
We are proud to offer 6 hours of TCOLE and CLE credit free of charge for this important  training. Over the last 30 
years, police and prosecutors have gotten pretty good at  detecting and prosecuting the alcohol-impaired 

 driver, thanks to SFSTs, lots of training, lots of resources, and then—with “no refusal”  programs—we obtained 
blood evidence of a driver’s intoxication. But these days, we’ve noticed many more drivers who’ve used drugs with 
their alcohol, or drugs without alcohol. How do these “combination” cases change how officers and prosecutors do 
their jobs? This course will help answer that question. Its focus is the special issues of drugged driving. The scope of 
the problem will be addressed first, followed by best practices on the road and in the courtroom. We will cover 
 combination cases, move to  marijuana, discuss illegal drugs, and then address prescription drugs. Forensic 
 toxicologists, lab procedures, DREs, and the ARIDE program will also be included.

In addition to this excellent free training, every attendee will receive two TDCAA publications: DWI Investigation & Prosecution 
and Traffic Stops. These books give attendees resources in many areas not covered by this seminar. Please be sure you’ve 

signed in and double-checked your Bar  number or TCOLE number. The TCOLE Course number is 3402. If lunch is not  provided, all after-
noon times are delayed by 15  minutes.

Today’s schedule 
8:15 a.m. Registration 
8:40 a.m. A Shot and a Beer: New Habits Resulting in Mixed Toxicology 
9:40 a.m. Break 
9:50 a.m. The Three-Legged Stool of Drugged Driving Cases 
10:50 a.m. Break 
11:00 a.m. Blood Toxicology 
Noon Lunch  
1:15 p.m. Marijuana (and Other Illegal Drugs) 
2:45 p.m. Break 
3:00 p.m. Prescription and No-Toxicology Cases 
4:30 p.m. Adjourn 
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Rolling Stoned: 

Investigating and Prosecuting the Drugged Driver 

Over the last 30 years, police and prosecutors have gotten pretty good at detecting and 

prosecuting the alcohol-impaired driver, thanks to SFSTs, lots of training, lots of resources, and 

then—with “no refusal” programs—we obtained blood evidence of a driver’s intoxication. But 

these days, we’ve noticed many more drivers who’ve used drugs with their alcohol, or drugs 

without alcohol. How do these “combination” cases change how officers and prosecutors do their 

jobs? This course will help answer that question. Its focus is the special issues of drugged 

driving. The scope of the problem will be addressed first, followed by best practices on the road 

and in the courtroom. We will cover combination cases, move to marijuana, discuss illegal drugs, 

and then address prescription drugs. Forensic toxicologists, lab procedures, the DRE, and 

ARIDE programs will also be included. 
 
 

A Shot and a Beer: New Habits Resulting in Mixed Toxicology 
 
Learning Objectives 
By the end of this session students will be able to: 

1. Describe the scope of alcohol, drugged and combination cases in crashes on Texas highways. 
2. Discuss cognitive bias in investigating and prosecuting cases where the impairment may be 

caused by multiple substances. 

3. Identify best practices in investigating and prosecuting a driver with more than one impairing 

substance. 

 

The Three-Legged Stool of Drugged Driving Cases 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this session students will be able to: 

1. Describe the need for complete observation, documenting  and reporting in court all the clues 
the officer can and should make in the field in a drugged driving case 

2. Compare and contrast the role of the DRE and Forensic Toxicologist. 

3. Identify advantages and use of ARIDE and DRE curriculums. 

 

Blood Toxicology 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this session students will be able to: 

1. Describe the need for blood samples in drugged driving cases. 
2. Describe the key components of blood testing. 

 



Marijuana (and Other Illegal Drugs 

 Learning Objectives 

By the end of this session students will be able to: 

1. Identify common symptoms of marihuana intoxication. 
2. Describe how marihuana affects the user’s brain and body. 
3. Testify appropriately when relating to marihuana impairment. 

 

Prescription and No-Toxicology Cases 

 Learning Objectives 

By the end of this session students will be able to: 

1. Describe the law on driving impaired on prescription medications. 
2. Define, in terms of impairment, therapeutic levels. 

3. Explain to themselves and juries the meaning of “no substances detected” in a lab report. 

 



























a. Sometimes you will have a defendant who is obviously impaired on video and 

there is simply no way to identify what they are on using the crime lab 

b. There are a near inexhaustible number of substances that can cause impairment 

c. A fully completed lab report which indicates nothing is detected does not equate 

to no intoxicant 

d. It may equate to diminished evidence 

 

VI. Do I File the Case? 

a. Call A DRE 

b. Review Report and Video with DRE 

c. Then Call the Lab 

d. Can you Eliminate Mental Health? 

e. More Research May be Necessary 

VII. Do I Try the Case? 

a. Probable Cause v BRD 

b. Not Every Crime Can be Prosecuted 

c. Win or Lose in Jury Selection 

d. What Can I Find? 

e. What Can Defense Show? 

f. DRE Post Incident Review 

VIII. Call the Toxicologist 

IX. See That Justice is Done 

X. A matter of life and death. 

XI. Please drop evaluations off at registration table. 

Be careful on the roads 

Thanks for all you do. 

 






