Modified or “mild” Allen Charge

You have heard a substantial amount of testimony in this case, and a considerable amount of time and effort has been expended in bringing this evidence before you. Careful consideration of all such evidence might take quite a bit of your time. When you enter the jury room it is your duty to consult with one another, to consider each other’s views, and to discuss the evidence with the objective of reaching a just verdict if you can do so without violence to individual judgment. Each of you must decide the case for yourself but only after discussion and impartial consideration of the evidence with your fellow jurors. Do not hesitate to re-examine your own views and to change your opinion if you are wrong, but do not surrender your honest belief as to the weight and effect of evidence solely because of the opinion of your fellow jurors or for the mere purpose of returning a verdict. 

With these additional instructions, you are requested to deliberate in an effort to arrive at a verdict that is acceptable to all members of the jury if you can do so without doing violence to your conscience. Do not violate your conscience but continue to deliberate.

Annotations:

This charge is taken from Howard v. State, 941 S.W.2d 102, 123-124 (Tex. Crim. App. 1996) and is a modified copy of the charge cited in Lowenfield v. Phelps, 484 U.S. 231, 235, 108 S.Ct. 546, 98 L.Ed.2d 568 (1988). 

