Section 25.03(a)(2). Interference with Child Custody (when suit is pending)
[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here and select the circumstances alleged in the indictment.]
A person commits an offense if the person intentionally or knowingly [takes OR retains] a child younger than eighteen years when the person has not been awarded custody of the child by a court of competent jurisdiction, knows that [a suit for divorce OR a civil suit OR an application for habeas corpus] to dispose of the child's custody has been filed, and takes the child out of the geographic area of the [counties composing the judicial district OR county] without the permission of the court and with the intent to deprive the court of authority over the child.


[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here]
A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to a result of his conduct when it is his conscious objective or desire to engage in the conduct or cause the result.

A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist.  A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.


[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now, bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county], Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [track the indictment], you will find the defendant guilty of interference with child custody, as charged in the indictment.

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

[Editor's note: Give the following defense authorized by Tex. Pen. Code § 25.03(c), only if requested by the defendant and "evidence is admitted supporting the defense," Tex. Pen. Code § 2.03(c), and assign a paragraph number here.  Otherwise delete this section.]

The law concerning interference with child custody does not apply if the actor returned the child to the geographic area of the [counties composing the judicial district OR county] within three days after the date of the commission of the offense.

Therefore, if you find that the defendant, [name of the defendant], did [track the indictment], but you further find, or have a reasonable doubt thereof, that the defendant returned the child to the geographic area of the [counties composing the judicial district OR county] within three days after the date of the commission of the offense, you will find the defendant not guilty.
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