Section 545.401 Reckless Driving
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

The defendant, [name of defendant], is charged by [indictment or information] with the offense of [state offense], alleged to have been committed on or about [date], in [name of county] County, Texas.  The defendant has pleaded not guilty.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
[Editor’s note: Choose language matching the indictment/information]
A person commits the offense of reckless driving if the person drives a vehicle in wilful or wanton disregard for the safety of [persons or property].


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
[Editor’s note: The following definition of the mental state “wilful and wanton disregard” is taken from White v. State, 871 S.W.2d 751, 753 (Tex.App. – Fort Worth 1983, pet. ref’d)]
A person acts with wilful and wanton disregard when the person acts with deliberate conscious indifference to the safety of others.  


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [Editor’s note: Insert verbatim the allegations from the indictment/information, including the mental states, except using the disjunctive, i.e., “or” not “and”], then you will find the defendant guilty of [state offense alleged], as charged in the [indictment or information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

