Section 38.15 Interference with Public Duties (2007)
[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here and select the circumstances alleged in the information or indictment]
A person commits the offense of interference with public duties if the person with criminal negligence, interrupts, disrupts, impedes, or otherwise interferes with 


[a peace officer while the peace officer is performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted by law.
 
OR

a person who is employed to provide emergency medical services including the transportation of [ill or injured] persons while the person is performing that duty.


OR

a fire fighter, while the fire fighter is [fighting or investigating the cause of] a fire.

OR
an animal under the supervision of a [peace officer or corrections officer or jailer], if the person knows the animal is being used for [law enforcement or corrections or prison security or jail security or investigative purposes]. 


OR
the transmission of a communication over a citizen's band radio channel, the purpose of which communication is to [inform or inquire] about an emergency.
OR

an officer with responsibility for animal control in a [county or municipality], while the officer is performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted under [state duty or authority alleged in the indictment or information.].

OR

a person who has responsibility for [assessing and/or enacting and/or enforcing] public [health and/or environmental and/or radiation and/or safety] measures for the [state or county or municipality]; is investigating a particular site as part of the person’s said responsibilities; is acting in accordance with policies and procedures related to the safety and security of the particular site being investigated; and is performing a duty or exercising authority imposed or granted under the [Agriculture or Health and Safety or Occupations or Water] Code.]
[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here and select only those definitions that define terms alleged in the indictment or information, terms in the selected definitions, or that are shown by the evidence.] 

“Person” means an individual, corporation, or association.

“Individual” means a human being who is alive, including an unborn child at every stage of gestation from fertilization until birth.  
A [name the type of peace officer] is a “peace officer.”

“Emergency” means a condition or circumstance 
[in which an individual is or is reasonably believed by the person transmitting the communication to be in imminent danger of serious bodily injury.
OR
in which property is or is reasonably believed by the person transmitting the communication to be in imminent danger of damage or destruction.]

“Serious bodily injury” means bodily injury that creates a substantial risk of death or that causes death, serious permanent disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ.


“Bodily injury” means physical pain, illness, or any impairment of physical condition.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

A person acts with criminal negligence, or is criminally negligent, with respect to circumstances surrounding his conduct or the result of his conduct when he ought to be aware of a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the circumstances exist or the result will occur. The risk must be of such a nature and degree that the failure to perceive it constitutes a gross deviation from the standard of care that an ordinary person would exercise under all the circumstances as viewed from the actor's standpoint.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [track the indictment or information], then you will find the defendant guilty of interference with public duties, as charged in the [indictment OR information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here and insert this defensive instruction authorized by Tex. Pen. Code § 38.15(c) only if the offense is alleged under Tex. Pen. Code § 38.15(a)(1), the instruction is requested by the defendant, and “evidence is admitted supporting the defense,” Tex. Pen. Code § 2.03(c).  Otherwise delete.]

It is a defense to the offense of interference with public duties that the conduct engaged in by the person was intended to warn a person operating a motor vehicle of the presence of a peace officer who was enforcing Subtitle C, Title 7, Transportation Code.

Now, therefore, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant, [name of defendant], committed the offense of interference with public duties, but you further find, or have a reasonable doubt thereof, that the conduct engaged in by the defendant, if he did engage in such conduct, was intended to warn a person operating a motor vehicle of the presence of a peace officer who was enforcing Subtitle C, Title 7, Transportation Code, namely, [state the provision under Subtitle C, Title 7, Transportation Code, that the peace officer was enforcing], you will find the defendant not guilty.

[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here and insert this defensive instruction authorized by Tex. Pen. Code § 38.15(d), only if requested by the defendant and “evidence is admitted supporting the defense,” Tex. Pen. Code § 2.03(c), otherwise delete.]

It is a defense to the offense of interference of public duties that the interruption, disruption, impediment, or interference alleged consisted of speech only.

Now, therefore, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant, [name of defendant], committed the offense of interference with public duties, but you further find, or have a reasonable doubt thereof, that the interruption, disruption, impediment, or interference alleged consisted of speech only, you will find the defendant not guilty.


Notes and definitions for interference with public duties

“Emergency” as defined by Tex. Pen. Code § 38.15(e).

“Person” as defined by Tex. Pen. Code § 1.07(a)(38).

“Serious bodily injury” as defined by Tex. Pen. Code § 1.07(a)(46).

“Bodily injury” as defined by Tex. Pen. Code § 1.07(a)(8).

“Individual” as defined by Tex. Pen. Code § 1.07(a)(26).

“Peace officer” to be defined in accordance with Tex. Pen. Code § 1.07(a)(36).

Subtitle C, Title 7, Transportation Code, begins with § 501.051.

