Section 38.151 Interference with Police Service Animals – State Jail Felony/3rd Degree Felony [Editor’s note: Offense is raised to 3rd degree if person kills a police service animal or engages in conduct likely to kill a police service animal]
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

The defendant, [name of defendant], is charged by [indictment or information] with the offense of [state offense], alleged to have been committed on or about [date], in [name of county] County, Texas.  The defendant has pleaded not guilty.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
[Editor’s note: Choose language matching the indictment/information]
A person commits the offense of interference with police service animals if the person recklessly:

[{injures or kills} a police service animal}; 


or
[engages in conduct likely to {injure or kill} a police service animal, including {administering or setting} a {poison, or trap, or any other object or substance}].


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

 
“Handler or rider” means a [peace officer, or corrections officer, or jailer] who is specially trained to use a police service animal for [law enforcement, or corrections, or prison security or jail security, or investigative purposes].

“Police service animal” means a [dog, or horse, or other domesticated animal] that is specially trained for use by a handler or rider.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

A person acts recklessly, or is reckless, with respect to circumstances surrounding his conduct or the result of his conduct when he is aware of but consciously disregards a substantial and unjustifiable risk that the circumstances exist or the result will occur. The risk must be of such a nature and degree that its disregard constitutes a gross deviation from the standard of care that an ordinary person would exercise under all the circumstances as viewed from the actor's standpoint.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [Editor’s note: Insert verbatim the allegations from the indictment/information, including the mental states, except using the disjunctive, i.e., “or” not “and”], then you will find the defendant guilty of [state offense alleged], as charged in the [indictment or information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

