Section 550.025 Failure to Notify – Damage to Fixture or Highway Landscaping
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

The defendant, [name of defendant], is charged by [indictment or information] with the offense of [state offense], alleged to have been committed on or about [date], in [name of county] County, Texas.  The defendant has pleaded not guilty.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]

[[Editor’s note: Choose language matching the indictment/information. Under §1.03(b) of the Penal Code, the provisions of Title 1, 2, and 3 apply to offenses defined by other laws, unless the statute defining the offense provides otherwise.  See Aguilar v. State, 22 S.W.3d 463, 470 (Tex.Crim.App. 1999).  Under §6.02(b) of the Penal Code, a section located in Title 2 of the Penal Code, if the definition of an offense does not prescribe a culpable mental state, a culpable mental state is required unless the definition of the offense plainly dispenses with any mental element.  Under §6.02(c) of the Penal Code, if the definition of an offense does not prescribe a culpable mental state, but one is nevertheless required under §6.02(b), intent, knowledge, or recklessness suffices to establish criminal responsibility.  In Goss v. State, 582 S.W.2d 782 (Tex.Crim.App. 1979), the Court of Criminal Appeals held that the culpable mental state for the offense of failure to stop and render aid is knowledge that an accident has occurred.  See Goss, 582 S.W.2d at 785.  That same mental state should apply where the accident causes only property damage]
A person commits the offense of failure to notify regarding damage to a [fixture or  highway landscaping] if the person is the operator of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in damage to [a fixture or landscaping legally on or adjacent to a highway] in an amount of $200 or more to all [fixtures or landscaping], and knowing that an accident has occurred, fails to take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge of the property of the accident and of the operator's name and address and the registration number of the vehicle the operator was driving, and, if requested and available, show the operator's driver's license to the owner or person in charge of the property, and report the accident if the accident is not investigated by a law enforcement officer and the accident resulted in damage to the property of any one person to an apparent extent of $1,000 or more.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist. A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [Editor’s note: Insert verbatim the allegations from the indictment/information, including the mental states, except using the disjunctive, i.e., “or” not “and”], then you will find the defendant guilty of [state offense alleged], as charged in the [indictment or information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.

