Section 48.015 Prohibitions Relating to Certain Cigarettes
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

The defendant, [name of defendant], is charged by [indictment or information] with the offense of [state offense], alleged to have been committed on or about [date], in [name of county] County, Texas.  The defendant has pleaded not guilty.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
[Editor’s note: Choose language matching the indictment/information]
A person commits the offense of prohibitions relating to certain cigarettes if he knowingly, or having reason to know, [acquires, or holds, or owns, or possesses, or  transports for sale or for distribution in this state or for import or causes to be imported into this state for sale or for distribution in this state]:

[cigarettes that do not comply with all applicable requirements imposed by or under federal law and implementing regulations]; or
[cigarettes to which stamps may not be affixed under Section 154.0415, Tax Code, other than cigarettes lawfully imported or brought into the state for personal use and cigarettes lawfully sold or intended to be sold as duty‑ free merchandise by a duty‑free sales enterprise in accordance with 19  U.S.C. Section 1555(b), as amended].


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
“Owner” means a person who has title to the property, possession of the property, whether lawful or not, or a greater right to possession of the property than the actor.

“Possession” means actual care, custody, control or management.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist. A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [Editor’s note: Insert verbatim the allegations from the indictment/information, including the mental states, except using the disjunctive, i.e., “or” not “and”], then you will find the defendant guilty of [state offense alleged], as charged in the [indictment or information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

