Section 71.022 Soliciting Membership in a Criminal Street Gang
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

The defendant, [name of defendant], is charged by [indictment or information] with the offense of [state offense], alleged to have been committed on or about [date], in [name of county] County, Texas.  The defendant has pleaded not guilty.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
A person commits the offense of soliciting membership in a criminal street gang if the person knowingly [causes, or enables, or encourages, or recruits, or solicits] another person to become a member of a criminal street gang which, as a condition of [initiation, or  admission, or membership, or continued membership], requires the commission of any conduct which constitutes an offense punishable as [a Class A misdemeanor or a felony].


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
You are instructed that the offense of [state offense] is [a Class A misdemeanor or a felony].  


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
“Criminal street gang” means three or more persons having a common identifying sign or symbol or an identifiable leadership who continuously or regularly associate in the commission of criminal activities.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to the nature of his conduct or to circumstances surrounding his conduct when he is aware of the nature of his conduct or that the circumstances exist. A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.


[Editor’s note: Assign a paragraph number here]
Now bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about [date] in [name of county] County, Texas, the defendant, [name of defendant], did [Editor’s note: Insert verbatim the allegations from the indictment/information, including the mental states, except using the disjunctive, i.e., “or” not “and”], then you will find the defendant guilty of [state offense alleged], as charged in the [indictment or information].

If you do not so find, or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will find the defendant not guilty.


