Section 37.13 Record of a Fraudulent Court
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

The defendant, [name of defendant], is charged by [indictment or information] with the offense of [state offense], alleged to have been committed on or about [date], in [name of county] County, Texas.  The defendant has pleaded not guilty.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

[Editor’s note: Choose language matching the indictment/information]
A person commits an the offense of record of a fraudulent court if the person [makes, or presents, or uses] any document or other record with knowledge that the [document or other record] is not a record of a court [created under or established by] the constitution or laws [of this state or of the United States], and with the intent that the [document or other record] be given the same legal effect as a record of a court [created under or established] by the constitution or laws of [this state or of the United States].

[Editor’s note: If two or more convictions for same offense used as a jurisdictional enhancement, use the following, and choose language matching the indictment/information]

A person commits the felony offense of record of a fraudulent court if the person [makes, or presents, or uses] any document or other record with knowledge that the [document or other record] is not a record of a court [created under or established by] the constitution or laws [of this state or of the United States], and with the intent that the [document or other record] be given the same legal effect as a record of a court [created under or established] by the constitution or laws of [this state or of the United States], and it is shown that the person has previously been convicted of the offense of record of a fraudulent court on two or more occasions.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
[Editor’s note: Choose definition of court record comporting with the indictment/information]
“Court record” means a [decree, or judgment, or order, or subpoena, or warrant, or minutes, or other document] issued by a court of:

[this state]; or 
[another state]; or 
[the United States]; or 
[a foreign country recognized by an act of Congress or a treaty or other international convention to which the United States is a party]; or 
[an Indian tribe recognized by the United States]; or
[any other jurisdiction, or territory, or protectorate entitled to full faith and credit in this state under the United States Constitution].


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to a result of his conduct when it is his conscious objective or desire to engage in the conduct or cause the result.

A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist. A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [Editor’s note: Insert verbatim the allegations from the indictment/information, including the mental states, except using the disjunctive, i.e., “or” not “and”], then you will find the defendant guilty of [state offense alleged], as charged in the [indictment or information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

