 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Section 25.01(a)(2). Bigamy (when the defendant knows the other is married) (2005)

[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here and select the circumstances alleged in the indictment.]

A person commits an offense if he knows that a married person other than his spouse is married and he intentionally or knowingly

purports to marry or does marry a person other than his spouse in [this state or name of state alleged or name of foreign country alleged], under circumstances that would, but for the actor's prior marriage, constitute a marriage

OR 

lives with a person other than his spouse in this state under the appearance of being married

and the person [whom the actor marries or purports to marry OR with whom the actor lives under the appearance of being married] is [16 years of age or older OR younger than 16 years of age].
[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here, and give the definitions that define terms alleged in the indictment.]

"Actor" means a person whose criminal responsibility is in issue in a criminal action.


"Under the appearance of being married" means holding out that the parties are married with cohabitation and an intent to be married by either party.

[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here]

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to a result of his conduct when it is his conscious objective or desire to engage in the conduct or cause the result.



A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist.  A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.

[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here]

Now, bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county], Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [track the indictment], you will find the defendant guilty of bigamy, as charged in the indictment.



If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

Notes and definitions for bigamy
"Actor" as defined by Tex. Pen. Code § 1.07(a)(2).

"Under the appearance of being married" as defined by Tex. Pen. Code § 25.01(b).
