Section 38.122 Falsely Holding Oneself Out as a Lawyer
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

The defendant, [name of defendant], is charged by [indictment or information] with the offense of [state offense], alleged to have been committed on or about [date], in [name of county] County, Texas.  The defendant has pleaded not guilty.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

[Editor’s note: Choose language matching the indictment/information]
A person commits the offense of falsely holding oneself out as a lawyer if, with intent to obtain an economic benefit for [himself or herself], the person holds [himself or herself] out as a lawyer, unless [he or she] is currently licensed to practice law in [this state, or another state, or a foreign country] and is in good standing with the State Bar of Texas and the [state bar or licensing authority] of any and all other states and foreign countries where licensed.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

“Economic benefit” means anything reasonably regarded as an economic gain or advantage, including accepting or offering to accept employment for a fee, accepting or offering to accept a fee, entering into a fee contract, or accepting or agreeing to accept money or anything of value.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to a result of his conduct when it is his conscious objective or desire to engage in the conduct or cause the result.

A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist. A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.

[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [Editor’s note: Insert verbatim the allegations from the indictment/information, including the mental states, except using the disjunctive, i.e., “or” not “and”], then you will find the defendant guilty of [state offense alleged], as charged in the [indictment or information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

