Section 25.06. Harboring a Runaway Child

[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here and select the circumstances alleged in the information or indictment.]
A person commits an offense if he knowingly harbors a child and he is criminally negligent about whether the child is younger than eighteen years and 

[has escaped from the custody of [a peace officer or a probation officer OR the Texas Youth Council or a detention facility for children]]; OR 

[is voluntarily absent from the child's home without the consent of the child's parent or guardian for a substantial length of time or without the intent to return]. 

[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here]
A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist.  A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.

A person acts with criminal negligence, or is criminally negligent, with respect to circumstances surrounding his conduct or the result of his conduct when he ought to be aware of a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the circumstances exist or the result will occur.  The risk must be of such a nature and degree that the failure to perceive it constitutes a gross deviation from the standard of care that an ordinary person would exercise under all the circumstances as viewed from the actor's standpoint.


[Editor's note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now, bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county], Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [track the information or indictment], you will find the defendant guilty of harboring a runaway child, as charged in the [information OR indictment].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

[Editor's note: Give the following defense authorized by Tex. Pen. Code § 25.06(b) only if requested by the defendant and "evidence is admitted supporting the defense," Tex. Pen. Code § 2.03(c), assign a paragraph number here.  Otherwise delete.]
The law concerning harboring a runaway child does not apply to a person who is related to the child within the second degree by [consanguinity OR affinity].  

[Editor's note: give only the definition for the term selected above and include the additional terms indicated if shown by the evidence.]
[Two individuals are related to each other by consanguinity if one is a descendant of the other or they share a common ancestor.  [An adopted child is considered to be a child of the adoptive parent for this purpose.]]; OR
[Two individuals are related to each other by affinity if they are married to each other or the spouse of one of the individuals is related by consanguinity to the other individual.  [The ending of a marriage by divorce or the death of a spouse ends relationships by affinity created by that marriage unless a child of that marriage is living, in which case the marriage is considered to continue as long as a child of that marriage lives.]]
Therefore, if you find that the defendant, [name of the defendant] did [track the information or indictment], but you further find, or have a reasonable doubt thereof, that the defendant is related to the child within the second degree by [consanguinity OR affinity], you will find the defendant not guilty.

[Editor's note: Give the following defense authorized by Tex. Pen. Code § 25.06(c) only if requested by the defendant and "evidence is admitted supporting the defense," Tex. Pen. Code § 2.03(c), assign a paragraph number here.  Otherwise delete]
The law concerning harboring a runaway child does not apply if the actor notified 
[[the person from whom the child escaped or the agency from which the child escaped or a law enforcement agency] of the presence of the child within twenty-four hours after discovering that the child had escaped from custody]; OR 

[[a law enforcement agency or a person at the child's home] of the presence of the child within twenty-four hours after discovering that the child was voluntarily absent from home without the consent of the child's [parent or guardian]].

Therefore, if you find that the defendant, [name of the defendant] did [track the information or indictment], but you further find, or have a reasonable doubt thereof, that the defendant notified 

[[the person from whom the child escaped or the agency from which the child escaped or a law enforcement agency] of the presence of the child within twenty-four hours after discovering that the child had escaped from custody]; OR 

[[a law enforcement agency or a person at the child's home] of the presence of the child within twenty-four hours after discovering that the child was voluntarily absent from home without the consent of the child's parent or guardian], 

you will find the defendant not guilty.
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