
CHAPTER 56A.  RIGHTS OF CRIME 
VICTIMS 

Subchapter A. General Provisions 

ART.  56A.001.  DE F I N I T I O N S  
Except as otherwise provided by this chapter, in this chapter: 
(1) “Board” means the Board of Pardons and Paroles. 
(2) “Clearinghouse” means the Texas Crime Victim 
Clearinghouse. 
(3) “Close relative of a deceased victim” means a person who: 

(A) was the spouse of a deceased victim at the time of the vic-
tim’s death; or 
(B) is a parent or adult brother, sister, or child of a deceased 
victim. 

(4) “Department” means the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice. 
(4-a) “Family violence” means an offense under the following pro-
visions of the Penal Code if the offense is committed against a per-
son whose relationship to or association with the defendant is 
described by Section 71.0021(b), 71.003, or 71.005, Family Code: 

(A) Section 21.02; 
(B) Section 21.11(a)(1); 
(C) Section 22.01; 
(D) Section 22.011; 
(E) Section 22.02; 
(F) Section 22.021; 
(G) Section 22.04; and 
(H) Section 25.11. 

(5) “Guardian of a victim” means a person who is the legal 
guardian of the victim, regardless of whether the legal relation-
ship between the guardian and victim exists because of the age of 
the victim or the physical or mental incompetency of the victim. 
(6) “Sexual assault” means an offense under the following provi-
sions of the Penal Code: 

(A) Section 21.02; 
(B) Section 21.11(a)(1); 
(C) Section 22.011; or 
(D) Section 22.021. 

(6-a) “Sexual assault examiner” and “sexual assault nurse examin-
er” have the meanings assigned by Section 420.003, Government 
Code. 
(7) “Victim” means a person who: 

(A) is the victim of the offense of: 
(i) sexual assault; 
(ii) kidnapping; 
(iii) aggravated robbery; 
(iv) trafficking of persons; [or] 
(v) injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individ-
ual; [or] 
(vi) family violence; or 
(vii) stalking; 

(B) has suffered personal injury or death as a result of the 
criminal conduct of another; or 
(C) is the victim of an offense committed under Section 
25.07, 25.071, or 25.072, Penal Code, if a violation that is an 
element of the offense occurred through the commission of an 
assault, aggravated assault, or sexual assault or the offense of 
stalking, regardless of whether that violation occurred with 
respect to a person whose relationship to or association with 
the defendant is described by Section 71.0021(b), 71.003, or 
71.005, Family Code. 

Addition of (4-a) and amendments to (7) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 
1120, §1). Section 10 of SB 1120 provides: “The change in law 
made by this Act applies only to an offense committed on or after 
the effective date of this Act. An offense committed before the 
effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date 
the offense was committed, and the former law is continued in 
effect for that purpose. For purposes of this section, an offense was 
committed before the effective date of this Act if any element of the 
offense occurred before that date.” 

Subchapter B. Crime Victims’ Rights 

ART.  56A.051.  GE N E R A L RI G H TS 
(a) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim is entitled to the following rights within the criminal jus-
tice system: 

(1) the right to receive from a law enforcement agency ade-
quate protection from harm and threats of harm arising from 
cooperation with prosecution efforts; 
(2) the right to have the magistrate consider the safety of the 
victim or the victim’s family in setting the amount of bail for 
the defendant; 
(3) if requested, the right to be informed in the manner pro-
vided by Article 56A.0525: 

(A) by the attorney representing the state of relevant court 
proceedings, including appellate proceedings, at least five 
business days before the date of each proceeding or other-
wise as soon as reasonably practicable, and to be informed 
as soon as possible if those proceedings have been canceled 
or rescheduled before the event; and 
(B) by an appellate court of the court’s decisions, after the 
decisions are entered but before the decisions are made 
public; 

(4) when requested, the right to be informed in the manner 
provided by Article 56A.0525: 

(A) by a peace officer concerning the defendant’s right to 
bail and the procedures in criminal investigations; and 
(B) by the office of the attorney representing the state con-
cerning: 

(i) the general procedures in the criminal justice system, 
including general procedures in guilty plea negotiations 
and arrangements, restitution, and the appeals and 
parole process; and 
(ii) whether the defendant has fully complied with any 
conditions of the defendant’s bail; 

(5) the right to provide pertinent information to a community 
supervision and corrections department conducting a presen-
tencing investigation concerning the impact of the offense on 
the victim and the victim’s family by testimony, written state-
ment, or any other manner before any sentencing of the 
defendant; 
(6) the right to receive information, in the manner provided 
by Article 56A.0525: 

(A) regarding compensation to victims of crime as provid-
ed by Chapter 56B, including information related to the 
costs that may be compensated under that chapter and the 
amount of compensation, eligibility for compensation, 
and procedures for application for compensation under 
that chapter; 
(B) for a victim of a sexual assault, regarding the payment 
under Subchapter G for a forensic medical examination 
and for any prescribed continuing medical care that is 
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related to the sexual assault and provided to the victim 
during the 30-day period following that examination, as 
provided by Subchapter G; and 
(C) when requested, providing a referral to available social 
service agencies that may offer additional assistance; 

(7) the right to: 
(A) be informed, on request, and in the manner provided 
by Article 56A.0525, of parole procedures; 
(B) participate in the parole process; 
(C) provide to the board for inclusion in the defendant’s 
file information to be considered by the board before the 
parole of any defendant convicted of any offense subject to 
this chapter; and 
(D) be notified in the manner provided by Article 
56A.0525, if requested, of: 

(i) parole proceedings concerning a defendant in the vic-
tim’s case; 
(ii) [and of ] the defendant’s release on parole for the 
offense involving the victim, including the county in 
which the defendant is required to reside, and the non-
confidential conditions of the defendant’s parole, includ-
ing any condition:  

(a) prohibiting the defendant from going near the 
victim’s home or work; or  
(b) requiring the defendant to complete a battering 
intervention and prevention program established 
under Article 42.141;  

(iii) any offense with which the defendant is charged 
while released on parole for the offense involving the vic-
tim, if the department is aware of the offense;  
(iv) the issuance of any warrant under Section 508.251, 
Government Code, for the return of the defendant; and  
(v) any revocation of the defendant’s parole for the 
offense involving the victim; 

(8) the right to be provided with a waiting area, separate or 
secure from other witnesses, including the defendant and rel-
atives of the defendant, before testifying in any proceeding 
concerning the defendant; if a separate waiting area is not 
available, other safeguards should be taken to minimize the 
victim’s contact with the defendant and the defendant’s rela-
tives and witnesses, before and during court proceedings; 
(9) the right to the prompt return of any of the victim’s prop-
erty that is held by a law enforcement agency or the attorney 
representing the state as evidence when the property is no 
longer required for that purpose; 
(10) the right to have the attorney representing the state noti-
fy the victim’s employer, if requested, that the victim’s cooper-
ation and testimony is necessary in a proceeding that may 
require the victim to be absent from work for good cause; 
(11) the right to request victim-offender mediation coordinat-
ed by the victim services division of the department; 
(12) the right to be informed, in the manner provided by 
Article 56A.0525, of the uses of a victim impact statement and 
the statement’s purpose in the criminal justice system as 
described by Subchapter D, to complete the victim impact 
statement, and to have the victim impact statement considered: 

(A) by the attorney representing the state and the judge 
before sentencing or before a plea bargain agreement is 
accepted; and 
(B) by the board before a defendant is released on parole; 

Subsection (a)(13) as amended by SB 1120, effective Sept. 1, 2025: 

(13) for a victim of an assault, aggravated assault, or sexual 
assault who is younger than 17 years of age or whose case 

involves family violence,[ as defined by Section 71.004, 
Family Code,] the right to have the court consider the impact 
on the victim of a continuance requested by the defendant; if 
requested by the attorney representing the state or by the 
defendant’s attorney, the court shall state on the record the 
reason for granting or denying the continuance; and 

Subsection (a)(13) as amended by SB 1120, effective Sept. 1, 2025: 

(13) for a victim of sexual [an] assault or sexual assault who is 
younger than 17 years of age or whose case involves family 
violence, as defined by Section 71.004, Family Code, the right 
to have the court consider the impact on the victim of a con-
tinuance requested by the defendant; if requested by the attor-
ney representing the state or by the defendant’s attorney, the 
court shall state on the record the reason for granting or deny-
ing the continuance; and 
(14) if the offense is a capital felony, the right to: 

(A) receive by mail from the court a written explanation of 
defense-initiated victim outreach if the court has autho-
rized expenditures for a defense-initiated victim outreach 
specialist; 
(B) not be contacted by the victim outreach specialist 
unless the victim, guardian, or relative has consented to the 
contact by providing a written notice to the court; and 
(C) designate a victim service provider to receive all com-
munications from a victim outreach specialist acting on 
behalf of any person. 

(b) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim is entitled to the right to be present at all public court pro-
ceedings related to the offense, subject to the approval of the 
judge in the case. 
(c) The office of the attorney representing the state and the sher-
iff, police, and other law enforcement agencies shall ensure to the 
extent practicable that a victim, guardian of a victim, or close rel-
ative of a deceased victim is provided the rights granted by this 
subchapter and, on request, an explanation of those rights. 
(d) An advocate for a victim is entitled to obtain on behalf of the 
victim the information described by Subsection (a)(7)(D). 

Amendments to (a)(3) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 761, §2). Section 
10 of SB 761 provides: “The change in law made by this Act applies 
only to victims of criminally injurious conduct occurring on or after 
the effective date of this Act. Criminally injurious conduct occurring 
before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect 
on the date the conduct occurred, and the former law is continued 
in effect for that purpose. For purposes of this section, criminally 
injurious conduct occurred before the effective date of this Act if 
any element of the offense underlying the conduct occurred before 
that date.” 

Amendments to (a)(4) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 9, §16). Section 
20 of SB 9 provides: “As soon as practicable but not later than 
October 1, 2025, the Texas Supreme Court shall adopt rules neces-
sary to implement Article 44.01(f-1), Code of Criminal Procedure, as 
added by this Act.” 

Amendments to (a)(6) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 47, §2). Section 
22 of HB 47 provides: “The changes in law made by this Act to 
Chapter 56A, Code of Criminal Procedure, apply only to a sexual 
assault or other sex offense that is first reported or for which med-
ical care is first sought on or after the effective date of this Act. A 
sexual assault or other sex offense that is first reported or for which 
medical care was first sought before the effective date of this Act is 
governed by the law in effect on the date the sexual assault was 
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reported or the medical care was sought, and the former law is con-
tinued in effect for that purpose.” 

Amendments to (a)(7) & (13) and addition of (d) effective Sept. 1, 
2025 (SB 1120, §2). See effective note following Art. 56A.001. 

Amendments to (a)(13) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 47, §2). 

Heading as amended by HB 2596, effective Sept. 1, 2025: 

ART.  56A.052.  AD D I T I O N A L RI G H TS O F 
VI C T I M S O F CE RTA I N SE X UA L [AS S AU LT,  

IN D E C E N T AS S AU LT] ,  STA L K I N G,  [O R]  
TR A F F I C K I N G,  O R BU RG L A RY OF F E N S E S  

Heading as amended by SB 1120, effective Sept. 1, 2025: 

ART.  56A.052.  AD D I T I O N A L RI G H TS O F 
VI C T I M S O F SE X UA L AS S AU LT,  IN D E C E N T 
AS S AU LT,  [STA L K I N G,]  O R TR A F F I C K I N G 

(a) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim of an offense under Section 21.02, 21.11, 22.011, 22.012, 
or 22.021, [or 42.072,] Penal Code, is entitled to the following 
rights within the criminal justice system: 

(1) if requested, the right to a disclosure of information, in the 
manner provided by Article 56A.0525, regarding: 

(A) any evidence that was collected during the investiga-
tion of the offense, unless disclosing the information 
would interfere with the investigation or prosecution of 
the offense, in which event the victim, guardian, or relative 
shall be informed of the estimated date on which that 
information is expected to be disclosed; and 
(B) the status of any analysis being performed on any evi-
dence described by Paragraph (A); 

(2) if requested, the right to be notified in the manner provid-
ed by Article 56A.0525: 

(A) at the time a request is submitted to a crime laboratory 
to process and analyze any evidence that was collected dur-
ing the investigation of the offense; 
(B) at the time of the submission of a request to compare 
any biological evidence collected during the investigation 
of the offense with DNA profiles maintained in a state or 
federal DNA database; and 
(C) of the results of the comparison described by 
Paragraph (B), unless disclosing the results would interfere 
with the investigation or prosecution of the offense, in 
which event the victim, guardian, or relative shall be 
informed of the estimated date on which those results are 
expected to be disclosed; 

(3) if requested, the right to counseling regarding acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) and human immunod-
eficiency virus (HIV) infection;  
(4) if requested, the right to be informed about, and confer 
with the attorney representing the state regarding, the dispo-
sition of the offense, including sharing the victim’s, guardian’s, 
or relative’s views regarding: 

(A) a decision not to file charges; 
(B) the dismissal of charges; 
(C) the use of a pretrial intervention program; or 
(D) a plea bargain agreement; and 

(5) for the victim, the right to: 
(A) testing for acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS), human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, 
antibodies to HIV, or infection with any other probable 
causative agent of AIDS; [and] 
(B) a forensic medical examination as provided by 

Subchapter G; and 
(C) any prescribed continuing medical care that is related 
to the sexual assault and provided to the victim during the 
30-day period following a forensic medical examination, as 
provided by Subchapter G. 

Subsection (b) as amended by SB 2101, effective Sept. 1, 2023: 

(b) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim who requests to be notified under Subsection (a)(2) must 
provide a current address and phone number to the attorney rep-
resenting the state and the law enforcement agency that is inves-
tigating the offense. The victim, guardian, or relative must 
inform the attorney representing the state and the law enforce-
ment agency of any change in the address or phone number. The 
victim, guardian, or relative must provide an e-mail address and 
update any change in that e-mail address if the victim, guardian, 
or relative chooses to receive notifications by e-mail. 

Subsection (b) as amended by SB 409, effective Sept. 1, 2023: 

(b) Subject to Subsection (c), a victim, guardian of a victim, or 
close relative of a deceased victim who requests to be notified or 
receive information under Subsection (a)(1), (2), or (4) must: 

(1) provide a current address and phone number to the attor-
ney representing the state and the law enforcement agency 
that is investigating the offense; and 
(2) inform the attorney representing the state and the law 
enforcement agency of any change in the address or phone 
number. 

(c) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim may designate a person, including an entity that provides 
services to victims of an offense described by Subsection (a), to 
receive any notice requested under Subsection (a)(2). This person 
may not be the person charged with the offense. 
(d) This subsection applies only to a victim of an offense listed in 
Article 7B.001(a)(1) or (2) [under Section 20A.02, 20A.03, 
21.02, 21.11, 22.011, 22.012, 22.021, 42.072, or 43.05, Penal 
Code]. A victim described by this subsection or a parent or 
guardian of the victim, if the victim is younger than 18 years of 
age or an adult ward, is entitled to the following rights within the 
criminal justice system: 

(1) the right to be informed in the manner provided by Article 
56A.0525: 

(A) that the victim or, if the victim is younger than 18 
years of age or an adult ward, the victim’s parent or 
guardian or another adult acting on the victim’s behalf may 
file an application for a protective order under Article 
7B.001; 
(B) of the court in which the application for a protective 
order may be filed;  
(C) that, on request of the victim or, if the victim is 
younger than 18 years of age or an adult ward, on request  
of the victim’s parent or guardian or another adult acting 
on the victim’s behalf, the attorney representing the state 
may, subject to the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct, file the application for a protective order on 
behalf of the requestor; and 
(D) that, subject to the Texas Disciplinary Rules of 
Professional Conduct, the attorney representing the state 
generally is required to file the application for a protective 
order with respect to the victim if the defendant is convict-
ed of or placed on deferred adjudication community 
supervision for the offense; 

(2) the right to: 
(A) request that the attorney representing the state, subject 
to the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct, 
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file an application for a protective order described by 
Subdivision (1); and 
(B) be notified in the manner provided by Article 
56A.0525 when the attorney representing the state files an 
application for a protective order under Article 7B.001; 

(3) if the victim or the victim’s parent or guardian, as applica-
ble, is present when the defendant is convicted or placed on 
deferred adjudication community supervision, the right to: 

(A) be given by the court the information described by 
Subdivision (1), in the manner provided by Article 
56A.0525; and 
(B) file an application for a protective order under Article 
7B.001 immediately following the defendant’s conviction 
or placement on deferred adjudication community super-
vision if the court has jurisdiction over the application; and 

(4) if the victim or the victim’s parent or guardian, as applica-
ble, is not present when the defendant is convicted or placed 
on deferred adjudication community supervision, the right to 
be given by the attorney representing the state the informa-
tion described by Subdivision (1), in the manner provided by 
Article 56A.0525.  

(e) A victim of an offense under Section 20A.02, 20A.03, or 
43.05, Penal Code, is entitled to be informed, in the manner pro-
vided by Article 56A.0525, that the victim may petition for an 
order of nondisclosure of criminal history record information 
under Section 411.0728, Government Code, if the victim: 

(1) has been convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication 
community supervision for an offense described by 
Subsection (a)(1) of that section; and 
(2) committed that offense solely as a victim of an offense 
under Section 20A.02, 20A.03, or 43.05, Penal Code. 

Amendments to statute heading and (d) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 
2596, §§6 & 7). See effective note following Art. 7B.001. 

Amendments to statute heading, (a), (c), & (d) effective Sept. 1, 
2025 (SB 1120, §4). See effective note following Art. 56A.001. 

Amendments to (a)(5) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 47, §3). 

ART.  56A.0521.  AD D I T I O N A L RI G H TS O F 
VI C T I M S O F CE RTA I N FA M I LY  VI O L E N C E 

OF F E N S E S ,  STA L K I N G,  A N D VI O L AT I O N O F 
PROT E C T I V E OR D E R O R CO N D I T I O N O F BO N D 

(a) This article applies only to an offense: 
(1) involving family violence; 
(2) under Section 42.072, Penal Code; or 
(3) under Section 25.07, 25.071, or 25.072, Penal Code, if a 
violation that is an element of the offense occurred through 
the commission of an assault, aggravated assault, or sexual 
assault or the offense of stalking, regardless of whether that 
violation occurred with respect to a person whose relationship 
to or association with the defendant is described by Section 
71.0021(b), 71.003, or 71.005, Family Code. 

(b) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim of an offense described by Subsection (a) is entitled to the 
following rights within the criminal justice system: 

(1) if requested, the right to a disclosure of information 
regarding: 

(A) any evidence that was collected during the investiga-
tion of the offense, unless disclosing the information 
would interfere with the investigation or prosecution of 
the offense, in which event the victim, guardian, or relative 
shall be informed of the estimated date on which that 

information is expected to be disclosed; and 
(B) the status of any analysis being performed on any evi-
dence described by Paragraph (A); 

(2) if requested, the right to be notified at the time a request is 
submitted to a crime laboratory to process and analyze any evi-
dence that was collected during the investigation of the offense; 
(3) if requested, the right to be informed about, and confer 
with the attorney representing the state regarding, the dispo-
sition of the offense, including sharing the victim’s, guardian’s, 
or relative’s views regarding: 

(A) a decision not to file charges; 
(B) the dismissal of charges; 
(C) the use of a pretrial intervention program; or 
(D) a plea bargain agreement; 

(4) the right to be notified that the attorney representing the 
state does not represent the victim, guardian of a victim, or 
close relative of a deceased victim; and 
(5) for an offense under Section 42.072, Penal Code, all of the 
rights provided to victims, parents, and guardians as described 
by Article 56A.052(d), for the offenses to which that subsec-
tion applies. 

(c) Subject to Subsection (d), a victim, guardian of a victim, or 
close relative of a deceased victim who requests to be notified or 
receive information under Subsection (b) must: 

(1) provide a current address and phone number to the attor-
ney representing the state and the law enforcement agency 
that is investigating the offense; 
(2) inform the attorney representing the state and the law 
enforcement agency of any change in the address or phone 
number; and 
(3) if the victim, guardian, or relative chooses to receive noti-
fications by e-mail, provide an e-mail address and update any 
change in that e-mail address. 

(d) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim may designate a person, including an entity that provides 
services to victims of an offense described by Subsection (a), to 
receive any notice requested under Subsection (b)(2). This person 
may not be the person charged with the offense. 
(e) If a victim of an offense described by Subsection (a) is also 
entitled to additional rights under Article 56A.052, or if a con-
flict exists between this article and Article 56A.052, that article 
controls. 

Enacted effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 1120, §5). See effective note 
following Art. 56B.001. 

ART.  56A.0525.  AU T H O R I Z E D FO R M O F 
NOT I F I C AT I O N S 

For purposes of this subchapter, a judge, attorney representing 
the state, peace officer, or law enforcement agency that is required 
to notify, inform, or disclose information to a victim, guardian of 
a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim in accordance with 
a right granted under this subchapter shall provide the notifica-
tion or information in the following manner: 
(1) electronically, including by text message, videoconference, or 
e-mail; 
(2) by mail; 
(3) through an anonymous, online portal; or 
(4) by contacting by telephone or otherwise making personal 
contact with the victim, guardian, or relative, as applicable. 

ART.  56A.053.  FA I LU R E TO PROV I D E RI G H T O R 
SE RV I C E 

(a) A judge, attorney representing the state, peace officer, or law 
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enforcement agency is not liable for a failure or inability to pro-
vide a right granted by this subchapter. 
(b) The failure or inability of any person to provide a right or ser-
vice granted by this subchapter may not be used by a defendant 
in a criminal case as a ground for appeal, a ground to set aside the 
conviction or sentence, or a ground in a habeas corpus petition. 

ART.  56A.0531.  AS S E RT I O N O F RI G H TS 
A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased vic-
tim may assert the rights provided by this chapter either orally or 
in writing, individually or through an attorney. 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 761, §3). See effective note 
following Art. 56A.051. 

ART.  56A.054.  STA N D I N G 
A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased vic-
tim does not have standing to: 
(1) participate as a party in a criminal proceeding; or 
(2) contest the disposition of any charge.  
 

Subchapter C. Additional Protections for 
Victims and Witnesses 

ART.  56A.101.  VI C T I M PR I VAC Y 
(a) As far as reasonably practical, the address of the victim may 
not be a part of the court file except as necessary to identify the 
place of the offense. 
(b) The phone number of the victim may not be a part of the 
court file.  

ART.  56A.102.  VI C T I M O R WI T N E S S  DI S COV E RY 
AT T E N D A N C E 

Unless absolutely necessary, a victim or witness who is not con-
fined may not be required to attend a deposition in a correctional 
facility.  

Subchapter D. Victim Impact Statement 

ART.  56A.151.  VI C T I M IM PAC T STAT E M E N T;  
IN F O R M AT I O N BO O K L E T 

(a) The clearinghouse, with the participation of the board and the 
community justice assistance division of the department, shall 
develop a form to be used by law enforcement agencies, attorneys 
representing the state, and other participants in the criminal jus-
tice system to record the impact of an offense on a victim of the 
offense, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim 
and to provide the agencies, attorneys, and participants with 
information needed to contact the victim, guardian, or relative if 
needed at any stage of a prosecution of a person charged with the 
offense. The clearinghouse, with the participation of the board 
and the community justice assistance division of the department, 
shall also develop a victims’ information booklet that provides a 
general explanation of the criminal justice system to victims of an 
offense, guardians of victims, and relatives of deceased victims. 
(b) The victim impact statement must be in a form designed to: 

(1) inform a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a 
deceased victim with a clear statement of rights granted by 
Subchapter B; and 
(2) collect the following information: 

(A) the name of the victim of the offense or, if the victim 
has a legal guardian or is deceased, the name of a guardian 
or close relative of the victim; 

(B) the address and telephone number of the victim, 
guardian, or relative through which the victim, guardian, 
or relative may be contacted; 
(C) a statement of economic loss suffered by the victim, 
guardian, or relative as a result of the offense; 
(D) a statement of any physical or psychological injury suf-
fered by the victim, guardian, or relative as a result of the 
offense, as described by the victim, guardian, or relative or 
by a physician or counselor; 
(E) a statement of any psychological services requested as a 
result of the offense; 
(F) a statement of any change in the victim’s, guardian’s, or 
relative’s personal welfare or familial relationship as a result 
of the offense; 
(G) a statement regarding whether the victim, guardian, or 
relative wants to be notified of any parole hearing for the 
defendant; 
(H) if the victim is a child, whether there is an existing 
court order granting to the defendant possession of or 
access to the victim; and 
(I) any other information related to the impact of the 
offense on the victim, guardian, or relative, other than facts 
related to the commission of the offense. 

(c) The victim impact statement must include an explanation 
regarding the procedures by which a victim, guardian of a victim, 
or close relative of a deceased victim may obtain information con-
cerning the release of the defendant from the department. 
(d) Not later than December 1 of each odd-numbered year, the 
clearinghouse, with the participation of the board and the com-
munity justice assistance division of the department, shall update 
the victim impact statement form and any other information 
provided by the community justice assistance division to victims, 
guardians of victims, and relatives of deceased victims, if neces-
sary, to reflect changes in law relating to criminal justice and the 
rights of victims and guardians and relatives of victims.  

NO RIGHT TO TESTIFY 
Chapter 56 does not give crime victims the right to testify in a 
criminal proceeding. Stahl v. State, 749 S.W.2d 826, 830 n. 4 
(Tex. Crim. App. 1988). 

PUNISHMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
A victim cannot testify on the type of punishment the victim 
thinks the defendant should receive. Sattiewhite v. State, 786 
S.W.2d 271, 290 (Tex. Crim. App. 1989); Simpson v. State, 119 
S.W.3d 262 (Tex. Crim. App. 2003).  

VICTIM’S FEELINGS 
A PSI may contain information about the victim’s feelings about 
the defendant’s punishment—including whether the victim feels 
probation is appropriate for the defendant. Fryer v. State, 68 
S.W.3d 629 (Tex. Crim. App. 2002). However, the wishes of the 
victim’s family members as to the defendant’s fate are not admissi-
ble. Simpson v. State, 119 S.W.3d 262 (Tex. Crim. App. 2003). 

VICTIM’S PICTURE IN COURT 
Courtroom spectators may wear buttons featuring pictures of the 
murder victim without depriving the defendant of his right to a 
fair trial. Carey v. Musladin, 549 U.S. 70 (2006); see also Davis 
v. State, 223 S.W.3d 466 (Tex. App. — Amarillo 2006, pet. ref ’d 
untimely filed). 

ART.  56A.152.  RE CO M M E N D AT I O N S TO EN S U R E 
SU B M I S S I O N O F STAT E M E N T 

The victim services division of the department, in consultation 
with the board, law enforcement agencies, offices of attorneys 

366    C O D E  O F  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E D U R E     

A R T.  5 6 A . 1 0 1 .  V I C T I M  P R I V A C Y



representing the state, and other participants in the criminal jus-
tice system, shall develop recommendations to ensure that com-
pleted victim impact statements are submitted to the department 
as provided by Article 56A.159(b).  

ART.  56A.153.  NOT I F I C AT I O N TO CO U RT 
RE G A R D I N G RE L E A S E O F DE F E N D A N T W I T H 

ACC E S S  TO CH I L D VI C T I M 
If information collected under Article 56A.151(b)(2)(H) indi-
cates the defendant is granted possession of or access to a child 
victim under court order and the department subsequently 
imprisons the defendant as a result of the defendant’s commission 
of the offense, the victim services division of the department shall 
contact the court that issued the order before the department 
releases the defendant on parole or to mandatory supervision.  

ART.  56A.154.  CH A N G E O F AD D R E S S  
If a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim states on a victim impact statement that the victim, 
guardian, or relative wants to be notified of parole proceedings, 
the victim, guardian, or relative must notify the board of any 
change of address.  

ART.  56A.155.  DI S COV E RY O F STAT E M E N T 
A victim impact statement is subject to discovery under Article 
39.14 before the testimony of the victim is taken only if the court 
determines that the statement contains exculpatory material.  

ART.  56A.156.  IN S PE C T I O N O F STAT E M E N T B Y  
CO U RT;  DI S C LO S U R E O F CO N T E N TS 

The court may not inspect a victim impact statement until after 
a finding of guilt or until deferred adjudication community 
supervision is ordered and the contents of the statement may not 
be disclosed to any person unless: 
(1) the defendant pleads guilty or nolo contendere or is convicted 
of the offense; or 
(2) the defendant authorizes the court in writing to inspect the 
statement. 

ART.  56A.157.  CO N S I D E R AT I O N O F STAT E M E N T 
B Y  CO U RT 

(a) Before imposing a sentence, a court shall, as applicable, 
inquire as to whether a victim impact statement has been 
returned to the attorney representing the state and, if a statement 
has been returned to the attorney, consider the information pro-
vided in the statement.  
(b) On inquiry by the sentencing court, the attorney representing 
the state shall make a copy of the statement available for consid-
eration by the court.  

ART.  56A.158.  DE F E N D A N T RE S P O N S E TO 
STAT E M E N T 

Before sentencing a defendant, a court shall permit the defendant 
or the defendant’s attorney a reasonable period to: 
(1) read the victim impact statement, excluding the victim’s 
name, address, and telephone number; 
(2) comment on the statement; and 
(3) with the approval of the court, introduce testimony or other 
information alleging a factual inaccuracy in the statement.  

ART.  56A.159.  TR A N S F E R O F STAT E M E N T A F T E R 
SE N T E N C I N G 

(a) If a court sentences a defendant to a period of community 
supervision, the attorney representing the state shall forward any 

victim impact statement received in the case to the community 
supervision and corrections department supervising the defen-
dant. 
(b) If a court sentences a defendant to imprisonment in the 
department, the court shall attach to the commitment papers the 
copy of the victim impact statement provided to the court under 
Article 56A.157(b).  

ART.  56A.160.  SU RV EY PL A N RE G A R D I N G 
STAT E M E N TS 

(a) In this article, “planning body” means the board, the clearing-
house, and the community justice assistance division of the 
department. 
(b) The planning body shall develop a survey plan to maintain 
statistics on the numbers and types of persons to whom state and 
local agencies provide victim impact statements during each year. 
(c) At intervals specified in the survey plan, the planning body 
may require any state or local agency to submit the following, in 
a form prescribed for the reporting of the information: 

(1) statistical data on the numbers and types of persons to 
whom the agency provides victim impact statements; and 
(2) any other information required by the planning body. 

(d) The form described by Subsection (c) must be designed to: 
(1) protect the privacy of persons provided rights under 
Subchapter B; and 
(2) determine whether the selected agency is making a good 
faith effort to protect the rights of the persons served.  

Subchapter E. Victim Assistance Coordinator; 
Crime Victim Liaison 

ART.  56A.201.  DE S I G N AT I O N O F VI C T I M 
AS S I S TA N C E CO O R D I N ATO R 

The district attorney, criminal district attorney, or county attor-
ney who prosecutes criminal cases shall designate a person to 
serve as victim assistance coordinator in that jurisdiction.  

ART.  56A.202.  DU T I E S  O F VI C T I M AS S I S TA N C E 
CO O R D I N ATO R 

(a) The victim assistance coordinator designated under Article 
56A.201 shall: 

(1) ensure that a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative 
of a deceased victim is provided the rights granted to victims, 
guardians, or relatives by Subchapter B; and 
(2) work closely with appropriate law enforcement agencies, 
attorneys representing the state, the board, and the judiciary 
in carrying out the duty described by Subdivision (1). 

(b) The victim assistance coordinator shall send to a victim, 
guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim a vic-
tim impact statement and victims’ information booklet described 
by Article 56A.151 and an application for compensation under 
Chapter 56B. The victim assistance coordinator shall include an 
offer to assist in completing the statement and application on 
request. 
(c) The victim assistance coordinator, on request, shall explain 
the possible use and consideration of the victim impact statement 
at any sentencing or parole hearing of the defendant. 

ART.  56A.203.  DE S I G N AT I O N O F CR I M E VI C T I M 
LI A I S O N  

Each local law enforcement agency shall designate one person to 
serve as the agency’s crime victim liaison. 
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ART.  56A.204.  DU T I E S  O F CR I M E VI C T I M 
LI A I S O N 

(a) The crime victim liaison designated under Article 56A.203 
shall ensure that a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative 
of a deceased victim is provided the rights granted to victims, 
guardians, or relatives by Articles 56A.051(a)(4), (6), and (9). 
(b) Each local law enforcement agency shall consult with the victim 
assistance coordinator in the office of the attorney representing the 
state to determine the most effective manner in which the crime 
victim liaison can perform the duties imposed on the crime victim 
liaison under this article and, if applicable, Article 56A.205. 

ART.  56A.205.  PS YC H O LO G I C A L CO U N S E L I N G 
F O R CE RTA I N JU RO R S 

(a) A commissioners court may approve a program in which a 
crime victim liaison or victim assistance coordinator may offer 
not more than 10 hours of post-investigation or posttrial psycho-
logical counseling for a person who: 

(1) serves as a grand juror, alternate grand juror, juror, or alter-
nate juror in a grand jury investigation or criminal trial 
involving graphic evidence or testimony; and 
(2) requests the counseling not later than the 180th day after 
the date on which the grand jury or jury is dismissed. 

(b) The crime victim liaison or victim assistance coordinator may 
provide the counseling using a provider that assists local criminal 
justice agencies in providing similar services to victims. 

Subchapter F. [Repealed] 

Subchapter G. Forensic Medical Examination of 
Sexual Assault Victim 

ART.  56A.301.  DE F I N I T I O N S  
In this subchapter: 
(1) “Crime laboratory” has the meaning assigned by Article 
38.35. 
(2) “Department” means the Department of Public Safety of the 
State of Texas. 

ART.  56A.302.  AP P L I C A B I L I T Y   
This subchapter applies to the following health care providers 
that provide diagnosis or treatment services to victims of sexual 
assault: 
(1) a general or special hospital licensed under Chapter 241, 
Health and Safety Code; 
(2) a general or special hospital owned by this state; 
(3) an outpatient clinic;  
(4) a private physician’s office; and 
(5) a SAFE program as defined by Section 323.051, Health and 
Safety Code. 

ART.  56A.303.  FO R E N S I C ME D I C A L 
EX A M I N AT I O N 

(a) In accordance with Subchapter B, Chapter 420, Government 
Code, and except as provided by Subsection (b), a health care 
provider shall conduct a forensic medical examination of: 

(1) a victim of a sexual assault who is a minor as defined by 
Section 101.003, Family Code, regardless of when the victim 
arrives at the provider, if the victim, a person authorized to act 
on behalf of the victim, or an employee of the Department of 
Family and Protective Services consents to the examination, 
or if consent is provided as described by Section 32.003 or 
32.005, Family Code; and 

(2) a victim of a sexual assault who is not a minor, if: 
(A) the victim arrives at the provider: 

(i) within 120 hours after the assault occurred; or 
(ii) later than 120 hours after the assault occurred, and 
the victim is: 

(a) referred for a forensic medical examination by a 
law enforcement agency under Subsection (b-1); or 
(b) referred for a forensic medical examination by a 
physician, sexual assault examiner, or sexual assault 
nurse examiner who has conducted a preliminary 
medical evaluation and determined that a forensic 
medical examination should be conducted; and 
(B) the victim, a person authorized to act on behalf 
of the victim, or an employee of the Department of 
Family and Protective Services consents to the 
examination. 

(b) If a health care provider does not provide diagnosis or treat-
ment services to victims of sexual assault, the provider shall refer 
a victim of a sexual assault who seeks a forensic medical examina-
tion under Subsection (a) to a health care provider that provides 
services to those victims. 
(b-1) A law enforcement agency shall refer a victim of a sexual 
assault for a forensic medical examination, to be conducted in 
accordance with Subsection (a), if a sexual assault is reported to a 
law enforcement agency within 120 hours after the assault or, if 
the victim is a minor as defined by Section 101.003, Family 
Code, regardless of when the sexual assault is reported. A law 
enforcement agency may make the same referral with respect to 
any victim of a sexual assault who is not a minor and who does 
not report the sexual assault within the 120-hour period required 
by this subsection if the agency believes that a forensic medical 
examination may further a sexual assault investigation or prose-
cution. 
(c) A victim of a sexual assault may not be required to participate 
in the investigation or prosecution of an offense as a condition of 
receiving a forensic medical examination under this article. 

ART.  56A.304.  PAY M E N T O F FE E S  RE L AT E D TO 
EX A M I N AT I O N 

(a) On application to the attorney general and subject to Article 
56A.305(e), a health care provider that provides a forensic med-
ical examination to a sexual assault survivor in accordance with 
this subchapter, or the sexual assault examiner or sexual assault 
nurse examiner who conducts that examination in accordance 
with this subchapter, as applicable, is entitled to be reimbursed in 
an amount set by attorney general rule for: 

(1) the reasonable costs of the forensic portion of that exami-
nation;  
(2) the evidence collection kit; and 
(3) the reasonable costs of other medical care provided to the 
victim during the forensic medical examination in accordance 
with Subchapters A and B, Chapter 323, Health and Safety 
Code, and of any prescribed continuing medical care that is 
related to the sexual assault and provided to the victim during 
the 30-day period following that examination, including med-
ication and medical testing. 

(b) The application under Subsection (a) must be in the form and 
manner prescribed by the attorney general and must include: 

(1) certification that the examination was conducted in accor-
dance with the requirements of Article 56A.303(a); and 
(2) a complete and itemized bill of the reasonable costs of the 
forensic portion of the examination and any additional med-
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ical care described by Subsection (a)(3). 
Subsection (c) as amended by HB 2462 and HB 2706,  

effective Sept. 1, 2021: 

(c) A health care provider or a sexual assault examiner or sexual 
assault nurse examiner, as applicable, who applies for reimburse-
ment under Subsection (a) shall accept reimbursement from the 
attorney general as payment for the costs unless: 

(1) the health care provider or sexual assault examiner or sex-
ual assault nurse examiner, as applicable: 

(A) requests, in writing, additional reimbursement from 
the attorney general; and 
(B) provides documentation in support of the additional 
reimbursement, as reasonably requested by the attorney 
general; and 

(2) the attorney general determines that there is a reasonable 
justification for additional reimbursement. 
Subsection (c) as amended by HB 3607, effective Sept. 1, 2021: 

(c) A health care facility or a sexual assault examiner or sexual 
assault nurse examiner, as applicable, who applies for reimburse-
ment under Subsection (a) shall accept reimbursement from the 
attorney general as payment for the costs unless: 

(1) the health care facility or sexual assault examiner or sexual 
assault nurse examiner, as applicable: 

(A) requests, in writing, additional reimbursement from 
the attorney general; and 
(B) provides documentation in support of the additional 
reimbursement, as reasonably requested by the attorney 
general; and 

(2) the attorney general determines that there is a reasonable 
justification for additional reimbursement. 

(d) A health care provider is not entitled to reimbursement under 
this article unless the forensic medical examination was conduct-
ed at the provider by a physician, sexual assault examiner, or sex-
ual assault nurse examiner. 
(e) On request, the attorney general may provide training to a 
health care provider regarding the process for applying for reim-
bursement under this article. 
(f ) A victim of a sexual assault may not be required to pay for: 

(1) the forensic portion of the forensic medical examination; or 
(2) the evidence collection kit. 

Amendment to (a)(3) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 47, §4). See effec-
tive note following Art. 56A.051. 

ART.  56A.3045.  PAY M E N T O F CO S TS  RE L AT E D 
TO TE S T I M O N Y 

A law enforcement agency or an office of the attorney represent-
ing the state may pay any costs related to the testimony of a 
licensed health care professional in a criminal proceeding regard-
ing the results of a forensic medical examination described by 
Article 56A.303 or the manner in which the examination was 
performed. 

ART.  56A.305.  PAY M E N T O F CO S TS  F O R 
CE RTA I N ME D I C A L CA R E 

(a) The attorney general shall make a payment to a victim of a 
sexual assault or on behalf of a victim of a sexual assault for the 
reasonable costs incurred for medical care that is provided to the 
victim as described by Article 56A.304(a). 
(b) The attorney general shall make a payment under Subsection 
(a) in accordance with the medical fee guidelines prescribed by 
Subtitle A, Title 5, Labor Code. A payment made under 
Subsection (a) may not exceed $25,000. 
(c) Neither the attorney general nor a victim of a sexual assault is 

liable for costs incurred for medical care that: 
(1) exceed the medical fee guidelines described by Subsection (b); or 
(2) is not medically necessary. 

(d) The Health and Human Services Commission may contract 
with a third-party vendor or other entity to provide health care 
providers access to prescription drugs for purposes of medical 
care described by Subsection (a). 
(e) The attorney general may deny or reduce a payment under 
Subsection (a) to the extent that the amount otherwise proposed 
for reimbursement is recouped from a collateral source. 

ART.  56A.306.  PRO C E D U R E S  F O R TR A N S F E R 
A N D PR E S E RVAT I O N O F EV I D E N C E 

(a) The department, consistent with Chapter 420, Government 
Code, shall develop procedures for the transfer, [and] preserva-
tion, and testing of evidence collected during a forensic medical 
examination for a sexual assault that was not reported to a law 
enforcement agency, including procedures for: 

(1) the transfer of the evidence to a crime laboratory or other 
suitable location designated by the public safety director of 
the department; 
(2) the preservation of the evidence by the entity receiving the 
evidence; [and] 
(3) the notification of the survivor [victim] of the offense 
through the statewide electronic tracking system before a 
planned destruction of evidence under this article; and 
(4) forensic DNA testing performed in accordance with the 
limited consent of a survivor or other authorized person, as 
described by Section 420.0736, Government Code. 

(a-1) The transfer and preservation of evidence collected during 
a forensic medical examination for a reported sexual assault must 
comply with the procedures under Sections 420.035(b) and (c) 
and 420.042(a), Government Code. 
(b) Subject to Subsection (c), an entity receiving evidence collect-
ed during a forensic medical examination as described by this 
subchapter shall preserve the evidence until the earlier of: 

(1) the fifth anniversary of the date on which the evidence was 
collected; or 
(2) the date on which written consent to release the evidence 
is obtained as provided by Section 420.0735, Government 
Code.  

(c) An entity receiving evidence collected during a forensic med-
ical examination as described by this subchapter may destroy the 
evidence on the expiration of the entity’s duty to preserve the evi-
dence under Subsection (b)(1) only if notice of the planned 
destruction is entered into the statewide electronic tracking sys-
tem and an objection is not received by the entity from the victim 
before the 91st day after the date on which the entity entered the 
notice of the planned destruction of the evidence into the track-
ing system. 

Amendments to (a) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 1422, §3). Section 
23(b) of HB 1422 provides: “Article 56A.306, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, and Section 420.0735, Government Code, as amended 
by this Act, and Section 420.0736, Government Code, as added by 
this Act, apply only to biological evidence collected on or after 
December 1, 2025. Biological evidence collected before December 
1, 2025, is governed by the law in effect on the date the evidence 
was collected, and the former law is continued in effect for that pur-
pose.” 

ART.  56A.307.  PRO C E D U R E S  F O R SU B M I S S I O N 
O R CO L L E C T I O N O F AD D I T I O N A L EV I D E N C E 

The department, consistent with Chapter 420, Government 
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Code, may develop procedures regarding the submission or col-
lection of additional evidence of a sexual assault other than 
through a forensic medical examination as described by Article 
56A.303. 

ART.  56A.308.  CO N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  O F CE RTA I N 
RE CO R D S 

(a) In this article, “identifying information” includes information 
that: 

(1) reveals the identity, personal history, or background of a 
person; or 
(2) concerns the victimization of a person. 

(b) A communication or record is confidential for purposes of 
Section 552.101, Government Code, if the communication or 
record: 

(1) contains identifying information regarding a victim who 
receives a forensic medical examination under Article 
56A.303; and 
(2) is created by, provided to, or in the control or possession 
of the department. 

ART.  56A.309.  RU L E S   
The attorney general and the department shall each adopt rules 
as necessary to implement this subchapter. 

Subchapter H. Presence of Advocate or 
Representative during Forensic Medical 

Examination or Law Enforcement Interview 

ART.  56A.351.  PR E S E N C E O F SE X UA L AS S AU LT 
PRO G R A M ADVO C AT E  

(a) Before conducting a forensic medical examination of a victim 
who consents to the examination for the collection of evidence 
for an alleged sexual assault, the physician or other medical ser-
vices personnel conducting the examination shall offer the victim 
the opportunity to have an advocate from a sexual assault pro-
gram as defined by Section 420.003, Government Code, be pre-
sent with the victim during the examination, if the advocate is 
available at the time of the examination. The advocate must have 
completed a sexual assault training program described by Section 
420.011(b), Government Code. 
(b) An advocate may only provide the victim with: 

(1) counseling and other support services; and 
(2) information regarding the rights of crime victims under 
Subchapter B. 

(c) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), an advocate and a sexual 
assault program providing the advocate may not delay or other-
wise impede the screening or stabilization of an emergency med-
ical condition. 
(d) A sexual assault program providing an advocate shall pay all 
costs associated with providing the advocate. 
(e) Any individual or entity, including a health care facility, that 
provides an advocate with access under Subsection (a) to a victim 
consenting to a forensic medical examination is not subject to 
civil or criminal liability for providing that access. [In this article, 
“health care facility” includes a hospital licensed under Chapter 
241, Health and Safety Code]. 
(f ) An individual or entity, including a health care facility, that is 
required to offer a victim the opportunity to have an advocate 
from a sexual assault program be present with the victim during 
the forensic medical examination shall document: 

(1) whether the offer was extended to the victim; 
(2) whether the advocate was available at the time of the 

examination; and 
(3) if the offer was not extended to the victim, the reason the 
offer was not extended to the victim. 

(g) In this article, “health care facility” includes a hospital 
licensed under Chapter 241, Health and Safety Code. 

Amendments to (e) and addition of (f) & (g) effective Sept. 1, 2025 
(SB 761, §4). See effective note following Art. 56A.051. 

ART.  56A.3515.  PR E S E N C E O F SE X UA L AS S AU LT 
PRO G R A M ADVO C AT E O R OT H E R VI C T I M’S  

RE P R E S E N TAT I V E DU R I N G LAW EN F O RC E M E N T 
IN T E RV I EW 

(a) Before conducting an investigative interview with a victim 
reporting a sexual assault, other than a victim who is a minor as 
defined by Section 101.003, Family Code, the peace officer or 
other individual conducting the interview shall offer the victim the 
opportunity to have an advocate from a sexual assault program, as 
defined by Section 420.003, Government Code, be present with 
the victim during the interview, if the advocate is available at the 
time of the interview. The advocate must have completed a sexual 
assault training program described by Section 420.011(b), 
Government Code. 
(b) If an advocate described by Subsection (a) is not available at 
the time of the interview, the peace officer or other individual 
conducting the interview shall offer the victim the opportunity to 
have a crime victim liaison from the law enforcement agency, a 
peace officer who has completed a sexual assault training program 
described by Section 420.011(b), Government Code, or a vic-
tim’s assistance counselor from a state or local agency or other 
entity be present with the victim during the interview. 
(b-1) The peace officer or other individual conducting an inves-
tigative interview described by Subsection (a) shall make a good 
faith effort to comply with Subsections (a) and (b), except that the 
officer’s or individual’s compliance with those subsections may not 
unreasonably delay or otherwise impede the interview process. 
(b-2) A victim described by Subsection (a) has the right to have 
an attorney present during an investigative interview with the 
victim. The attorney may not unreasonably delay or otherwise 
impede the interview process. 
(c) An advocate, liaison, officer, or counselor authorized to be 
present during an interview under this article may only provide 
the victim reporting the sexual assault with: 

(1) counseling and other support services; and 
(2) information regarding the rights of crime victims under 
Subchapter B. 

(d) The advocate, liaison, officer, or counselor and the sexual 
assault program or other entity providing the advocate, liaison, 
officer, or counselor may not unreasonably delay or otherwise 
impede the interview process. 
(e) A sexual assault program providing an advocate under 
Subsection (a) shall pay all costs associated with providing the 
advocate. An entity providing a victim’s assistance counselor 
under Subsection (b) shall pay all costs associated with providing 
the counselor. 
(f ) An individual or entity [A peace officer or law enforcement 
agency] that provides an advocate, liaison, officer, or counselor 
with access to a victim reporting a sexual assault is not subject to 
civil or criminal liability for providing that access. 

Amendments to (a), (b), (b-1), (d), & (f) and addition of (b-2) effec-
tive Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 761, §5). See effective note following Art. 
56A.051.  
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ART.  56A.352.  RE P R E S E N TAT I V E PROV I D E D B Y 
PE N A L IN S T I T U T I O N 

(a) In this article, “penal institution” has the meaning assigned by 
Section 1.07, Penal Code. 
(b) If a victim alleging to have sustained injuries as the victim of 
a sexual assault was confined in a penal institution at the time of 
the alleged assault, the penal institution shall provide, at the vic-
tim’s request, a representative to be present with the victim: 

(1) at any forensic medical examination conducted for the 
purpose of collecting and preserving evidence related to the 
investigation or prosecution of the alleged assault; and 
(2) during an investigative interview conducted by a peace 
officer in relation to the investigation of the alleged assault. 

(b-1) The representative provided by the penal institution under 
Subsection (b) must: 

(1) be approved by the penal institution; and 
(2) be a: 

(A) psychologist; 
(B) sociologist; 
(C) chaplain; 
(D) social worker; 
(E) case manager; or 
(F) volunteer who has completed a sexual assault training 
program described by Section 420.011(b), Government 
Code. 

(c) A representative may only provide the victim with: 
(1) counseling and other support services; and 
(2) information regarding the rights of crime victims under 
Subchapter B. 

(d) A representative may not delay or otherwise impede: 
(1) the screening or stabilization of an emergency medical 
condition; or 
(2) the interview process. 

Subchapter I. Peace Officer and Law 
Enforcement Agency Duties; Victim Notifications 

ART.  56A.401.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F RI G H TS 
At the initial contact or at the earliest possible time after the ini-
tial contact between a victim of a reported offense and the law 
enforcement agency having the responsibility for investigating 
the offense, the agency shall provide the victim a written notice 
containing: 
(1) information about the availability of emergency and medical 
services, if applicable; 
(2) information about the rights of crime victims under 
Subchapter B; 
(3) notice that the victim has the right to receive information: 

(A) regarding compensation to victims of crime as provided 
by Chapter 56B, including information relating to the costs 
that may be compensated under that chapter and the amount 
of compensation, eligibility for compensation, and procedures 
for application for compensation under that chapter; 
(B) for a victim of a sexual assault, regarding the payment 
under Subchapter G for a forensic medical examination and 
for any prescribed continuing medical care that is related to 
the sexual assault and provided to the victim during the 30-
day period following that examination, as provided by 
Subchapter G; and 
(C) providing a referral to available social service agencies that 
may offer additional assistance; 

(4) the name, address, and phone number of the law enforcement 

agency’s crime victim liaison; 
(5) the name, address, and phone number of the victim assistance 
coordinator of the office of the attorney representing the state; 
and 
(6) the following statement: 
“You may call the law enforcement agency’s telephone number 
for the status of the case and information about victims’ rights.” 

Amendment to (3)(C) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 47, §5). See effec-
tive note following Art. 56A.051. 

ART.  56A.402.  [RE PE A L E D]  

ART.  56A.403.  DU T I E S  O F PE AC E OF F I C E R S  
RE G A R D I N G VI C T I M S O F SE X UA L AS S AU LT 

(a) A peace officer who investigates an incident involving sexual 
assault or who responds to a disturbance call that may involve 
sexual assault shall provide to the victim a written notice contain-
ing information about the rights of crime victims under Article 
56A.052 and the rights and procedures under Chapter 58. 
(b) At the initial contact or at the earliest possible time after the 
initial contact between a sexual assault victim and the peace offi-
cer responding to the incident or disturbance call about the 
offense, the peace officer shall: 

(1) provide to the victim: 
(A) a written referral to the nearest sexual assault program 
as defined by Section 351.251, Local Government Code; 
and 
(B) information about the statewide electronic tracking 
system established under Section 420.034, Government 
Code; 

(2) offer to request a forensic medical examination on behalf 
of the victim in accordance with Article 56A.251; 
(3) coordinate with the local response team, as defined by 
Section 351.251, Local Government Code, to provide contin-
uing care to the victim or to further investigate the offense; 
and 
(4) provide to the victim a written notice containing all of the 
information required by this article. 

(c) Each law enforcement agency shall consult with a local sexual 
assault program or response team, as those terms are defined by 
Section 351.251, Local Government Code, to develop the writ-
ten notice required by Subsection (b). The notice must include 
the information described by Subsection (d) and may be com-
bined with the written notice required under Article 56A.401. At 
least once each biennium, the law enforcement agency shall 
update the notice required by Subsection (b). 
(d) The notice required by Subsection (b) must be in English and 
Spanish and include the current contact information for a victim 
assistance coordinator under Article 56A.201 and a crime victim 
liaison under Article 56A.203. The notice is considered sufficient 
if it includes the following statements: 
“NOTICE TO ADULT VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT” 

“It is a crime for any person to cause you any physical injury 
or harm.” 
“Please tell the investigating peace officer if you have been 
injured or if you feel you are going to be in danger when the 
officer leaves or at a later time.” 
“You have the right to: 
“(1) obtain a forensic medical examination within 120 hours 
of the assault to collect potential evidence and receive preven-
tative medications, even if you decide not to make a report to 
a law enforcement agency; 

A R T.  5 6 A . 4 0 3 .  D U T I E S  O F  P E A C E  O F F I C E R S  R E G A R D I N G  V I C T I M S  O F  S E X U A L  A S S A U LT

    C O D E  O F  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E D U R E     371



“(2) anonymously track or receive updates regarding the status 
and location of each item of evidence collected in your case;  
“(3) have a sexual assault program advocate present during a 
forensic medical examination; 
“(4) have a sexual assault program advocate or other victim’s 
representative present during an investigative interview with 
law enforcement; 
“(5) ask the local prosecutor to file a criminal complaint 
against the person who assaulted you; and 
“(6) if a defendant is arrested for a crime against you involving 
certain sexual crimes, stalking, or trafficking: 

“(A) request an order for emergency protection to be 
issued by a magistrate; [and] 
“(B) using procedures provided by Chapter 58, Code of 
Criminal Procedure, request a pseudonym to be used 
instead of your name in all public files and records con-
cerning the offense; and  
(C) apply to a court for a permanent order to protect you 
(you should consult a legal aid office, a prosecuting attor-
ney, or a private attorney).” 

“For example, the court can enter an order that prohibits the 
person who assaulted you from: 
“(1) committing further acts of violence; 
“(2) threatening, harassing, or contacting you or a member of 
your family or household; and 
“(3) going near your place of employment or near a child care 
facility or school attended by you or a member of your family 
or household.” 
“You cannot be charged a fee by a court in connection with 
filing, serving, or entering a protective order.” 
“If you have questions about the status of your case or need 
assistance, you may contact the crime victim liaison (insert 
name) at our agency (law enforcement agency address and vic-
tim liaison phone number).” 
“If you would like to speak with someone in the prosecuting 
attorney’s office, you may reach their victim assistance coordi-
nator at (address and phone number).” 
“Call the following sexual assault program or social service 
organization if you need assistance or wish to speak with an 
advocate: 

“_______________ 
“_______________.” 

“You may receive a sexual assault forensic medical examina-
tion at the following location(s): 

“_______________ 
“_______________.” 

“To get help from the National Human Trafficking Hotline: 
1-888-373-7888 or text HELP or INFO to BeFree 
(233733).” 

(e) A sexual assault program may provide a written description of 
the program’s services to a law enforcement agency, for use in 
delivering the written referral required by Subsection (b). 

Amendments to (a) & (d) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 836, §4). 
Section 10 of SB 836 provides: “Article 56A.403, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, as amended by this Act, applies only to a peace officer’s 
investigation or response that occurs on or after the effective date 
of this Act. A peace officer’s investigation or response that occurs 
before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect 
on the date the investigation was conducted or the response was 
made, and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.” 

Subchapter J. Required Notifications by 

Attorney Representing the State 

ART.  56A.451.  NOT I F I C AT I O N S O F RI G H TS 
(a) Not later than the 10th day after the date that an indictment 
or information is returned against a defendant for an offense, the 
attorney representing the state shall give to each victim of the 
offense a written notice containing: 

(1) the case number and assigned court for the case; 
(2) a brief general statement of each procedural stage in the 
processing of a criminal case, including bail, plea bargaining, 
parole restitution, and appeal; 
(3) a statement that the attorney representing the state does 
not represent the victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative 
of a deceased victim; 
(4) suggested steps the victim may take if the victim is subject-
ed to threats or intimidation; 
(5) [(4)] the name, address, and phone number of the local 
victim assistance coordinator; and 
(6) [(5)] notification of: 

(A) the rights and procedures under this chapter, Chapter 
56B, and Subchapter B, Chapter 58; 
(B) the right to file a victim impact statement with the 
office of the attorney representing the state and the depart-
ment; 
(C) the right to receive information: 

(i) regarding compensation to victims of crime as pro-
vided by Chapter 56B, including information relating 
to the costs that may be compensated under that chap-
ter, eligibility for compensation, and procedures for 
application for compensation under that chapter; 
(ii) for a victim of a sexual assault, regarding the pay-
ment under Subchapter G for a forensic medical exam-
ination and for any prescribed continuing medical care 
that is related to the sexual assault and provided to the 
victim during the 30-day period following that exami-
nation, as provided by Subchapter G; [and] 
(iii) providing a referral to available social service agen-
cies that may offer additional assistance; [and] 

(D) the right of a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative 
of a deceased victim, as defined by Section 508.117, 
Government Code, to appear in person before a member of 
the board as provided by Section 508.153, Government Code; 
and 
(E) the right of a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative 
of a deceased victim to assert the rights granted by this chapter 
either orally or in writing, and either individually or through 
an attorney, as provided by Article 56A.0531. 

(b) The brief general statement required by Subsection (a)(2) that 
describes the plea bargaining stage in a criminal trial must 
include a statement that: 

(1) a victim impact statement provided by a victim, guardian 
of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim will be con-
sidered by the attorney representing the state in entering into 
a plea bargain agreement; and 
(2) the judge before accepting a plea bargain agreement is 
required under Article 26.13(e) to ask: 

(A) whether a victim impact statement has been returned 
to the attorney representing the state; 
(B) if a victim impact statement has been returned, for a 
copy of the statement; and 
(C) whether the attorney representing the state has given 
the victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a 
deceased victim notice of the existence and terms of the 

A R T.  5 6 A . 4 5 1 .  N O T I F I C AT I O N S  O F  R I G H T S

372    C O D E  O F  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E D U R E     



plea bargain agreement. 

Addition of (a)(3) & (a)(6)(E) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 761, §6 ). 
See effective note following Art. 56A.051. 

Amendments to (a)(6)(C)(ii) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 47, §6). See 
effective note following Art. 56A.051. 

ART.  56A.452.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F SC H E D U L E D 
CO U RT PRO C E E D I N G S 

(a) If requested by the victim, the attorney representing the state, 
at least five business days before the date of the court proceeding 
or the filing of the continuance request or otherwise as soon [far] 
as reasonably practicable [practical], shall give the victim notice 
of: 

(1) any scheduled court proceedings [and changes in that 
schedule]; and 
(2) the filing of a request for continuance of a trial setting. 

(b) If requested by the victim, the attorney representing the state 
shall give the victim notice of any changes in scheduled court 
proceedings as soon as possible. 

Amendments to (a) and addition of (b) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 
761, §7). See effective note following Art. 56A.051. 

 
 

ART.  56A.453.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F PL E A 
BA RG A I N AG R E E M E N T 

The attorney representing the state, as far as reasonably practical, 
shall give a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a 
deceased victim notice of the existence and terms of any plea bar-
gain agreement to be presented to the court. 

ART.  56A.454.  VI C T I M CO N TAC T IN F O R M AT I O N 
(a) A victim who receives a notice under Article 56A.451(a) and 
who chooses to receive other notice under law about the same 
case must keep the following persons informed of the victim’s 
current address and phone number: 

(1) the attorney representing the state; and 
(2) the department if the defendant is imprisoned in the 
department after sentencing. 

(b) An attorney representing the state who receives information 
concerning a victim’s current address and phone number shall 
immediately provide that information to the community super-
vision and corrections department supervising the defendant, if 
the defendant is placed on community supervision. 

Subchapter K. Notification by Certain Entities 
of Release or Escape 

ART.  56A.501.  DE F I N I T I O N [DE F I N I T I O N S]   
In this subchapter, “correctional [: (1) “Correctional] facility” has 
the meaning assigned by Section 1.07, Penal Code. 
[(2) “Family violence” has the meaning assigned by Section 
71.004, Family Code.] 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 1120, §6). See effective note 
following Art. 56A.001. 

ART.  56A.502.  AP P L I C A B I L I T Y  
This subchapter applies to a defendant convicted of: 
(1) an offense under Title 5, Penal Code, that is punishable as a 
felony; 
(2) an offense described by Section 508.187(a), Government 
Code, other than an offense described by Subdivision (1); or 

(3) an offense involving family violence, stalking, or violation of 
a protective order or magistrate’s order.  

ART.  56A.503.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F RE L E A S E  O R 
ES C A PE 

(a) The department or sheriff, whichever has custody of a defen-
dant in the case of a felony, or the sheriff in the case of a misde-
meanor, shall notify a victim of the offense or a witness who tes-
tified against the defendant at the trial for the offense, other than 
a witness who testified in the course and scope of the witness’s 
official or professional duties, when a defendant convicted of an 
offense described by Article 56A.502: 

(1) completes the defendant’s sentence and is released; or 
(2) escapes from a correctional facility. 

(b) If the department is required by Subsection (a) to give notice 
to a victim or witness, the department shall also give notice to 
local law enforcement officials in the county in which the victim 
or witness resides.  

ART.  56A.504.  NOT I F I C AT I O N RE G A R D I N G 
DE F E N D A N T SU B J E C T TO EL E C T RO N I C 

MO N I TO R I N G 
The department, in the case of a defendant released on parole or 
to mandatory supervision following a term of imprisonment for 
an offense described by Article 56A.502, or a community super-
vision and corrections department supervising a defendant con-
victed of an offense described by Article 56A.502 and subse-
quently released on community supervision, shall notify a victim 
or witness described by Article 56A.503(a) when the defendant, 
if subject to electronic monitoring as a condition of release, ceases 
to be electronically monitored. 

ART.  56A.505.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F RI G H T TO 
NOT I C E 

Not later than immediately following the conviction of a defen-
dant for an offense described by Article 56A.502, the attorney 
who represented the state in the prosecution of the case shall 
notify in writing a victim or witness described by Article 
56A.503(a) of the victim’s or witness’s right to receive notice 
under this subchapter. 

ART.  56A.506.  VI C T I M O R WI T N E S S  CO N TAC T 
IN F O R M AT I O N;  CO N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  

(a) A victim or witness who wants notification under this sub-
chapter must: 

(1) provide the department, the sheriff, or the community 
supervision and corrections department supervising the 
defendant, as appropriate, with the e-mail address, mailing 
address, and telephone number of the victim, witness, or 
other person through whom the victim or witness may be 
contacted; and 
(2) notify the appropriate department or the sheriff of any 
change of address or telephone number of the victim, witness, 
or other person. 

(b) Information obtained and maintained by the department, a 
sheriff, or a community supervision and corrections department 
under this article is privileged and confidential. 

ART.  56A.507.  TI M E F O R NOT I C E 
(a) The department, the sheriff, or the community supervision 
and corrections department supervising the defendant, as appro-
priate: 

(1) shall make a reasonable attempt to give any notice 
required by Article 56A.503(a) or 56A.504: 

A R T.  5 6 A . 5 5 1 .  D E F I N I T I O N

    C O D E  O F  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E D U R E     373



(A) not later than the 30th day before the date the defen-
dant: 

(i) completes the sentence and is released; or 
(ii) ceases to be electronically monitored as a condition 
of release; or 

(B) immediately if the defendant escapes from the correc-
tional facility; and 

(2) may give the notice by e-mail, if possible. 
(b) An attempt by the department, the sheriff, or the community 
supervision and corrections department supervising the defen-
dant to give notice to a victim or witness at the victim’s or wit-
ness’s last known mailing address or, if notice by e-mail is possi-
ble, last known e-mail address, as shown on the records of the 
appropriate department or agency, constitutes a reasonable 
attempt to give notice under this subchapter. 

Subchapter L. Notification by Department of 
Escape or Transfer 

ART.  56A.551.  DE F I N I T I O N  
In this subchapter, “witness’s close relative” means a person who: 
(1) was the spouse of a deceased witness at the time of the wit-
ness’s death; or 
(2) is a parent or adult brother, sister, or child of a deceased witness. 

ART.  56A.552.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F VI C T I M  
The department shall immediately notify the victim of an 
offense, the victim’s guardian, or the victim’s close relative if the 
victim is deceased, if the victim, victim’s guardian, or victim’s 
close relative has notified the department as provided by Article 
56A.554, when the defendant: 
(1) escapes from a facility operated by the department for the 
imprisonment of individuals convicted of felonies other than 
state jail felonies; or 
(2) is transferred from the custody of a facility described by 
Subdivision (1) to the custody of a peace officer under a writ of 
attachment or a bench warrant. 

ART.  56A.553.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F WI T N E S S   
The department shall immediately notify a witness who testified 
against a defendant at the trial for the offense for which the 
defendant is imprisoned, the witness’s guardian, or the witness’s 
close relative, if the witness, witness’s guardian, or witness’s close 
relative has notified the department as provided by Article 
56A.554, when the defendant: 
(1) escapes from a facility operated by the department for the 
imprisonment of individuals convicted of felonies other than 
state jail felonies; or 
(2) is transferred from the custody of a facility described by 
Subdivision (1) to the custody of a peace officer under a writ of 
attachment or a bench warrant. 

ART.  56A.554.  RE QU E S T F O R NOT I F I C AT I O N;  
CH A N G E O F AD D R E S S  

A victim, witness, guardian, or close relative who wants notifica-
tion of a defendant’s escape or transfer from custody under a writ 
of attachment or bench warrant must notify the department of 
that fact and of any change of address. 

ART.  56A.555.  NOT I C E O F TR A N S F E R F RO M O R 
RE T U R N TO CU S TO D Y 

The department shall include in a notice provided under Article 
56A.552(2) or 56A.553(2) the name, address, and telephone 
number of the peace officer receiving the defendant into custody. 

On returning the defendant to the custody of the department, 
the victim services division of the department shall notify the vic-
tim, witness, guardian, or close relative, as applicable, of the 
return.  

Subchapter M. Other Powers and Duties of 
Department and Clearinghouse 

ART.  56A.601.  DATA B A S E F O R DE F E N D A N T 
RE L E A S E IN F O R M AT I O N 

The department shall: 
(1) create and maintain a computerized database containing the 
release information and release date of a defendant convicted of 
an offense described by Article 56A.502; and 
(2) allow a victim or witness entitled to notice under Subchapter 
K or L to access through the Internet the computerized database 
maintained under Subdivision (1). 

ART.  56A.602.  VI C T I M-OF F E N D E R ME D I AT I O N 
The victim services division of the department shall: 
(1) train volunteers to act as mediators between victims, 
guardians of victims, and close relatives of deceased victims and 
offenders whose criminal conduct caused bodily injury or death 
to victims; and 
(2) provide mediation services through referral of a trained vol-
unteer, if requested by a victim, guardian of a victim, or close rel-
ative of a deceased victim. 

ART.  56A.603.  CL E A R I N G H O U S E AN N UA L 
CO N F E R E N C E  

The clearinghouse may: 
(1) conduct an annual conference to provide to participants in 
the criminal justice system training containing information on 
crime victims’ rights; and 
(2) charge a fee to a person attending the conference described by 
Subdivision (1).  

ART.  56A.604.  CR I M E VI C T I M AS S I S TA N C E 
STA N D A R D S 

The clearinghouse shall develop crime victim assistance standards 
and distribute those standards to law enforcement officers and 
attorneys representing the state to aid those officers and attorneys 
in performing duties imposed by this chapter, Chapter 56B, and 
Subchapter B, Chapter 58.  

CHAPTER 56B.  CRIME VICTIMS’ 
COMPENSATION 

Subchapter A. General Provisions 

ART.  56B.001.  SH O RT TI T L E  
This chapter may be cited as the Crime Victims’ Compensation 
Act.  

ART.  56B.002.  LE G I S L AT I V E FI N D I N G S A N D 
IN T E N T  

(a) The legislature recognizes that many innocent individuals suf-
fer personal injury or death as a result of criminal acts. Crime vic-
tims and persons who intervene to prevent criminal acts often 
suffer disabilities, incur financial burdens, or become dependent 
on public assistance. The legislature finds that there is a need to 
compensate crime victims and those who suffer personal injury 
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or death in the prevention of crime or in the apprehension of 
criminals. 
(b) It is the legislature’s intent that the compensation of innocent 
victims of violent crime encourage greater public cooperation in 
the successful apprehension and prosecution of criminals.  

ART.  56B.003.  DE F I N I T I O N S  
In this chapter: 
(1) “Child” means an individual younger than 18 years of age who: 

(A) is not married; or 
(B) has not had the disabilities of minority removed for gen-
eral purposes under Chapter 31, Family Code. 

(2) “Claimant” means any of the following individuals, other 
than a service provider, who is entitled to file or has filed a claim 
for compensation under this chapter: 

(A) an authorized individual acting on behalf of a victim; 
(B) an individual who legally assumes the obligation or who 
voluntarily pays medical or burial expenses of a victim 
incurred as a result of the criminally injurious conduct of 
another; 
(C) a dependent of a victim who died as a result of the crim-
inally injurious conduct; 
(D) a family member or household member of a victim who, 
as a result of the criminally injurious conduct: 

(i) requires psychiatric care or counseling; 
(ii) incurs expenses for traveling to and attending a 
deceased victim’s funeral; or 
(iii) suffers wage loss from bereavement leave taken in con-
nection with the death of the victim; or 

(E) an authorized individual acting on behalf of a child 
described by Paragraph (C) or (D). 

(3) “Collateral source” means any of the following sources of ben-
efits or advantages for pecuniary loss that a claimant or victim has 
received or that is readily available to the claimant or victim from: 

(A) the offender under an order of restitution to the claimant 
or victim that is imposed by a court as a condition of commu-
nity supervision; 
(B) the United States, a federal agency, a state or any of its 
political subdivisions, or an instrumentality of two or more 
states, unless the law providing for the benefits or advantages 
makes those benefits or advantages in addition to or sec-
ondary to benefits under this chapter; 
(C) social security, Medicare, or Medicaid; 
(D) another state’s or another country’s crime victims’ com-
pensation program; 
(E) workers’ compensation; 
(F) an employer’s wage continuation program, not including 
vacation and sick leave benefits; 
(G) proceeds of an insurance contract payable to or on behalf 
of the claimant or victim for loss that the claimant or victim 
sustained because of the criminally injurious conduct; 
(H) a contract or self-funded program providing hospital and 
other health care services or benefits; or 
(I) proceeds awarded to the claimant or victim as a result of 
third-party litigation. 

(4) “Criminally injurious conduct” means conduct that: 
(A) occurs or is attempted; 
(B) poses a substantial threat of personal injury or death; 
(C) is punishable by fine, imprisonment, or death, or would 
be punishable by fine, imprisonment, or death if the person 
engaging in the conduct possessed the capacity to commit the 
conduct; and 
(D) does not arise out of the ownership, maintenance, or use 

of a motor vehicle, aircraft, or water vehicle, unless the con-
duct is: 

(i) intended to cause personal injury or death; 
(ii) in violation of Section 545.157 or 545.401, 
Transportation Code, if the conduct results in bodily 
injury or death; 
(iii) in violation of Section 550.021, Transportation Code; or 
(iv) in violation of one or more of the following sections of 
the Penal Code: 

(a) Section 19.04 (manslaughter); 
(b) Section 19.05 (criminally negligent homicide); 
(c) Section 22.02 (aggravated assault); 
(d) Section 22.05 (deadly conduct); 
(e) Section 49.04 (driving while intoxicated); 
(f ) Section 49.05 (flying while intoxicated); 
(g) Section 49.06 (boating while intoxicated); 
(h) Section 49.07 (intoxication assault); or 
(i) Section 49.08 (intoxication manslaughter). 

(5) “Dependent” means: 
(A) a surviving spouse; 
(B) a person who is a dependent, within the meaning of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, of a victim; and 
(C) a posthumous child of a deceased victim. 

(5-a) “Family member” means an individual who is related to a 
victim by consanguinity or affinity. 
(6) “Family violence” has the meaning assigned by Section 
71.004, Family Code. 
(7) “Household member” means an individual who resided in the 
same permanent household as the victim at the time that the 
criminally injurious conduct occurred. 
(9) “Intervenor” means an individual who goes to the aid of 
another and is killed or injured in a good faith effort to: 

(A) prevent criminally injurious conduct; 
(B) apprehend a person reasonably suspected of having 
engaged in criminally injurious conduct; or 
(C) aid a peace officer. 

(10) “Pecuniary loss” means the amount of the expense reason-
ably and necessarily incurred as a result of personal injury or 
death for: 

(A) medical, hospital, nursing, or psychiatric care or counsel-
ing, or physical therapy; 
(B) actual loss of past earnings and anticipated loss of future 
earnings and necessary travel expenses because of: 

(i) a disability resulting from the personal injury; 
(ii) the receipt of medically indicated services related to the 
disability; or 
(iii) participation in or attendance at investigative, prose-
cutorial, or judicial processes or any postconviction or 
postadjudication proceeding relating to criminally injuri-
ous conduct; 

(C) care of a child or dependent, including specialized care for 
a child who is a victim; 
(D) funeral and burial expenses, including, for a family mem-
ber or household member of the victim, the necessary expens-
es of traveling to and attending the funeral; 
(E) loss of support to a dependent, consistent with Article 
56B.057(b)(5); 
(F) reasonable and necessary costs of cleaning the crime scene; 
(G) reasonable replacement costs for clothing, bedding, or 
property of the victim seized as evidence or rendered unusable 
as a result of the criminal investigation; 
(H) reasonable and necessary costs for relocation and housing 
rental assistance payments as provided by Articles 56B.106(c) 
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and (c-1); 
(I) for a family member or household member of a deceased 
victim, bereavement leave; [and] 
(J) reasonable and necessary costs of traveling to and from a 
place of execution to witness the execution, including  lodging 
near the place where the execution is conducted; and 
(K) tattoo removal as provided by Article 56B.106(c-4). 

(11) “Personal injury” means physical or mental harm. 
(12) “Sexual assault” means an offense under Section 21.02, 
21.11(a)(1), 22.011, or 22.021, Penal Code. 
(13) “Trafficking of persons” means any offense that results in a 
person engaging in forced labor or services, including sexual con-
duct, and that may be prosecuted under Section 20A.02, 20A.03, 
43.03, 43.031, 43.032, 43.04, 43.041, 43.05, 43.25, 43.251, or 
43.26, Penal Code. 
(14) “Victim” means: 

(A) an individual who: 
(i) suffers personal injury or death as a result of criminally 
injurious conduct or as a result of actions taken by the 
individual as an intervenor, if the conduct or actions 
occurred in this state; and 
(ii) is a resident of this state or another state of the United 
States; 

(B) an individual who: 
(i) suffers personal injury or death as a result of criminally 
injurious conduct or as a result of actions taken by the 
individual as an intervenor, if the conduct or actions 
occurred in a state or country that does not have a crime 
victims’ compensation program that meets the require-
ments of Section 1403(b), Victims of Crime Act of 1984 
(34 U.S.C. Section 20102(b)); 
(ii) is a resident of this state; and 
(iii) would be entitled to compensation under this chapter 
if the criminally injurious conduct or actions had occurred 
in this state; or 

(C) an individual who: 
(i) suffers personal injury or death as a result of criminally 
injurious conduct caused by an act of international terror-
ism as defined by 18 U.S.C. Section 2331 committed out-
side of the United States; and 
(ii) is a resident of this state. 

(15) “Victim-related services or assistance” means compensation, 
services, or assistance provided directly to a victim or claimant to 
support or assist in the recovery of the victim or claimant from 
the consequences of criminally injurious conduct.  

Addition of (10)(K) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 1804, §3). See effec-
tive note following Art. 42.0372. 

Addition of §43.032 to (13) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 1778, §2.06). 

ART.  56B.0035.  CR I M I N A L LY IN J U R I O U S 
CO N D U C T 

(a) For purposes of this chapter, criminally injurious conduct 
includes the solicitation or patronization of forced labor or ser-
vices, including sexual conduct, by any person if the solicitation 
or patronization occurs in connection with a scheme or course of 
conduct that constitutes the trafficking of persons. 
(b) A victim of criminally injurious conduct described by 
Subsection (a) is a trafficking victim for the purposes of grant 
programs administered by the office of the governor. 

ART.  56B.004.  AD M I N I S T R AT I O N;  RU L E S  
(a) The attorney general shall adopt rules consistent with this 

chapter governing its administration, including rules relating to 
the method of filing claims and the proof of entitlement to com-
pensation and the review of health care services subject to com-
pensation under this chapter, Chapter 56A, and Subchapter B, 
Chapter 58. 
(b) Subchapters A and B, Chapter 2001, Government Code, 
except Sections 2001.004(3) and 2001.005, apply to the attorney 
general. 
(c) The attorney general may delegate to a person in the attorney 
general’s office a power or duty given to the attorney general 
under this chapter.  

ART.  56B.005.  AN N UA L RE P O RT  
Not later than the 100th day after the end of each state fiscal year, 
the attorney general shall submit to the governor and the legisla-
ture a report on the attorney general’s activities during the pre-
ceding fiscal year, including a statistical summary of claims and 
awards made and denied.  

ART.  56B.006.  PU B L I C NOT I C E  
(a) A hospital licensed under the laws of this state shall display 
prominently in its emergency room posters giving notice of the 
existence and general provisions of this chapter. 
(b) The attorney general shall: 

(1) set standards for the location of the posters described by 
Subsection (a); and 
(2) provide posters, application forms, and general informa-
tion regarding this chapter to each hospital and physician 
licensed to practice in this state.  

ART.  56B.007.  NOT I C E B Y  LO C A L LAW 
EN F O RC E M E N T AG E N C Y 

(a) Each local law enforcement agency shall inform a claimant or 
victim of the provisions of this chapter and make application 
forms available. 
(b) The attorney general: 

(1) shall: 
(A) provide application forms and all other documents 
that a local law enforcement agency may require to comply 
with this article; and 
(B) set standards to be followed by a local law enforcement 
agency to comply with this article; and 

(2) may require a local law enforcement agency to file with the 
attorney general a description of the procedures adopted by 
the agency to comply with this article.  

Subchapter B. Application and Review 

ART.  56B.051.  AP P L I C AT I O N F O R 
CO M PE N S AT I O N 

(a) An applicant for compensation under this chapter must apply 
in writing on a form prescribed by the attorney general. 
(b) An application for compensation under this chapter must be 
verified and contain: 

(1) the date on which the criminally injurious conduct 
occurred; 
(2) a description of the nature and circumstances of the crim-
inally injurious conduct; 
(3) a complete financial statement, including: 

(A) the cost of medical care or burial expenses and the loss 
of wages or support the claimant or victim has incurred or 
will incur; and 
(B) the extent to which the claimant or victim has been 
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indemnified for the expenses under Paragraph (A) from a 
collateral source; 

(4) a statement indicating the extent of any disability resulting 
from the injury incurred; 
(5) an authorization permitting the attorney general to verify 
the contents of the application; and 
(6) any other information the attorney general requires.  

ART.  56B.052.  PE R I O D F O R FI L I N G 
AP P L I C AT I O N 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this article, a claimant or vic-
tim must file an application not later than the third anniversary 
of the date of the criminally injurious conduct. 
(b) The attorney general may extend the time for filing for good 
cause shown by the claimant or victim. 
(c) If the victim is a child, the application must be filed not later 
than the third anniversary of the date the claimant or victim is made 
aware of the offense, but not after the child attains 21 years of age. 
(d) If a claimant or victim presents medically documented evi-
dence of a physical or mental incapacity that was incurred by the 
claimant or victim as a result of the criminally injurious conduct 
and that reasonably prevented the claimant or victim from filing 
the application within the limitations period under Subsection 
(a), the period of the incapacity is not included. 
(e) For a claim that is based on criminally injurious conduct in 
violation of Chapter 19, Penal Code, the claimant must file an 
application not later than the third anniversary of the date the 
identity of the victim is established by a law enforcement agency.  

ART.  56B.053.  RE P O RT I N G O F OF F E N S E 
RE QU I R E D 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this article, a claimant or vic-
tim may not file an application unless the victim reports the 
criminally injurious conduct to the appropriate state or local 
public safety or law enforcement agency within a reasonable peri-
od, but not so late as to interfere with or hamper the investigation 
and prosecution of the offense after the criminally injurious con-
duct is committed. 
(b) The attorney general may extend the time for reporting the 
criminally injurious conduct if the attorney general determines 
that the extension is justified by extraordinary circumstances. 
(c) Subsection (a) does not apply if the victim is a child.  

ART.  56B.054.  RE V I EW A N D IN V E S T I G AT I O N O F 
AP P L I C AT I O N 

(a) The attorney general shall appoint a clerk to review each 
application for compensation described by Article 56B.051 to 
ensure the application is complete. 
(b) The attorney general may review the actual or proposed 
health care services for which a claimant or victim seeks compen-
sation in an application filed under Article 56B.051. 
(c) The clerk shall return to the claimant or victim any applica-
tion that is incomplete and shall provide a brief statement show-
ing the additional information required. Not later than the 30th 
day after the date of receiving a returned application, a claimant 
or victim may: 

(1) provide the additional information; or 
(2) appeal the action to the attorney general, who shall review the 
application to determine whether the application is complete. 

(d) The attorney general may investigate an application. 
(e) As part of the attorney general’s review, verification, and hear-
ing duties under this chapter, the attorney general may: 

(1) subpoena witnesses and administer oaths to determine 
whether and the extent to which a claimant or victim qualifies 

for an award; and 
(2) as provided by Article 56B.055 and if the mental, physical, 
or emotional condition of a claimant or victim is material to 
the claim, order: 

(A) a claimant or victim to submit to a mental or physical 
examination by a physician or psychologist; or 
(B) an autopsy of a deceased victim. 

(f ) On request by the attorney general and not later than the 14th 
business day after the date of the request, a law enforcement 
agency shall release to the attorney general all reports, including 
witness statements and criminal history record information, to 
allow the attorney general to determine whether a claimant or 
victim qualifies for an award and the extent of the qualification.  

ART.  56B.055.  ME N TA L O R PH Y S I C A L 
EX A M I N AT I O N;  AU TO P S Y 

(a) For good cause shown, an order for a mental or physical 
examination or an autopsy as provided by Article 56B.054(e)(2) 
may be made on notice to the individual to be examined and, if 
applicable, to each person who has appeared at a hearing under 
Article 56B.056. 
(b) An order under Subsection (a) must: 

(1) specify the time, place, manner, conditions, and scope of 
the examination or autopsy; 
(2) specify the person who is to perform the examination or 
autopsy; and 
(3) require the person performing the examination or autopsy 
to file with the attorney general a detailed written report of 
the examination or autopsy. 

(c) A report must set out the findings of the person performing 
the examination or autopsy, including: 

(1) the results of any test performed; and 
(2) any diagnosis, prognosis, or other conclusion or report of 
an earlier examination of the same condition. 

(d) On request of the individual examined, the attorney general 
shall provide to the individual a copy of the report. If the victim 
is deceased, the attorney general on request shall provide to the 
claimant a copy of the report. 
(e) A physician or psychologist performing an examination or 
autopsy under this article shall be compensated from money 
appropriated for the administration of this chapter.  

ART.  56B.056.  HE A R I N G S A N D PR E H E A R I N G 
CO N F E R E N C E S  

(a) The attorney general shall determine whether a hearing on an 
application for compensation under this chapter is necessary. 
(b) On determining that a hearing is not necessary, the attorney 
general may approve the application in accordance with Article 
56B.057. 
(c) On determining that a hearing is necessary or on request for 
a hearing by the claimant or victim, the attorney general shall 
consider the application at a hearing at a time and place of the 
attorney general’s choosing. The attorney general shall notify all 
interested persons not later than the 10th day before the date of 
the hearing. 
(d) At the hearing the attorney general shall: 

(1) review the application for compensation and any report 
prepared under Article 56B.055 and any other evidence 
obtained as a result of the attorney general’s investigation; and 
(2) receive other evidence that the attorney general finds nec-
essary or desirable to evaluate the application properly. 

(e) The attorney general may appoint hearing officers to conduct 
hearings or prehearing conferences under this chapter. 
(f ) A hearing or prehearing conference is open to the public 
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unless the hearing officer or attorney general determines in a par-
ticular case that all or part of the hearing or conference should be 
held in private because a criminal suspect has not been appre-
hended or because a private hearing or conference is in the inter-
est of the claimant or victim. 
(g) The attorney general may suspend the proceedings pending 
disposition of a criminal prosecution that has been commenced 
or is imminent, except that the attorney general may make an 
emergency award under Article 56B.102. 
(h) Subchapters C through H, Chapter 2001, Government 
Code, do not apply to the attorney general or the attorney gen-
eral’s orders and decisions.  

ART.  56B.057.  AP P ROVA L O F AP P L I C AT I O N 
(a) The attorney general shall approve an application for compen-
sation under this chapter if the attorney general finds by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence that grounds for compensation under 
this chapter exist. 
(b) The attorney general shall deny an application for compensa-
tion under this chapter if: 

(1) the criminally injurious conduct is not reported as provid-
ed by Article 56B.053; 
(2) the application is not made in the manner provided by 
Articles 56B.051 and 56B.052; 
(3) the claimant or victim knowingly and willingly participat-
ed in the criminally injurious conduct; 
(4) the claimant or victim is the offender or an accomplice of 
the offender; 
(5) an award of compensation to the claimant or victim would 
benefit the offender or an accomplice of the offender; 
(6) the claimant or victim was incarcerated in a penal institu-
tion, as defined by Section 1.07, Penal Code, at the time the 
offense was committed; or 
(7) the claimant or victim knowingly or intentionally submits 
false or forged information to the attorney general. 

(c) Subsection (b)(3) does not apply to a claimant or victim who 
seeks compensation for criminally injurious conduct that is: 

(1) in violation of Section 20A.02(a)(7), Penal Code; or 
(2) trafficking of persons, other than an offense described by 
Subdivision (1), if the criminally injurious conduct the 
claimant or victim participated in was the result of force, 
fraud, or coercion. 

(d) Except as provided by rules adopted by the attorney general 
to prevent the unjust enrichment of an offender, the attorney 
general may not deny an award otherwise payable to a claimant 
or victim because the claimant or victim: 

(1) is a family member of the offender; or 
(2) resides in the same household as the offender.  

ART.  56B.058.  DI S C LO S U R E A N D US E O F 
IN F O R M AT I O N 

(a) This article does not apply to information made confidential 
by law. 
(b) An application for compensation under this chapter and any 
information, document, summary, or other record provided to or 
received, maintained, or created by the attorney general under 
this chapter, including a report released to the attorney general 
under Article 56B.054(f ), is: 

(1) except as provided by Section 552.132(c), Government 
Code, not subject to disclosure under Chapter 552 of that 
code; and 
(2) except as provided by Subsection (c), not subject to disclo-
sure, discovery, subpoena, or other means of legal compulsion 
for release. 

(c) The attorney general may not release or disclose an applica-
tion for compensation under this chapter, or any information, 
document, summary, or other record provided to or received, 
maintained, or created by the attorney general under this chapter, 
except: 

(1) by court order for good cause shown, if the order includes 
a finding that the information is not available from any other 
source; 
(2) with the consent of: 

(A) the claimant or victim; or 
(B) the person that provided the information to the attor-
ney general; 

(3) to an employee or other person under the direction of the 
attorney general; 
(4) to another crime victims’ compensation program that 
meets the requirements of 34 U.S.C. Section 20102(b); 
(5) to a person authorized by the attorney general to receive 
the information to: 

(A) conduct an audit as required by state or federal law; 
(B) provide a review or examination under Article 
56B.054 or 56B.055 or under another provision of this 
chapter to determine the appropriateness of an award 
under this chapter; 
(C) prevent, deter, or punish fraud related to this chapter; 
or 
(D) assert subrogation or restitution rights; 

(6) as the attorney general determines necessary to enforce this 
chapter, including presenting the application, information, 
document, summary, or record in court; or 
(7) in response to a subpoena that is issued in a criminal pro-
ceeding and that requests an application for compensation 
under this chapter, subject to Subsection (d). 

(d) In responding to a subpoena described by Subsection (c)(7), 
the attorney general shall release only the victim’s completed 
application form as described by Article 56B.051(a) after redact-
ing any confidential information described by Section 
552.132(b), Government Code. The release of a victim’s com-
pleted application form under this subsection does not affect the 
authority of the court to order the release or disclosure of addi-
tional information under this article.  

Amendment to (a) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 2355), §1. 

Subchapter C. Award of Compensation 

ART.  56B.101.  T Y PE S  O F AS S I S TA N C E 
(a) On approving an application for compensation under Article 
56B.057, the attorney general shall determine the type of state 
assistance that will best aid the claimant or victim. 
(b) The attorney general may: 

(1) authorize a cash payment to or on behalf of a claimant or 
victim for pecuniary loss; 
(2) refer a claimant or victim to a state agency for vocational 
or other rehabilitative services; or 
(3) provide counseling services for a claimant or victim or 
contract with a private entity to provide counseling services.  

ART.  56B.102.  EM E RG E N C Y AWA R D  
(a) The [Before acting on an application for compensation under 
this chapter, the] attorney general may make an emergency award 
for anticipated pecuniary losses if it appears likely that: 

(1) a final award will be made; and 
(2) the claimant or victim will suffer undue hardship if imme-
diate economic relief is not obtained. 
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(b) An emergency award may not exceed $1,500. 
(c) The amount of an emergency award must be: 

(1) deducted from the final award; or 
(2) repaid by and recoverable from the claimant or victim to 
the extent the emergency award exceeds the final award.  

(d) The limitations on emergency awards described by 
Subsections (a)(1) and (c) do not apply to an application for 
compensation under this chapter: 

(1) made by a claimant in relation to a deceased victim; and 
(2) arising from criminally injurious conduct that resulted in 
a proclaimed state of emergency under Section 433.001, 
Government Code. 

Amendments to (a) and addition of (d) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 
3745, §1). Section 2 of HB 3745 provides: “Article 56B.102, Code 
of Criminal Procedure, as amended by this Act, applies only to com-
pensation for criminally injurious conduct occurring on or after the 
effective date of this Act. Compensation for criminally injurious con-
duct occurring before the effective date of this Act is governed by 
the law in effect on the date the conduct occurred, and the former 
law is continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of this sec-
tion, criminally injurious conduct occurred before the effective date 
of this Act if any element of the offense underlying the conduct 
occurred before that date.” 

ART.  56B.103.  CO M PE N S AT I O N F O R PE C U N I A RY 
LO S S  

(a) The attorney general shall award compensation for pecuniary 
loss arising from criminally injurious conduct if the attorney gen-
eral is satisfied by a preponderance of the evidence that the 
requirements of this chapter are met. 
(b) The attorney general shall establish whether, as a direct result 
of criminally injurious conduct, a claimant or victim suffered 
personal injury or death that resulted in a pecuniary loss for 
which the claimant or victim is not compensated from a collateral 
source.  

ART.  56B.104.  CO M PE N S AT I O N F O R HE A LT H 
CA R E SE RV I C E S  

(a) The attorney general shall award compensation for health care 
services according to the medical fee guidelines prescribed by 
Subtitle A, Title 5, Labor Code. 
(b) The attorney general, a claimant, or a victim is not liable for 
health care service charges that exceed the medical fee guidelines. 
A health care provider shall accept compensation from the attor-
ney general as payment in full for the charges unless an investiga-
tion of the charges by the attorney general determines that there 
is a reasonable health care justification for the deviation from the 
guidelines. 
(c) The attorney general may not compensate a claimant or vic-
tim for health care services that the attorney general determines 
are not medically necessary. 
(d) The attorney general, a claimant, or a victim is not liable for 
a charge that is not medically necessary.  

ART.  56B.105.  CO M PE N S AT I O N F O R CE RTA I N 
CR I M I N A L LY IN J U R I O U S CO N D U C T PRO H I B I T E D 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), the attorney general may 
not award compensation for pecuniary loss arising from criminally 
injurious conduct that occurred before January 1, 1980. 
(b) The attorney general may award compensation for pecuniary 
loss arising from criminally injurious conduct that occurred 
before January 1, 1980, if: 

(1) the conduct was in violation of Chapter 19, Penal Code; 

(2) the identity of the victim is established by a law enforce-
ment agency on or after January 1, 2009; and 
(3) the claimant files the application for compensation within 
the limitations period provided by Article 56B.052(e). 

ART.  56B.106.  LI M I TS  O F CO M PE N S AT I O N  
(a) Except as otherwise provided by this article, awards payable to 
a victim and any other claimant sustaining pecuniary loss because 
of injury or death of that victim may not exceed $50,000 in the 
aggregate. 
(b) In addition to an award payable under Subsection (a), the 
attorney general may award not more than $75,000 for extraor-
dinary pecuniary loss if the personal injury to a victim is cata-
strophic and results in a total and permanent disability to the vic-
tim. An award described by this subsection may be made for lost 
wages and the reasonable and necessary costs of: 

(1) making a home or motor vehicle accessible; 
(2) obtaining job training and vocational rehabilitation; 
(3) training in the use of a special appliance; 
(4) receiving home health care; 
(5) durable medical equipment; 
(6) rehabilitation technology; and 
(7) long-term medical expenses incurred as a result of med-
ically indicated treatment for the personal injury. 

(c) A victim of stalking, family violence, or trafficking of persons,  
a victim of sexual assault who is assaulted in the victim’s place of 
residence, or a child who is a victim of a murder attempt in the 
child’s place of residence may receive compensation for the fol-
lowing expenses: 

(1) relocation expenses, including expenses for rental deposit, 
utility connections, expenses relating to moving belongings, 
motor vehicle mileage expenses, temporary or emergency 
lodging, and for an out-of-state move, expenses for trans-
portation, lodging, and meals; and 
(2) housing rental expenses. 

(c-1) A victim other than a victim described by Subsection (c), a 
dependent of any victim, a family member of any victim if that 
family member has previously resided with the victim for a peri-
od of not less than two years, or a household member of any vic-
tim may receive compensation for the following expenses, if the 
expenses are necessary to protect the health or safety of the vic-
tim, dependent, or family or household member: 

(1) relocation expenses, including expenses for rental deposit, 
utility connections, expenses relating to moving belongings, 
motor vehicle mileage expenses, temporary or emergency 
lodging, and for an out-of-state move, expenses for trans-
portation, lodging, and meals; and 
(2) housing rental expenses. 

(c-2) Unless the attorney general determines that there is an 
extraordinary health or safety need for compensation to be made 
to more than two households, the attorney general may, for each 
application based on criminally injurious conduct giving rise to 
the need for relocation or housing rental expenses, award com-
pensation for relocation or housing rental expenses under 
Subsection (c) or (c-1) to the households of no more than: 

(1) one victim and one claimant; or 
(2) two claimants, if the victim is deceased. 

(c-3) A victim or claimant may not receive more than $5,000 in 
the aggregate for relocation expenses and housing rental expenses 
under Subsection (c) or (c-1). 
(c-4) A victim of trafficking of persons may receive compensation 
in an amount not to exceed $3,000 for the removal of a tattoo the 
victim received as a result of force, fraud, or coercion related to 
the applicable offense. 
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(d) A family member or household member of a deceased victim 
may not receive more than $3,333 in lost wages as a result of 
bereavement leave taken by the family or household member. 
(e) The attorney general by rule may establish a limitation on any 
other pecuniary loss compensated under this chapter, including a 
limitation on pecuniary loss incurred as a result of a claimant’s 
travel to and attendance of a deceased victim’s funeral.  

Addition of (c-4) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 1804, §4). See effec-
tive note following Art. 42.0372. 

ART.  56B.107.  DE N I A L O R RE D U C T I O N O F 
AWA R D 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this article, the attorney gen-
eral may deny or reduce an award otherwise payable: 

(1) if the claimant or victim has not substantially cooperated 
with an appropriate law enforcement agency; 
(2) if, as a result of the claimant’s or victim’s behavior, the 
claimant or victim bears a share of the responsibility for the 
act or omission giving rise to the claim; 
(3) to the extent that pecuniary loss is recouped from a collat-
eral source; or 
(4) if the claimant or victim was engaging in an activity that 
at the time of the criminally injurious conduct was prohibited 
by law, including a rule. 

(b) Subsection (a)(4) does not apply to a claimant or victim who 
seeks compensation for criminally injurious conduct that is: 

(1) in violation of Section 20A.02(a)(7), Penal Code; or 
(2) trafficking of persons, other than an offense described by 
Subdivision (1), if the activity the claimant or victim engaged 
in was the result of force, fraud, or coercion.  

(c) The attorney general may not deny or reduce an award under 
Subsection (a)(1) based on the interactions of the claimant or vic-
tim with a law enforcement agency at the crime scene or hospital 
unless the attorney general finds that the claimant or victim, sub-
sequent to the claimant’s or victim’s interactions at the crime 
scene or hospital, failed or refused to substantially cooperate with 
the law enforcement agency. 
(d) For purposes of Subsection (a)(1), a victim receiving a foren-
sic medical examination constitutes sufficient evidence that a vic-
tim has substantially cooperated with an investigation of a sexual 
assault or other sex offense. 

ART.  56B.108.  RE CO N S I D E R AT I O N 
(a) On the attorney general’s own motion or on request of a 
claimant or victim, the attorney general may reconsider: 

(1) a decision to make or deny an award; or 
(2) the amount of an award. 

(b) At least annually, the attorney general shall reconsider each 
award being paid in installments. 
(c) On reconsideration, the attorney general may order the 
refund of an award if: 

(1) the award was obtained by fraud or mistake; or 
(2) newly discovered evidence shows the claimant or victim to 
be ineligible for the award under Article 56B.057 or 56B.107. 

ART.  56B.109.  CO M PE N S AT I O N F O R CE RTA I N 
SU RV I VO R S O F ME M B E R S O F TE X A S  MI L I TA RY 

FO RC E S  
(a) In this article, “state active duty,” “Texas military forces,” and 
“Texas National Guard” have the meanings assigned by Section 
437.001, Government Code. 
(b) The attorney general shall award a lump sum payment in 
accordance with Subsection (c) to a claimant on behalf of an indi-

vidual who is a victim of border crime and a member of the Texas 
military forces if: 

(1) the individual died on or after March 6, 2021, but before 
September 1, 2023, while on state active duty; 
(2) the individual’s death was in connection with operations 
initiated to address criminal activity in the border region; and 
(3) the claimant is: 

(A) if the individual is a member of the Texas National 
Guard, a beneficiary designated by the individual on the 
individual’s United States Department of Defense Form 
DD-93; or 
(B) if the individual is not a member of the Texas National 
Guard or there is no beneficiary described by Paragraph (A):  

(i) the surviving spouse of the individual;  
(ii) a surviving child of the individual, if there is no sur-
viving spouse; or  
(iii) the surviving parent of the individual, if there is no 
surviving spouse or child. 

(c) For purposes of Subsection (b), the lump sum payment 
amount payable to an eligible claimant is: 

(1) if there is a claimant described by Subsection (b)(3)(A) or 
(B)(i), $500,000 paid to the claimant; or 
(2) if there is no claimant described by Subsection (b)(3)(A) 
or (B)(i), $500,000, in equal shares: 

(A) paid to each claimant described by Subsection 
(b)(3)(B)(ii); or 
(B) paid to each claimant described by Subsection 
(b)(3)(B)(iii) if there is no claimant described by 
Subsection (b)(3)(B)(ii). 

(d) This article may not be construed to limit the assistance or 
compensation a claimant may otherwise receive under this chap-
ter.  
(e) For purposes of this article, a beneficiary designated by an 
individual on the individual’s United States Department of 
Defense Form DD-93 is a “claimant.” 

Subchapter D. Payment of Award 

ART.  56B.151.  ME T H O D O F PAY M E N T  
The attorney general may pay an award in a lump sum or in 
installments as provided by this subchapter.  

ART.  56B.152.  PAY M E N T F O R PE C U N I A RY LO S S  
ACC RU E D AT TI M E O F AWA R D 

The attorney general shall pay in a lump sum the part of an award 
equal to the amount of pecuniary loss accrued to the date of the 
award.  

ART.  56B.153.  PAY M E N T F O R PE C U N I A RY LO S S  
ACC RU E D A F T E R TI M E O F AWA R D 

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), the attorney general 
shall pay in installments the part of an award for allowable 
expenses that accrue after the award is made. 
(b) At the request of the claimant or victim, the attorney general 
may pay in a lump sum an award for future pecuniary loss if the 
attorney general finds that: 

(1) paying the award in a lump sum will promote the interests 
of the claimant or victim; or 
(2) the present value of all future pecuniary loss does not 
exceed $1,000. 

(c) The attorney general may not pay in installments an award for 
future pecuniary loss for a period for which the attorney general 
cannot reasonably determine the future pecuniary loss.  

A R T.  5 6 B . 1 0 8 .  R E C O N S I D E R AT I O N

380    C O D E  O F  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E D U R E     



ART.  56B.154.  RE C I P I E N T O F PAY M E N T  
The attorney general may make payments only to an individual 
who is a claimant or a victim or to a provider on the individual’s 
behalf.  

Subchapter E. General Provisions Relating to 
Payment 

ART.  56B.201.  AD J U S T M E N T O F AWA R D S A N D 
PAY M E N TS 

(a) The attorney general shall establish a policy to adjust awards 
and payments so that the total amount of awards granted in each 
calendar year does not exceed the amount of money credited to 
the compensation to victims of crime fund during that year. 
(b) On the establishment of a policy under Subsection (a), the 
attorney general, the claimant, or the victim is not liable for the 
amount of incurred charges exceeding the adjusted amount for 
the service on which the adjusted payment is determined. 
(c) A service provider who accepts a payment that has been 
adjusted by a policy established under Subsection (a) agrees to 
accept the adjusted payment as payment in full for the service 
and is barred from legal action against the claimant or victim for 
collection.  

ART.  56B.202.  SU B RO G AT I O N  
If compensation is awarded under this chapter, the state is subro-
gated to all the claimant’s or victim’s rights to receive or recover 
benefits for pecuniary loss to the extent compensation is awarded 
from a collateral source.  

ART.  56B.203.  AWA R D NOT SU B J E C T TO 
EX E C U T I O N 

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), an award is not subject 
to execution, attachment, garnishment, or other process. 
(b) An award is not exempt from a claim of a creditor to the 
extent that the creditor provided a product, service, or accommo-
dation, the cost of which is included in the award.  

ART.  56B.204.  AS S I G N M E N T O F BE N E F I TS  F O R 
LO S S  ACC RU I N G I N FU T U R E 

(a) Except as provided by Subsections (b) and (c), an assignment 
of or agreement to assign a right to benefits for loss accruing in 
the future is unenforceable. 
(b) An assignment of a right to benefits for loss of earnings is 
enforceable to secure payment of alimony, maintenance, or child 
support. 
(c) An assignment of a right to benefits is enforceable to the 
extent that the benefits are for the cost of a product, service, or 
accommodation: 

(1) made necessary by the injury or death on which the claim 
is based; and 
(2) provided or to be provided by the assignee.  

Subchapter F. Payments for Certain Disabled 
Peace Officers 

ART.  56B.251.  DE F I N I T I O N  
In this subchapter, “peace officer” means an individual elected, 
appointed, or employed to serve as a peace officer for a govern-
mental entity under Article 2A.001 or other law. The term 
includes a former peace officer who is entitled to receive pay-
ments under this subchapter because of an injury suffered while 

performing duties as a peace officer.  

ART.  56B.252.  AP P L I C A B I L I T Y   
This subchapter applies only to a peace officer who is employed 
by this state or a local governmental entity in this state and who 
sustains an injury in the performance of the officer’s duties as a 
peace officer as a result of criminally injurious conduct on or after 
September 1, 1989.  

ART.  56B.253.  PAY M E N T EN T I T L E M E N T 
A peace officer to whom this subchapter applies is entitled to an 
annual payment in the amount described by Article 56B.254 if 
the officer presents evidence satisfactory to the attorney general 
that: 
(1) the officer’s condition is a total disability resulting in perma-
nent incapacity for work; and 
(2) the total disability has persisted for more than 12 months.  

ART.  56B.254.  AM O U N T O F PAY M E N T 
The amount of an annual payment under this subchapter is equal 
to the difference between: 
(1) any amount received by the peace officer for the injury or dis-
ability from another source of income, including settlements 
related to the injury or disability, insurance benefits, federal dis-
ability benefits, workers’ compensation benefits, and benefits 
from another governmental entity, if those amounts do not 
exceed the amount described by Subdivision (2); and 
(2) an amount equal to the officer’s average annual salary during 
the officer’s final three years as a peace officer.  

ART.  56B.255.  ME T H O D O F PAY M E N T 
A peace officer who is entitled to an annual payment under 
Article 56B.253 may elect to receive the payment in: 
(1) a single payment paid each year; or 
(2) equal monthly installments.  

ART.  56B.256.  CO S T-O F-LI V I N G AD J U S T M E N T 
(a) The amount of a payment under Article 56B.254 is subject to 
an annual cost-of-living adjustment calculated by the attorney 
general. 
(b) The attorney general shall calculate the amount of the cost-
of-living adjustment by multiplying the amount of the annual 
payment received by the peace officer under this subchapter dur-
ing the preceding year by the percentage by which the Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers published by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor, or its 
successor index, increased during the preceding calendar year.  

ART.  56B.257.  CA LC U L AT I O N O F IN I T I A L  
PAY M E N T 

The attorney general shall calculate the amount of an initial pay-
ment based on an injury suffered after September 1, 1989, by: 
(1)  calculating the amount to which the peace officer is entitled 
under Article 56B.254; and 
(2) adding to that amount the cumulative successive cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments for the intervening years calculated from the date 
of the injury.  

ART.  56B.258.  PRO O F RE QU I R E D F O R PAY M E N T 
To receive a payment under this subchapter, a peace officer must 
provide to the attorney general: 
(1) proof that the injury: 

(A) was sustained in the performance of the applicant’s duties 
as a peace officer; and 
(B) is a total disability resulting in permanent incapacity for 
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work; and 
(2) any other information or evidence the attorney general 
requires.  

ART.  56B.259.  HE A R I N G  
The attorney general may approve the application without a 
hearing or may conduct a hearing under Article 56B.056.  

ART.  56B.260.  JU D I C I A L  RE V I EW 
The decision of the attorney general is subject to judicial review 
under Subchapter H.  

ART.  56B.261.  PE R I O D I C RE V I EW 
The attorney general may appoint a panel of physicians to peri-
odically review each application for assistance under this sub-
chapter to ensure the validity of the application and the necessity 
of continued assistance to the peace officer.  

ART.  56B.262.  IS S UA N C E O F WA R R A N T F O R 
PAY M E N T 

(a) The attorney general shall notify the comptroller of the attor-
ney general’s determination that a claim under this subchapter is 
valid and justifies payment. On receipt of the notice, the comp-
troller shall issue a warrant to or on behalf of the peace officer in 
the proper amount from amounts in the compensation to victims 
of crime fund. A payment under this subchapter to or on behalf 
of a peace officer is payable as soon as possible after the attorney 
general notifies the comptroller. 
(b) The attorney general and the comptroller by rule shall adopt 
a memorandum of understanding to establish procedures under 
which annual payments continue to a peace officer until contin-
ued assistance is no longer necessary.  

ART.  56B.263.  LI M I TS  O N CO M PE N S AT I O N 
The total aggregate amount of all annual payments made to an 
individual peace officer under this subchapter may not exceed 
$200,000. The limits on compensation imposed by Article 
56B.106 do not apply to payments made under this subchapter.  

ART.  56B.264.  AP P L I C AT I O N O F OT H E R LAW 
(a) Article 56B.052 does not apply to the filing of an application 
under this subchapter. 
(b) Other provisions of this chapter apply to this subchapter to 
the extent applicable and consistent with this subchapter. 

Subchapter G. Attorney’s Fees 

ART.  56B.301.  AWA R D O F AT TO R N EY ’S  FE E S  
(a) As part of an order, the attorney general shall determine and 
award reasonable attorney’s fees commensurate with legal services 
rendered, to be paid by the state to the attorney representing the 
claimant or victim. 
(b) Attorney’s fees may be denied on a finding that the claim or 
appeal is frivolous. 
(c) An award of attorney’s fees is in addition to an award of com-
pensation. 
(d) Attorney’s fees may not be paid to an attorney of a claimant 
or victim unless an award is made to the claimant or victim.  

ART.  56B.302.  AM O U N T O F AT TO R N EY ’S  FE E S  
(a) Attorney’s fees may not exceed 25 percent of the amount of the 
award the attorney assisted the claimant or victim in obtaining. 
(b) If there is no dispute of the attorney general’s determination 
of the amount due to the claimant or victim and a hearing is not 
held, the attorney’s fee shall be the lesser of: 

(1) 25 percent of the amount the attorney assisted the claimant 
or victim in obtaining; or 
(2) $300. 
(c) An attorney may not contract for or receive an amount that 
exceeds the amount allowed under this article.  

Subchapter H. Judicial Review 

ART.  56B.351.  NOT I C E O F DI S S AT I S FAC T I O N  
Not later than the 40th day after the date the attorney general 
renders a final decision, a claimant or victim may file with the 
attorney general a notice of dissatisfaction with the decision.  

ART.  56B.352.  SU I T;  VE N U E 
Not later than the 40th day after the date the claimant or victim 
gives notice of dissatisfaction under Article 56B.351, the 
claimant or victim must bring suit in: 
(1) the district court having jurisdiction in the county in which: 

(A) the injury or death occurred; or 
(B) the victim resided at the time of the injury or death; or 

(2) if the victim resided out of state at the time of the injury or 
death: 

(A) the district court having jurisdiction in the county in 
which the injury or death occurred; or 
(B) a district court in Travis County.  

ART.  56B.353.  RE S T R I C T I O N S O N AT TO R N EY 
GE N E R A L D U R I N G JU D I C I A L  RE V I EW 

While judicial review of a decision by the attorney general is 
pending, the attorney general: 
(1) shall suspend payments to the claimant or victim; and 
(2) may not reconsider the award.  

ART.  56B.354.  STA N D A R D O F RE V I EW  
The court shall determine the issues by trial de novo.  

ART.  56B.355.  BU R D E N O F PRO O F 
The burden of proof is on the claimant or victim filing the notice 
of dissatisfaction. 

ART.  56B.356.  AT TO R N EY ’S  FE E S  
In the event of judicial review, a court may award as attorney’s 
fees an amount not to exceed 25 percent of the total recovery by 
the claimant or victim. 

ART.  56B.357.  CA LC U L AT I O N O F TI M E  
In calculating a period under Article 56B.351 or 56B.352, if the 
last day is a legal holiday or Sunday, the last day is not counted, 
and the time is extended to include the next business day.  

Subchapter I. Private Action 

ART.  56B.401.  NOT I C E O F PRO P O S E D PR I VAT E 
AC T I O N  

Before a claimant or victim may bring an action to recover dam-
ages related to criminally injurious conduct for which compensa-
tion under this chapter is claimed or awarded, the claimant or 
victim must give the attorney general written notice of the pro-
posed action.  

ART.  56B.402.  RE C E I P T O F NOT I C E  
After receiving notice under Article 56B.401, the attorney gener-
al shall promptly: 
(1) join in the action as a party plaintiff to recover benefits award-
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ed; 
(2) require the claimant or victim to bring the action in the 
claimant’s or victim’s name as a trustee on behalf of the state to 
recover benefits awarded; or 
(3) reserve the attorney general’s rights and take neither action 
described by Subdivision (1) or (2).  

ART.  56B.403.  DE D U C T I O N F O R RE A S O N A B L E 
EX PE N S E S  

(a) A claimant or victim who brings an action as a trustee as 
described by Article 56B.402(2) and recovers compensation 
awarded by the attorney general may deduct from the benefits 
recovered on behalf of the state the reasonable expenses of the 
suit, including attorney’s fees, expended in pursuing the recovery 
for the state. 
(b) The claimant or victim must justify a deduction under 
Subsection (a) to the attorney general in writing on a form pro-
vided by the attorney general.  

ART.  56B.404.  LI M I TAT I O N S O N RE S O LU T I O N 
O F AC T I O N 

(a) A claimant or victim may not settle or otherwise resolve any 
such action without the attorney general’s written authorization. 
(b) A third party or agent, insurer, or attorney of a third party 
may not participate in the settlement or other resolution of such 
an action if the third party, agent, insurer, or attorney actually 
knows, or should know, that the claimant or victim has received 
money from the compensation to victims of crime fund and is 
subject to the subrogation provisions of this subchapter. 
(c) Any attempt by a third party or agent, insurer, or attorney of 
a third party to settle an action is void and does not result in a 
release from liability to the compensation to victims of crime 
fund for any rights subrogated under this subchapter. 
(d) An agent, insurer, or attorney described by this article is per-
sonally liable to the compensation to victims of crime fund for 
any money paid to a claimant or victim in violation of this article, 
in an amount not to exceed the full amount of the fund’s right to 
reimbursement.  

ART.  56B.405.  CR I M I N A L PE N A LT Y  
(a) A claimant, victim, or third party, or an agent, insurer, or 
attorney of a third party, commits an offense if the person know-
ingly fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter, 
Chapter 56A, or Subchapter B, Chapter 58. 
(b) An offense under Subsection (a) is a Class B misdemeanor, 
except that any fine imposed may not exceed $500. 

Subchapter J. Funds 

ART.  56B.451.  DE F I N I T I O N  
In this subchapter, “fund” means the compensation to victims of 
crime fund.  

ART.  56B.452.  ES TA B L I S H M E N T  
(a) The compensation to victims of crime fund is in the state trea-
sury. 
(b) Section 403.095, Government Code, does not apply to the 
fund. 

ART.  56B.453.  US E O F MO N EY  
(a) Money in the fund may be used only as provided by this chap-
ter and is not available for any other purpose. 
(b) Except as provided by Subsection (d) and Articles 56B.455, 
56B.458, 56B.459, and 56B.460, the fund may be used only by 
the attorney general to pay compensation to claimants or victims 

under this chapter. 
(c) For purposes of Subsection (b), compensation to claimants or 
victims includes money allocated from the fund to the Crime 
Victims’ Institute created by Section 96.65, Education Code, for 
the operation of the institute and for other expenses in adminis-
tering this chapter. The institute shall use money allocated from 
the fund only for the purposes of Sections 96.65, 96.651, and 
96.652, Education Code. 
(d) The attorney general may use the fund to: 

(1) reimburse a health care provider or a sexual assault exam-
iner or sexual assault nurse examiner for certain costs of a 
forensic medical examination that are incurred by the 
provider or the examiner under Subchapter 56A; and 
(2) make a payment to or on behalf of a victim of a sexual 
assault for the reasonable costs incurred for medical care pro-
vided under Subchapter G, Chapter 56A, as described by 
Article 56A.305.  

ART.  56B.454.  LI M I TAT I O N S O N PAY M E N TS 
(a) The attorney general may not make compensation payments 
that exceed the amount of money available in the fund. 
(b) General revenue funds may not be used for payments under 
this chapter.  

ART.  56B.455.  AM O U N T CA R R I E D FO RWA R D  
An amount of money deposited to the credit of the fund not to 
exceed one-quarter of the amount disbursed from that fund in 
the form of compensation payments during a state fiscal year 
shall be carried forward into the next succeeding state fiscal year 
and applied toward the amount listed in that fiscal year’s method 
of financing.  

ART.  56B.456.  TR A N S F E R O F MO N EY F RO M 
AU X I L I A RY FU N D 

(a) Not later than September 15 of each year, the attorney gener-
al, after consulting with the comptroller, shall certify the amount 
of money remaining in the compensation to victims of crime 
auxiliary fund at the end of the preceding state fiscal year. 
(b) If the amount remaining in the compensation to victims of 
crime auxiliary fund as certified under Subsection (a) exceeds $5 
million, as soon as practicable after the date of certification, the 
attorney general may transfer to the fund an amount that is not 
more than 50 percent of the excess amount in the auxiliary fund. 
Money transferred under this subsection may be used only to 
make compensation payments during the state fiscal year in 
which the amount is transferred.  

ART.  56B.457.  GI F TS ,  GR A N TS,  A N D 
DO N AT I O N S 

(a) The attorney general may accept gifts, grants, and donations 
to be credited to the fund. 
(b) The attorney general shall file annually with the governor and 
the presiding officer of each house of the legislature a complete 
and detailed written report accounting for all gifts, grants, and 
donations received and disbursed, used, or maintained by the 
attorney general that are credited to the fund.  

ART.  56B.458.  EM E RG E N C Y RE S E RV E  
(a) If the amount available in the fund is sufficient in a state fiscal 
year to make all compensation payments, the attorney general 
may retain any portion of the fund that was deposited during the 
fiscal year that exceeded compensation payments made during 
that fiscal year as an emergency reserve for the next fiscal year. 
The emergency reserve may not exceed $10,000,000. 
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(b) The emergency reserve may be used only: 
(1) to make compensation awards in claims; and 
(2) to provide emergency relief and assistance, including crisis 
intervention, emergency housing, travel, food, or expenses 
and technical assistance expenses incurred in implementing 
this article in incidents resulting from an act of mass violence 
or from an act of international terrorism as defined by 18 
U.S.C. Section 2331, occurring in this state or for Texas resi-
dents injured or killed in an act of terrorism outside of the 
United States.  

ART.  56B.459.  AP P RO P R I AT I O N F O R AS S O C I AT E 
JU D G E PRO G R A M 

The legislature may appropriate money in the fund to administer 
the associate judge program under Subchapter C, Chapter 201, 
Family Code. 

ART.  56B.460.  AP P RO P R I AT I O N F O R OT H E R 
CR I M E VI C T I M AS S I S TA N C E 

(a) Not later than December 15 of each even-numbered year, the 
attorney general, after consulting with the comptroller, shall pre-
pare forecasts and certify estimates of: 

(1) the amount of money in the fund that the attorney general 
anticipates will remain unexpended at the end of the current 
state fiscal year and that is available for appropriation in the 
next state fiscal biennium; 
(2) the amount of money that the attorney general anticipates 
will be received from deposits made to the credit of the fund 
during the next state fiscal biennium, other than deposits of: 

(A) gifts, grants, and donations; and 
(B) money received from the United States; and 

(3) the amount of money from the fund that the attorney gen-
eral anticipates will be obligated during the next state fiscal 
biennium to comply with this chapter, Chapter 56A, and 
Subchapter B, Chapter 58. 

(b) At the time the attorney general certifies the estimates made 
under Subsection (a), the attorney general shall also certify for the 
next state fiscal biennium the amount of excess money in the 
fund available for the purposes of Subsection (c), calculated by 
multiplying the amount estimated under Subsection (a)(3) by 
105 percent and subtracting that product from the sum of the 
amounts estimated under Subsections (a)(1) and (2). 
(c) For a state fiscal biennium, the legislature may appropriate 
from the fund the amount of excess money in the fund certified 
for the biennium under Subsection (b) to state agencies that 
deliver or fund victim-related services or assistance. 
(d) The attorney general and the comptroller shall cooperate in 
determining the proper allocation of the various sources of rev-
enue deposited to the credit of the fund for purposes of this arti-
cle. 
(e) The attorney general may use money appropriated from the 
fund for grants or contracts supporting victim-related services or 
assistance, including support for private Texas nonprofit corpora-
tions that provide victim-related civil legal services directly to vic-
tims, immediate family members of victims, or claimants. A 
grant supporting victim-related services or assistance is governed 
by Chapter 783, Government Code. 
(f ) The attorney general shall adopt rules necessary to implement 
this article.  

ART.  56B.461.  US E O F AU X I L I A RY FU N D 
As appropriated by the legislature, the attorney general may use 

the compensation to victims of crime auxiliary fund to cover 
costs incurred by the attorney general in administering the 
address confidentiality program established under Subchapter B, 
Chapter 58.  

ART.  56B.462.  PAY E R S  O F LA S T RE S O RT  
The fund and the compensation to victims of crime auxiliary 
fund are the payers of last resort.  

Subchapter K. Administrative Penalty 

ART.  56B.501.  CO N D U C T SU B J E C T TO 
PE N A LT Y;  AM O U N T O F PE N A LT Y 

(a) A person who presents to the attorney general, or engages in 
conduct that results in the presentation to the attorney general of, 
an application for compensation under this chapter that contains 
a statement or representation the person knows to be false is 
liable to the attorney general for: 

(1) the amount paid in reliance on the application, plus inter-
est on that amount determined at the rate provided by law for 
legal judgments and accruing from the date on which the pay-
ment was made; 
(2) payment of an administrative penalty in an amount not to 
exceed twice the amount paid as a result of the false applica-
tion for benefits or claim for pecuniary loss; and 
(3) payment of an administrative penalty in an amount not to 
exceed $10,000 for each item or service for which payment 
was claimed. 

(b) In determining the amount of the penalty to be assessed 
under Subsection (a)(3), the attorney general shall consider: 

(1) the seriousness of the violation; 
(2) whether the person has previously submitted a false appli-
cation for benefits or a claim for pecuniary loss; and 
(3) the amount necessary to deter the person from submitting 
future false applications for benefits or claims for pecuniary loss. 

ART.  56B.502.  RE P O RT A N D NOT I C E O F 
VI O L AT I O N A N D PE N A LT Y 

(a) On determining that a violation has occurred, the attorney 
general may issue a report stating: 

(1) the facts on which the determination is made; and 
(2) the attorney general’s recommendation on the imposition 
of an administrative penalty, including a recommendation on 
the amount of the penalty. 

(b) The attorney general shall give written notice of the report to 
the person described by Article 56B.501. The notice may be 
given by certified mail and must: 

(1) include a brief summary of the alleged violation; 
(2) state the amount of the recommended penalty; and 
(3) inform the person of the right to a hearing on the occur-
rence of the violation, the amount of the penalty, or both.  

ART.  56B.503.  PE N A LT Y TO BE PA I D O R 
HE A R I N G RE QU E S T E D 

(a) Not later than the 20th day after the date the person receives 
the notice, the person in writing may: 

(1) accept the attorney general’s determination and recom-
mended administrative penalty; or 
(2) request a hearing on the occurrence of the violation, the 
amount of the penalty, or both. 

(b) If the person accepts the attorney general’s determination and 
recommended penalty, the attorney general by order shall approve 
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the determination and impose the recommended penalty.  

ART.  56B.504.  HE A R I N G 
(a) If the person requests a hearing as provided by Article 
56B.503(a) or fails to respond to the notice in a timely manner, the 
attorney general shall set a contested case hearing under Chapter 
2001, Government Code, and notify the person of the hearing. 
(b) The administrative law judge shall make findings of fact and 
conclusions of law and promptly issue to the attorney general a 
proposal for a decision regarding the occurrence of the violation 
and the amount of a proposed administrative penalty.  

ART.  56B.505.  DE C I S I O N B Y  AT TO R N EY 
GE N E R A L 

(a) Based on the findings of fact, conclusions of law, and proposal 
for a decision, the attorney general by order may find that: 

(1) a violation occurred and impose an administrative penalty; or 
(2) a violation did not occur. 

(b) Notice of the attorney general’s order given to the person 
under Chapter 2001, Government Code, must include a state-
ment of the person’s right to judicial review of the order.  

ART.  56B.506.  OP T I O N S FO L LOW I N G 
DE C I S I O N:  PAY O R AP PE A L 

(a) Not later than the 30th day after the date the attorney gener-
al’s order becomes final under Section 2001.144, Government 
Code, the person shall: 

(1) pay the administrative penalty; 
(2) pay the penalty and file a petition for judicial review con-
testing the occurrence of the violation, the amount of the 
penalty, or both; or 
(3) without paying the penalty, file a petition for judicial 
review contesting the occurrence of the violation, the amount 
of the penalty, or both. 

(b) Within the 30-day period, a person who acts under 
Subsection (a)(3) may: 

(1) stay enforcement of the penalty by: 
(A) paying the penalty to the court for placement in an 
escrow account; or 
(B) giving to the court a supersedeas bond that is approved 
by the court and that is: 

(i) for the amount of the penalty; and 
(ii) effective until judicial review of the attorney gener-
al’s order is final; or 

(2) request the court to stay enforcement of the penalty by: 
(A) filing with the court a sworn affidavit of the person 
stating that the person is financially unable to pay the 
penalty or give the supersedeas bond; and 
(B) delivering a copy of the affidavit to the attorney 
general by certified mail. 

(c) On receipt by the attorney general of a copy of an affidavit 
under Subsection (b)(2), the attorney general may file with the 
court a contest to the affidavit not later than the fifth day after 
the date the copy is received. 
(d) The court shall hold a hearing on the facts alleged in the affi-
davit as soon as practicable and shall stay the enforcement of the 
penalty on finding that the alleged facts are true. A person who 
files an affidavit under Subsection (b)(2) has the burden of prov-
ing that the person is financially unable to pay the penalty or give 
a supersedeas bond.  

ART.  56B.507.  CO L L E C T I O N O F PE N A LT Y  
If the person does not pay the administrative penalty and the 
enforcement of the penalty is not stayed, the attorney general 

may file suit to collect the penalty.  

ART.  56B.508.  DE C I S I O N B Y  CO U RT  
(a) If the court sustains the finding that a violation occurred, the 
court may order the person to pay the full or a reduced adminis-
trative penalty. 
(b) If the court does not sustain the finding that a violation 
occurred, the court shall order that a penalty is not owed.  

ART.  56B.509.  RE M I T TA N C E O F PE N A LT Y A N D 
IN T E R E S T  

(a) If the person paid the administrative penalty and the amount 
is reduced or is not upheld by the court, the court shall order that 
the appropriate amount plus accrued interest be remitted to the 
person. 
(b) The interest accrues at the rate charged on loans to depository 
institutions by the New York Federal Reserve Bank. The interest 
shall be paid for the period beginning on the date the penalty was 
paid and ending on the date the penalty is remitted.  

ART.  56B.510.  RE L E A S E  O F BO N D  
(a) If the person gave a supersedeas bond and the administrative 
penalty is not upheld by the court, the court shall order the 
release of the bond. 
(b) If the person gave a supersedeas bond and the amount of the 
penalty is reduced, the court shall order the release of the bond 
after the person pays the amount.  

ART.  56B.511.  DI S P O S I T I O N O F PE N A LT Y  
An administrative penalty collected under this subchapter shall 
be sent to the comptroller and deposited to the credit of the com-
pensation to victims of crime fund.  

ART.  56B.512.  RE COV E RY O F EX PE N S E S  
In addition to the administrative penalty authorized by this sub-
chapter, the attorney general may recover all expenses incurred by 
the attorney general in the investigation, institution, and prose-
cution of the suit, including investigative costs, witness fees, 
attorney’s fees, and deposition expenses.  

ART.  56B.513.  AD M I N I S T R AT I V E PRO C E D U R E  
A proceeding under this subchapter is subject to Chapter 2001, 
Government Code.  

Subchapter L. Other Penalties and Sanctions 

ART.  56B.551.  LE T T E R O F RE P R I M A N D  
(a) The attorney general may issue a letter of reprimand against 
an individual who the attorney general finds has filed or has 
caused to be filed under this chapter an application for benefits 
or claim for pecuniary loss that contains a statement or represen-
tation that the individual knows is false. 
(b) The attorney general must give the individual notice of the 
proposed action before issuing the letter. 
(c) An individual may challenge the denial of compensation and 
the issuance of a letter of reprimand in a contested case hearing 
under Chapter 2001, Government Code. 
(d) A letter of reprimand issued under this article is public infor-
mation.  

ART.  56B.552.  CI V I L  PE N A LT Y  
(a) A person is subject to a civil penalty of not less than $2,500 or 
more than $25,000 for each application for compensation that: 

(1) is filed under this chapter by the person or as a result of 
the person’s conduct; and 
(2) contains a material statement or representation that the 
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person knows is false. 
(b) The attorney general shall institute and conduct a suit to collect 
on behalf of the state the civil penalty authorized by this article. 
(c) A civil penalty recovered under this article shall be deposited 
to the credit of the compensation to victims of crime fund. 
(d) The civil penalty authorized by this article is in addition to any 
other civil, administrative, or criminal penalty provided by law. 
(e) In addition to the civil penalty authorized by this article, the 
attorney general may recover expenses incurred by the attorney 
general in the investigation, institution, and prosecution of the 
suit, including investigative costs, witness fees, attorney’s fees, 
and deposition expenses.  

CHAPTER 56C.  LANDOWNER 
COMPENSATION FOR PROPERTY 

DAMAGE CAUSED BY CERTAIN 
CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 

ART.  56C.001.  DE F I N I T I O N S 
In this chapter: 
(1) “Agricultural land” includes any land the use of which quali-
fies the land for appraisal based on agricultural use as defined 
under Subchapter D, Chapter 23, Tax Code. 
(2) “Border crime” means conduct: 

(A) constituting an offense under: 
(i) Subchapter D, Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code; 
(ii) Section 20.05, 20.06, or 38.04, Penal Code; or 
(iii) Chapter 20A, Penal Code; and 

(B) involving transnational criminal activity. 
(3) “Trespasser” has the meaning assigned by Section 75.007, 
Civil Practice and Remedies Code. 

Amendment to (2) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 2601, §1). Section 6 
of SB 2601 provides: “Chapter 56C, Code of Criminal Procedure, as 
amended by this Act, applies only to compensation for damages 
incurred in connection with conduct constituting an offense occur-
ring on or after the effective date of this Act. Compensation for dam-
ages incurred in connection with conduct constituting an offense 
occurring before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law 
in effect on the date the conduct occurred, and the former law is 
continued in effect for that purpose. For purposes of this section, 
conduct constituting an offense occurred before the effective date 
of this Act if any element of the offense occurred before that date.” 

ART.  56C.002.  AD M I N I S T R AT I O N;  RU L E S  
(a) The attorney general shall adopt rules to administer this chap-
ter. 
(b) Subchapters A and B, Chapter 2001, Government Code, 
except Sections 2001.004(3) and 2001.005, apply to the attorney 
general. 
(c) The attorney general may delegate to a person in the attorney 
general’s office a power or duty given to the attorney general 
under this chapter. 

ART.  56C.003.  LA N D OW N E R CO M PE N S AT I O N 
PRO G R A M 

(a) From the funding sources described by Subsection (a-1) 
[money appropriated for the purpose], the attorney general shall 
establish and administer a program to compensate landowners 
and lessees who suffer real property damage on agricultural land, 
or damage to livestock, timber, or crops on agricultural land, 
caused by: 

(1) a trespasser as a result of an offense under Chapter 28, 

Penal Code, that was committed in the course of or in further-
ance of a border crime; or 
(2) a law enforcement response to a trespasser who was 
engaged in a border crime. 

(a-1) The attorney general may use money from the following 
sources to establish the program described by Subsection (a): 

(1) money appropriated, credited, or transferred by the legis-
lature for purposes of the program; and 
(2) grants and reimbursements received from the federal gov-
ernment for purposes of the program. 

(b) The attorney general shall establish: 
(1) eligibility criteria for compensation under this article, 
including requirements for providing proof of eligibility for 
compensation; 
(2) application procedures; 
(3) criteria for evaluating applications and awarding compen-
sation; 
(4) guidelines related to compensation amounts, provided 
that the maximum amount awarded per incident causing 
damage may not exceed a total of $75,000 and any portion of 
damages attributable to livestock, timber, or crops may not 
exceed $10,000; and 
(5) procedures for monitoring the use of compensation 
awarded under this article and ensuring compliance with any 
conditions of the award. 

(b-1) For purposes of Subsection (a), damage caused to agricul-
tural land includes any debris, pollutants, or contaminants left on 
the land during the applicable incident, and compensation 
awarded under this article may include an amount necessary to 
clean up the debris, pollutants, or contaminants to restore the soil 
to its agricultural use. 
(c) The attorney general may not award compensation under this 
article for [real property] damage caused by a trespasser described 
by Subsection (a)(1) unless the damage is documented in a writ-
ten report by a law enforcement agency as having occurred in 
connection with a border crime. 
(c-1) On request by the attorney general and not later than the 
14th business day after the date of the request, a law enforcement 
agency shall release to the attorney general all reports, including 
witness statements and criminal history record information, to 
allow the attorney general to determine whether a person quali-
fies for an award of compensation under this article and the 
extent of the damage. 
(c-2) The attorney general may not award compensation under 
this article to a lessee for real property damage caused by a tres-
passer described by Subsection (a)(1) unless the lessee provides a 
notarized statement from the landowner authorizing the lessee to 
directly receive compensation awarded under this article for the 
damage. 
(d) In awarding compensation under this article for [real proper-
ty] damage caused by a trespasser described by Subsection (a)(1), 
the attorney general may not consider the outcome of any crim-
inal prosecution arising out of: 

(1) the offense under Chapter 28, Penal Code, as a result of 
which the applicant suffered [property] damage; or  
(2) the applicable offense listed in Article 56C.001(2)(A). 

Amendments to (a)–(d) and addition of (a-1), (b-1), & (c-1)–(c-2) 
effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 2601, §2). See effective note following 
Art. 56C.001. 

ART.  56C.004.  HE A R I N G S A N D PR E H E A R I N G 
CO N F E R E N C E S  
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(a) The attorney general shall determine whether a hearing on an 
application for compensation under this chapter is necessary. 
(b) On determining that a hearing is not necessary, the attorney 
general may approve the application. 
(c) On determining that a hearing is necessary or on request for 
a hearing by the applicant, the attorney general shall consider the 
application at a hearing at a time and place of the attorney gen-
eral’s choosing. The attorney general shall notify all interested 
persons not later than the 10th day before the date of the hear-
ing. 
(d) At the hearing the attorney general shall: 

(1) review the application for compensation; and 
(2) receive other evidence that the attorney general finds nec-
essary or desirable to evaluate the application properly. 

(e) The attorney general may appoint hearing officers to conduct 
hearings or prehearing conferences under this chapter. 
(f ) A hearing or prehearing conference is open to the public 
unless the hearing officer or attorney general determines in a par-
ticular case that all or part of the hearing or conference should be 
held in private because a private hearing or conference is in the 
interest of the applicant. 
(g) Subchapters C through H, Chapter 2001, Government Code, 
do not apply to the attorney general or the attorney general’s 
orders and decisions. 

ART.  56C.005.  AN N UA L RE P O RT 
Not later than the 100th day after the end of each state fiscal year, 
the attorney general shall submit to the governor and the legisla-
ture a report on the attorney general’s activities under this chapter 
during the preceding fiscal year that includes the following infor-
mation, disaggregated by each offense listed in Article 
56C.001(2)(A): 
(1) the number of applications made;  
(2) the number of applicants receiving compensation; and  
(3) the amount of compensation awarded. 

ART.  56C.006.  PAY E R O F LA S T RE S O RT 
(a) The program established under Article 56C.003 is a payer of 
last resort for [real property] damage described by that article.  
(b) The attorney general may not award compensation to an 
applicant under Article 56C.003 if the attorney general deter-
mines that the applicant: 

(1) is eligible for reimbursement from another source, includ-
ing under an insurance contract or a state, local, or federal 
program; and 
(2) failed to seek reimbursement from the source described by 
Subdivision (1). 

Amendment to (a) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 2601, §3). See effec-
tive note following Art. 56C.001. 

ART.  56C.007.  EX P I R AT I O N O F CH A P T E R 
This chapter expires on the second anniversary of the date that all 
money appropriated for the program established under this chap-
ter has been expended. 

CHAPTER 58.  CONFIDENTIALITY OF 
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION AND 

MEDICAL RECORDS OF CERTAIN CRIME 
VICTIMS 

Subchapter A. General Provisions 

ART.  58.001.  GE N E R A L DE F I N I T I O N S 
In this chapter: 
(1) “Name” means the legal name of a person. 
(2) “Pseudonym” means a set of initials or a fictitious name cho-
sen by a victim to designate the victim in all public files and 
records concerning the offense, including police summary 
reports, press releases, and records of judicial proceedings. 
(3) “Public servant” has the meaning assigned by Section 1.07(a), 
Penal Code. (Code Crim. Proc., Arts. 57.01(1), (2), (3), 
57A.01(1), (2), (3), 57B.01(1), (2), (3), 57D.01(1), (2), (3).) 

Subchapter B. Address Confidentiality Program 
for Certain Crime Victims 

ART.  58.051.  DE F I N I T I O N S  
In this subchapter: 
(1) “Applicant” means a person who applies to participate in the 
program. 
(1-a) “Child abduction” means any conduct that: 

(A) constitutes an offense under Sections 20.02, 20.03, 20.04, 
25.03, and 25.031, Penal Code; and 
(B) results in a person younger than 18 years of age becoming 
a victim of the offense. 

(2) “Family violence” has the meaning assigned by Section 
71.004, Family Code. 
(3) “Family violence shelter center” has the meaning assigned by 
Section 51.002, Human Resources Code. 
(4) “Household” has the meaning assigned by Section 71.005, 
Family Code. 
(5) “Mail” means first class mail and any mail sent by a govern-
ment agency. The term does not include a package, regardless of 
size or type of mailing. 
(6) “Participant” means an applicant who is certified for partici-
pation in the program. 
(7) “Program” means the address confidentiality program created 
under this subchapter. 
(8) “Sexual abuse” means any conduct that constitutes an offense 
under Section 21.02, 21.11, or 25.02, Penal Code. 
(9) “Sexual assault” means any conduct that constitutes an 
offense under Section 22.011 or 22.021, Penal Code. 
(10) “Stalking” means any conduct that constitutes an offense 
under Section 42.072, Penal Code. 
(11) “Trafficking of persons” means any conduct that: 

(A) constitutes an offense under Section 20A.02, 20A.03, 
43.03, 43.031, 43.032, 43.04, 43.041, 43.05, 43.25, 43.251, 
or 43.26, Penal Code; and 
(B) results in a person: 

(i) engaging in forced labor or services; or 
(ii) otherwise becoming a victim of the offense.  

Addition of §43.032 to (11) effective Sept. 1, 2025 (HB 1778, 
§2.07). 

ART.  58.052.  AD D R E S S  CO N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  
PRO G R A M  

(a) The attorney general shall establish an address confidentiality 
program, as provided by this subchapter, to assist a victim of fam-
ily violence, sexual assault or abuse, stalking, child abduction, or 
trafficking of persons in maintaining a confidential address. 
(b) The attorney general shall: 

(1) designate a substitute post office box address that a partic-
ipant may use in place of the participant’s true residential, 
business, or school address; 
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(2) act as agent to receive service of process and mail on behalf 
of the participant; and 
(3) forward to the participant mail received by the office of 
the attorney general on behalf of the participant. 

(c) A summons, writ, notice, demand, or process may be served 
on the attorney general on behalf of the participant by delivery of 
two copies of the document to the office of the attorney general. 
The attorney general shall retain a copy of the summons, writ, 
notice, demand, or process and forward the original to the par-
ticipant not later than the third day after the date of service on 
the attorney general. 
(d) The attorney general shall make and retain a copy of the enve-
lope in which certified mail is received on behalf of the participant. 
(e) The attorney general shall adopt rules to administer the pro-
gram.  

ART.  58.053.  AG E N C Y ACC E P TA N C E O F 
SU B S T I T U T E AD D R E S S  RE QU I R E D;  EX E M P T I O N S 

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a state or local agency 
must accept the substitute post office box address designated by 
the attorney general if the substitute address is presented to the 
agency by a participant in place of the participant’s true residen-
tial, business, or school address. 
(b) The attorney general by rule may permit an agency to require 
a participant to provide the participant’s true residential, busi-
ness, or school address, if necessary for the agency to perform a 
duty or function that is imposed by law or administrative require-
ment.  

ART.  58.054.  EL I G I B I L I T Y  
To be eligible to participate in the program: 
(1) an applicant must satisfy any of the following: 

(A) meet with a victim’s assistance counselor from a state or 
local agency or other for-profit or nonprofit entity that is 
identified by the attorney general as an entity that provides 
shelter or civil legal services or counseling to victims of family 
violence, sexual assault or abuse, stalking, child abduction, or 
trafficking of persons; 
(B) be protected under, or be filing an application on behalf 
of a victim who is the applicant’s child or another person in 
the applicant’s household and who is protected under: 

(i) a temporary injunction issued under Subchapter F, 
Chapter 6, Family Code; 
(ii) a temporary ex parte order issued under Chapter 83, 
Family Code; 
(iii) an order issued under Subchapter A or B, Chapter 7B, 
of this code or Chapter 85, Family Code; or 
(iv) a magistrate’s order for emergency protection issued 
under Article 17.292; or 

(C) possess documentation of family violence, child abduc-
tion, or trafficking of persons, as identified by the rules adopt-
ed under Article 58.056, or of sexual assault or abuse or stalk-
ing, as described by Section 92.0161, Property Code; and 

(2) an applicant must satisfy all of the following: 
(A) file an application for participation with the attorney gen-
eral or a state or local agency or other entity identified by the 
attorney general under Subdivision (1); 
(B) file an affirmation that the applicant has discussed safety 
planning with a victim’s assistance counselor described by 
Subdivision (1)(A); 
(C) designate the attorney general as agent to receive service 
of process and mail on behalf of the applicant; and 
(D) live at a residential address, or relocate to a residential 

address, that is unknown to the person who committed or is 
alleged to have committed the family violence, sexual assault 
or abuse, stalking, child abduction, or trafficking of persons.  

ART.  58.055.  AP P L I C AT I O N 
(a) An application under Article 58.054(2)(A) must contain: 

(1) a signed, sworn statement by the applicant stating that the 
applicant fears for the safety of the applicant, the applicant’s 
child, or another person in the applicant’s household because of 
a threat of immediate or future harm caused by the person who 
committed or is alleged to have committed the family violence, 
sexual assault or abuse, stalking, child abduction, or trafficking 
of persons; 
(2) the applicant’s true residential address and, if applicable, 
the applicant’s business and school addresses; and 
(3) a statement by the applicant of whether there is an existing 
court order or a pending court case for child support or child 
custody or visitation that involves the applicant, the appli-
cant’s child, or another person in the applicant’s household 
and, if so, the name and address of: 

(A) the legal counsel of record; and 
(B) each parent involved in the court order or pending case. 

(b) An application under Article 58.054(2)(A) must be complet-
ed by the applicant in person at the state or local agency or other 
entity with which the application is filed. 
(c) A state or local agency or other entity with which an applica-
tion is filed under Article 58.054(2)(A) shall forward the applica-
tion to the office of the attorney general. 
(d) Any assistance or counseling provided by the attorney general 
or an employee or agent of the attorney general to an applicant 
does not constitute legal advice. 
(e) The attorney general shall make program information and 
application materials available online.  

ART.  58.056.  AP P L I C AT I O N A N D EL I G I B I L I T Y  
RU L E S  A N D PRO C E D U R E S  

(a) The attorney general may establish procedures for requiring 
an applicant, in appropriate circumstances, to submit with the 
application under Article 58.054(2)(A) independent documen-
tary evidence of family violence, sexual assault or abuse, stalking, 
child abduction, or trafficking of persons in the form of: 

(1) an active or recently issued order described by Article 
58.054(1)(B); 
(2) an incident report or other record maintained by a law 
enforcement agency or official; 
(3) a statement of a physician or other health care provider 
regarding the medical condition of the applicant, applicant’s 
child, or other person in the applicant’s household as a result 
of the family violence, sexual assault or abuse, stalking, child 
abduction, or trafficking of persons; 
(4) a statement of a mental health professional, a member of 
the clergy, an attorney or other legal advocate, a trained staff 
member of a family violence center, or another professional 
who has assisted the applicant, applicant’s child, or other per-
son in the applicant’s household in addressing the effects of 
the family violence, sexual assault or abuse, stalking, child 
abduction, or trafficking of persons; or 
(5) any other independent documentary evidence necessary to 
show the applicant’s eligibility to participate in the program. 

(b) The attorney general by rule may establish additional eligibil-
ity requirements for participation in the program that are consis-
tent with the purpose of the program as stated in Article 
58.052(a).  
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ART.  58.057.  FA L S E  STAT E M E N T O N 
AP P L I C AT I O N  

(a) An applicant who knowingly or intentionally makes a false 
statement in an application under Article 58.054(2)(A) is subject 
to prosecution under Chapter 37, Penal Code. 
(b) An applicant is ineligible for, and a participant may be exclud-
ed from, participation in the program if the applicant or partici-
pant knowingly makes a false statement on an application filed 
under Article 58.054(2)(A).  

ART.  58.058.  EXC LU S I O N F RO M PA RT I C I PAT I O N 
I N PRO G R A M;  WI T H D R AWA L 

(a) A participant may be excluded from participation in the pro-
gram if: 

(1) mail forwarded to the participant by the attorney general 
is returned undeliverable on at least four occasions; 
(2) the participant changes the participant’s true residential 
address as provided in the application filed under Article 
58.054(2)(A) and does not notify the attorney general of the 
change at least 10 days before the date of the change; or 
(3) the participant changes the participant’s name. 

(b) A participant may withdraw from the program by notifying 
the attorney general in writing of the withdrawal.  

ART.  58.059.  CE RT I F I C AT I O N O F 
PA RT I C I PAT I O N I N PRO G R A M 

(a) The attorney general shall certify for participation in the pro-
gram an applicant who satisfies the eligibility requirements under 
Articles 58.054 and 58.056(b). 
(b) A certification under this article expires on the third anniver-
sary of the date of certification. 
(c) To renew a certification under this article, a participant must 
satisfy the eligibility requirements under Articles 58.054 and 
58.056(b) as if the participant were originally applying for partic-
ipation in the program.  

ART.  58.060.  CO N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  O F 
PA RT I C I PA N T IN F O R M AT I O N;  DE S T RU C T I O N O F 

IN F O R M AT I O N 
(a) Information relating to a participant: 

(1) is confidential, except as provided by Article 58.061; and 
(2) may not be disclosed under Chapter 552, Government 
Code. 

(b) Except as provided by Article 58.052(d), the attorney general 
may not make a copy of any mail received by the office of the 
attorney general on behalf of the participant. 
(c) The attorney general shall destroy all information relating to 
a participant on the third anniversary of the date the participant’s 
participation in the program ends.  

ART.  58.061.  EXC E P T I O N S  
(a) The attorney general shall disclose a participant’s true residen-
tial, business, or school address if: 

(1) requested by: 
(A) a law enforcement agency for the purpose of conduct-
ing an investigation; 
(B) the Department of Family and Protective Services for 
the purpose of conducting a child protective services inves-
tigation under Chapter 261, Family Code; or 
(C) the Department of State Health Services or a local health 
authority for the purpose of making a notification described 
by Article 21.31 of this code, Section 54.033, Family Code, 
or Section 81.051, Health and Safety Code; or 

(2) required by court order. 

(b) The attorney general may disclose a participant’s true residen-
tial, business, or school address if: 

(1) the participant consents to the disclosure; and 
(2) the disclosure is necessary to administer the program. 

(c) A person to whom a participant’s true residential, business, or 
school address is disclosed under this article shall maintain the 
requested information in a manner that protects the confidential-
ity of the participant’s true residential, business, or school 
address.  

ART.  58.062.  LI A B I L I T Y   
(a) The attorney general or an agent or employee of the attorney 
general is immune from liability for any act or omission by the 
agent or employee in administering the program if the agent or 
employee was acting in good faith and in the course and scope of 
assigned responsibilities and duties. 
(b) An agent or employee of the attorney general who does not 
act in good faith and in the course and scope of assigned respon-
sibilities and duties in disclosing a participant’s true residential, 
business, or school address is subject to prosecution under 
Chapter 39, Penal Code.  

Subchapter C. Confidentiality of Identifying 
Information of Sex Offense Victims 

ART.  58.101.  DE F I N I T I O N  
In this subchapter, “victim” means a person who was the subject 
of: 
(1) an offense the commission of which leads to a reportable con-
viction or adjudication under Chapter 62; or 
(2) an offense that is part of the same criminal episode, as defined 
by Section 3.01, Penal Code, as an offense described by 
Subdivision (1).  

ART.  58.102.  DE S I G N AT I O N O F PS E U D O N Y M;  
PS E U D O N Y M FO R M 

(a) A victim may choose a pseudonym to be used instead of the 
victim’s name to designate the victim in all public files and records 
concerning the offense, including police summary reports, press 
releases, and records of judicial proceedings. A victim who elects 
to use a pseudonym as provided by this subchapter must complete 
a pseudonym form developed under Subsection (b) and return the 
form to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense or to 
the office of the attorney representing the state prosecuting the 
offense. 
(b) The Sexual Assault Prevention and Crisis Services Program of 
the office of the attorney general shall develop and distribute to 
all law enforcement agencies of the state and to each office of the 
attorney representing the state a pseudonym form to record the 
name, address, telephone number, and pseudonym of a victim.  

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 836, §6).  

ART.  58.103.  VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 
CO N F I D E N T I A L 

(a) A victim who completes a pseudonym form and returns the 
form to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense or 
to the office of the attorney representing the state prosecuting the 
offense may not be required to disclose the victim’s name, 
address, and telephone number in connection with the investiga-
tion or prosecution of the offense. 
(b) A law enforcement agency or an office of the attorney repre-
senting the state receiving a pseudonym form under Subsection 
(a) shall send a copy of the form to each other agency or office 
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investigating or prosecuting the offense. 
(c) A completed and returned pseudonym form is confidential 
and may not be disclosed to any person other than a defendant 
in the case or the defendant’s attorney, except as provided by 
Subsection (b) or by [on an] order of a court. The court finding 
required by Article 58.104 is not required to disclose the confi-
dential pseudonym form to the defendant in the case or to the 
defendant’s attorney. 
(d) A [(c) If a victim completes a pseudonym form and returns 
the form to a law enforcement agency under Article 58.102(a), 
the] law enforcement agency receiving the form or a copy of the 
form shall: 

(1) remove the victim’s name and substitute the pseudonym 
for the name on all reports, files, and records in the agency’s 
possession; and 
(2) [notify the attorney representing the state of the pseudo-
nym and that the victim has elected to be designated by the 
pseudonym; and] 
[(3)] maintain the form in a manner that protects the confi-
dentiality of the information contained on the form. 

(e) An office of the attorney representing the state receiving the 
form or a copy of the form shall: 

(1) remove the victim’s name and substitute the pseudonym 
for the name on all reports, files, and records in the office’s 
possession; 
(2) maintain the form in a manner that protects the confiden-
tiality of the information contained on the form; and 
(3) [(d) An attorney representing the state who receives notice 
that a victim has elected to be designated by a pseudonym 
shall] ensure that the victim is designated by the pseudonym 
in all legal proceedings concerning the offense. 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 836, §7). 

ART.  58.104.  CO U RT-OR D E R E D DI S C LO S U R E O F 
VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 

A court may order the disclosure of a victim’s name, address, and 
telephone number only if the court finds that the information is 
essential in the trial of the defendant for the offense or the iden-
tity of the victim is in issue.  

ART.  58.105.  DI S C LO S U R E O F CE RTA I N CH I L D 
VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N PRO H I B I T E D 

Except as required or permitted by other law or by court order, a 
public servant or other person who has access to or obtains the 
name, address, telephone number, or other identifying informa-
tion of a victim younger than 17 years of age may not release or 
disclose the identifying information to any person who is not 
assisting in the investigation, prosecution, or defense of the case. 
This article does not apply to the release or disclosure of a victim’s 
identifying information by: 
(1) the victim; or 
(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the par-
ent, conservator, or guardian is a defendant in the case.  

ART.  58.106.  DI S C LO S U R E O F IN F O R M AT I O N O F 
CO N F I N E D VI C T I M 

This subchapter does not prohibit the inspector general of the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice from disclosing a victim’s 
identifying information to an employee of the department or the 
department’s ombudsperson if the victim is an inmate or state jail 
defendant confined in a facility operated by or under contract 
with the department.  

ART.  58.107.  OF F E N S E  
(a) A public servant commits an offense if the public servant: 

(1) has access to the name, address, or telephone number of a 
victim 17 years of age or older who has chosen a pseudonym 
under this subchapter; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone num-
ber of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) the person specified in the order of a court. 

(b) Unless the disclosure is required or permitted by other law, a 
public servant or other person commits an offense if the person: 

(1) has access to or obtains the name, address, or telephone 
number of a victim younger than 17 years of age; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone 
number of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) a person specified in an order of a court. 

(c) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under Subsection 
(b) that the actor is: 

(1) the victim; or 
(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the 
actor is a defendant in the case. 

(d) It is an exception to the application of this article that: 
(1) the person who discloses the name, address, or telephone 
number of a victim is the inspector general of the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice; 
(2) the victim is an inmate or state jail defendant confined in 
a facility operated by or under contract with the department; 
and 
(3) the person to whom the disclosure is made is an employee 
of the department or the department’s ombudsperson. 

(e) An offense under this article is a Class C misdemeanor.  

Subchapter D. Confidentiality of Identifying 
Information of Victims of Stalking, Invasive 

Visual Recording, or Indecent Assault 

ART.  58.151.  DE F I N I T I O N  
In this subchapter, “victim” means a person who is the subject of: 
(1) an offense that allegedly constitutes: 

(A) stalking under Section 42.072, Penal Code;  
(B) invasive visual recording under Section 21.15, Penal 
Code; or 
(C) indecent assault under Section 22.012, Penal Code; or 

(2) an offense that is part of the same criminal episode, as defined 
by Section 3.01, Penal Code, as an offense described by 
Subdivision (1) [under Section 42.072, Penal Code].  

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2025 (SB 487, §§1 & 2). 

ART.  58.152.  DE S I G N AT I O N O F PS E U D O N Y M;  
PS E U D O N Y M FO R M 

(a) A victim may choose a pseudonym to be used instead of the vic-
tim’s name to designate the victim in all public files and records 
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concerning the offense, including police summary reports, press 
releases, and records of judicial proceedings. A victim who elects to 
use a pseudonym as provided by this subchapter must complete a 
pseudonym form developed under Subsection (b) and return the 
form to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense. 
(b) The office of the attorney general shall develop and distribute 
to all law enforcement agencies of the state a pseudonym form to 
record the name, address, telephone number, and pseudonym of 
a victim.  

ART.  58.153.  VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 
CO N F I D E N T I A L 

(a) A victim who completes a pseudonym form and returns the 
form to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense 
may not be required to disclose the victim’s name, address, and 
telephone number in connection with the investigation or prose-
cution of the offense. 
(b) A completed and returned pseudonym form is confidential 
and may not be disclosed to any person other than the victim 
identified by the pseudonym form, a defendant in the case, or the 
defendant’s attorney, except on an order of a court. The court 
finding required by Article 58.154 is not required to disclose the 
confidential pseudonym form to the victim identified by the 
pseudonym form, the defendant in the case, or the defendant’s 
attorney. 
(c) If a victim completes a pseudonym form and returns the form 
to a law enforcement agency under Article 58.152(a), the law 
enforcement agency receiving the form shall: 

(1) remove the victim’s name and substitute the pseudonym 
for the name on all reports, files, and records in the agency’s 
possession; 
(2) notify the attorney representing the state of the pseudo-
nym and that the victim has elected to be designated by the 
pseudonym; 
(3) provide to the victim a copy of the completed pseudonym 
form showing that the form was returned to the law enforce-
ment agency; and 
(4) maintain the form in a manner that protects the confiden-
tiality of the information contained on the form. 

(d) An attorney representing the state who receives notice that a 
victim has elected to be designated by a pseudonym shall ensure 
that the victim is designated by the pseudonym in all legal pro-
ceedings concerning the offense.  

ART.  58.154.  CO U RT-OR D E R E D DI S C LO S U R E O F 
VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 

A court may order the disclosure of a victim’s name, address, and 
telephone number only if the court finds that: 
(1) the information is essential in the trial of the defendant for 
the offense; 
(2) the identity of the victim is in issue; or 
(3) the disclosure is in the best interest of the victim.  

ART.  58.155.  DI S C LO S U R E O F CE RTA I N CH I L D 
VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N PRO H I B I T E D 

Except as required or permitted by other law or by court order, a 
public servant or other person who has access to or obtains the 
name, address, telephone number, or other identifying informa-
tion of a victim younger than 17 years of age may not release or 
disclose the identifying information to any person who is not 
assisting in the investigation, prosecution, or defense of the case. 
This article does not apply to the release or disclosure of a victim’s 
identifying information by: 
(1) the victim; or 

(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the vic-
tim’s parent, conservator, or guardian allegedly committed the 
offense described by Article 58.151.  

ART.  58.156.  OF F E N S E  
(a) A public servant commits an offense if the public servant: 

(1) has access to the name, address, or telephone number of a 
victim 17 years of age or older who has chosen a pseudonym 
under this subchapter; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone num-
ber of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) the person specified in the order of a court. 

(b) Unless the disclosure is required or permitted by other law, a 
public servant or other person commits an offense if the person: 

(1) has access to or obtains the name, address, or telephone 
number of a victim younger than 17 years of age; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone num-
ber of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) a person specified in an order of a court. 

(c) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under Subsection 
(b) that the actor is: 

(1) the victim; or 
(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the 
victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian allegedly committed 
the offense described by Article 58.151. 

(d) An offense under this article is a Class C misdemeanor.  

ART.  58.157.  EF F E C T O N OT H E R LAW  
This subchapter does not affect: 
(1) a victim’s responsibility to provide documentation of stalking 
under Section 92.0161, Property Code; or 
(2) a person’s power or duty to disclose the documented informa-
tion as provided by Subsection (j) of that section.  

Subchapter E. Confidentiality of Identifying 
Information of Victims of Family Violence 

ART.  58.201.  DE F I N I T I O N  
In this subchapter, “victim” means a person who is the subject of: 
(1) an offense that allegedly constitutes family violence, as 
defined by Section 71.004, Family Code; or 
(2) an offense that is part of the same criminal episode, as defined 
by Section 3.01, Penal Code, as an offense described by 
Subdivision (1).  

ART.  58.202.  DE S I G N AT I O N O F PS E U D O N Y M;  
PS E U D O N Y M FO R M 

(a) A victim may choose a pseudonym to be used instead of the 
victim’s name to designate the victim in all public files and 
records concerning the offense, including police summary 
reports, press releases, and records of judicial proceedings. A vic-
tim who elects to use a pseudonym as provided by this subchapter 
must complete a pseudonym form developed under Subsection 
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(b) and return the form to the law enforcement agency investigat-
ing the offense. 
(b) The office of the attorney general shall develop and distribute 
to all law enforcement agencies of the state a pseudonym form to 
record the name, address, telephone number, and pseudonym of 
a victim.  

ART.  58.203.  VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 
CO N F I D E N T I A L 

(a) A victim who completes a pseudonym form and returns the 
form to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense 
may not be required to disclose the victim’s name, address, and 
telephone number in connection with the investigation or prose-
cution of the offense. 
(b) A completed and returned pseudonym form is confidential 
and may not be disclosed to any person other than a defendant 
in the case or the defendant’s attorney, except on an order of a 
court. The court finding required by Article 58.204 is not 
required to disclose the confidential pseudonym form to the 
defendant in the case or to the defendant’s attorney. 
(c) If a victim completes a pseudonym form and returns the form 
to a law enforcement agency under Article 58.202(a), the law 
enforcement agency receiving the form shall: 

(1) remove the victim’s name and substitute the pseudonym 
for the name on all reports, files, and records in the agency’s 
possession; 
(2) notify the attorney representing the state of the pseudo-
nym and that the victim has elected to be designated by the 
pseudonym; and 
(3) maintain the form in a manner that protects the confiden-
tiality of the information contained on the form. 

(d) An attorney representing the state who receives notice that a 
victim has elected to be designated by a pseudonym shall ensure 
that the victim is designated by the pseudonym in all legal pro-
ceedings concerning the offense.  

ART.  58.204.  CO U RT-OR D E R E D DI S C LO S U R E O F 
VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 

A court may order the disclosure of a victim’s name, address, and 
telephone number only if the court finds that the information is 
essential in the trial of the defendant for the offense or the iden-
tity of the victim is in issue.  

ART.  58.205.  DI S C LO S U R E O F CE RTA I N CH I L D 
VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N PRO H I B I T E D 

Except as required or permitted by other law or by court order, a 
public servant or other person who has access to or obtains the 
name, address, telephone number, or other identifying informa-
tion of a victim younger than 17 years of age may not release or 
disclose the identifying information to any person who is not 
assisting in the investigation, prosecution, or defense of the case. 
This article does not apply to the release or disclosure of a victim’s 
identifying information by: 
(1) the victim; or 
(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the vic-
tim’s parent, conservator, or guardian allegedly committed the 
offense described by Article 58.201.  

ART.  58.206.  OF F E N S E  
(a) A public servant commits an offense if the public servant: 

(1) has access to the name, address, or telephone number of a 
victim 17 years of age or older who has chosen a pseudonym 

under this subchapter; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone num-
ber of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) the person specified in the order of a court. 

(b) Unless the disclosure is required or permitted by other law, a 
public servant or other person commits an offense if the person: 

(1) has access to or obtains the name, address, or telephone 
number of a victim younger than 17 years of age; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone num-
ber of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) a person specified in an order of a court. 

(c) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under Subsection 
(b) that the actor is: 

(1) the victim; or 
(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the 
victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian allegedly committed 
the offense described by Article 58.201. 

(d) An offense under this article is a Class C misdemeanor.  

ART.  58.207.  AP P L I C A B I L I T Y  O F SU B C H A P T E R 
TO DE PA RT M E N T O F FA M I LY  A N D PROT E C T I V E 

SE RV I C E S  
(a) This subchapter does not require the Department of Family 
and Protective Services to use a pseudonym in a department 
report, file, or record relating to the abuse, neglect, or exploita-
tion of a child or adult who may also be the subject of an offense 
described by Article 58.201. 
(b) To the extent permitted by law, the Department of Family 
and Protective Services and a department employee, as necessary 
in performing department duties, may disclose the name of a vic-
tim who elects to use a pseudonym under this subchapter.  

ART.  58.208.  AP P L I C A B I L I T Y  O F SU B C H A P T E R 
TO PO L I T I C A L SU B D I V I S I O N S 

This subchapter does not require a political subdivision to use a 
pseudonym in a report, file, or record that: 
(1) is not intended for distribution to the public; or 
(2) is not the subject of an open records request under Chapter 
552, Government Code.  

Subchapter F. Confidentiality of Identifying 
Information of Victims of Trafficking of Persons 

ART.  58.251.  DE F I N I T I O N 
In this subchapter, “victim” means a person who is the subject of: 
(1) an offense under Section 20A.02, Penal Code; or 
(2) an offense that is part of the same criminal episode, as defined 
by Section 3.01, Penal Code, as an offense under Section 20A.02, 
Penal Code.  

ART.  58.252.  DE S I G N AT I O N O F PS E U D O N Y M;  
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PS E U D O N Y M FO R M 
(a) A victim may choose a pseudonym to be used instead of the vic-
tim’s name to designate the victim in all public files and records 
concerning the offense, including police summary reports, press 
releases, and records of judicial proceedings. A victim who elects to 
use a pseudonym as provided by this subchapter must complete a 
pseudonym form developed under Subsection (b) and return the 
form to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense. 
(b) The office of the attorney general shall develop and distribute 
to all law enforcement agencies of the state a pseudonym form to 
record the name, address, telephone number, and pseudonym of 
a victim.  

ART.  58.253.  VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 
CO N F I D E N T I A L 

(a) A victim who completes a pseudonym form and returns the 
form to the law enforcement agency investigating the offense 
may not be required to disclose the victim’s name, address, and 
telephone number in connection with the investigation or prose-
cution of the offense. 
(b) A completed and returned pseudonym form is confidential 
and may not be disclosed to any person other than a defendant 
in the case or the defendant’s attorney, except on an order of a 
court. The court finding required by Article 58.254 is not 
required to disclose the confidential pseudonym form to the 
defendant in the case or to the defendant’s attorney. 
(c) If a victim completes a pseudonym form and returns the form 
to a law enforcement agency under Article 58.252(a), the law 
enforcement agency receiving the form shall: 

(1) remove the victim’s name and substitute the pseudonym 
for the name on all reports, files, and records in the agency’s 
possession; 
(2) notify the attorney representing the state of the pseudo-
nym and that the victim has elected to be designated by the 
pseudonym; and 
(3) maintain the form in a manner that protects the confiden-
tiality of the information contained on the form. 

(d) An attorney representing the state who receives notice that a 
victim has elected to be designated by a pseudonym shall ensure 
that the victim is designated by the pseudonym in all legal pro-
ceedings concerning the offense.  

ART.  58.254.  CO U RT-OR D E R E D DI S C LO S U R E O F 
VI C T I M IN F O R M AT I O N 

A court may order the disclosure of a victim’s name, address, and 
telephone number only if the court finds that the information is 
essential in the trial of the defendant for the offense or the iden-
tity of the victim is in issue.  

ART.  58.255.  DI S C LO S U R E O F CH I L D VI C T I M 
IN F O R M AT I O N PRO H I B I T E D 

Except as required or permitted by other law or by court order, a 
public servant or other person who has access to or obtains the 
name, address, telephone number, or other identifying informa-
tion of a victim younger than 18 years of age may not release or 
disclose the identifying information to any person who is not 
assisting in the investigation, prosecution, or defense of the case. 
This article does not apply to the release or disclosure of a victim’s 
identifying information by: 
(1) the victim; or 
(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the vic-
tim’s parent, conservator, or guardian allegedly committed the 
offense described by Article 58.251.  

ART.  58.256.  OF F E N S E  
(a) A public servant commits an offense if the public servant: 

(1) has access to the name, address, or telephone number of a 
victim 18 years of age or older who has chosen a pseudonym 
under this subchapter; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone num-
ber of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) the person specified in the order of a court. 

(b) Unless the disclosure is required or permitted by other law, a 
public servant or other person commits an offense if the person: 

(1) has access to or obtains the name, address, or telephone 
number of a victim younger than 18 years of age; and 
(2) knowingly discloses the name, address, or telephone num-
ber of the victim to: 

(A) a person who is not assisting in the investigation or 
prosecution of the offense; or 
(B) a person other than: 

(i) the defendant; 
(ii) the defendant’s attorney; or 
(iii) a person specified in an order of a court. 

(c) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under Subsection 
(b) that the actor is: 

(1) the victim; or 
(2) the victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian, unless the 
victim’s parent, conservator, or guardian allegedly committed 
the offense described by Article 58.251. 

(d) An offense under this article is a Class C misdemeanor.  

Subchapter G. Sealing of Medical Records of 
Certain Child Victims 

ART.  58.301.  DE F I N I T I O N S  
In this subchapter: 
(1) “Child” means a person who is younger than 18 years of age. 
(2) “Medical records” means any information used or generated 
by health care providers, including records relating to emergency 
room treatment, rehabilitation therapy, or counseling.  

ART.  58.302.  SE A L I N G O F ME D I C A L RE CO R D S 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (c), on a motion filed by a 
person described by Subsection (b), the court shall seal the med-
ical records of a child who is a victim of an offense described by 
Section 1, Article 38.071. 
(b) A motion under this article may be filed on the court’s own 
motion or by: 

(1) the attorney representing the state; 
(2) the defendant; or 
(3) the parent or guardian of the victim or, if the victim is no 
longer a child, the victim. 

(c) The court is not required to seal the records described by this 
article on a finding of good cause after a hearing held under 
Subsection (d). 
(d) The court shall grant the motion without a hearing unless the 
motion is contested not later than the seventh day after the date 
the motion is filed.  

ART.  58.303.  ACC E S S  TO SE A L E D ME D I C A L 
RE CO R D S 

Medical records sealed under this subchapter are not open for 
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inspection by any person except: 
(1) on further order of the court after: 

(A) notice to a parent or guardian of the victim whose infor-
mation is sealed or, if the victim is no longer a child, notice to 
the victim; and 
(B) a finding of good cause; 

(2) in connection with a criminal or civil proceeding as otherwise 
provided by law; or 
(3) on request of a parent or legal guardian of the victim whose 
information is sealed or, if the victim is no longer a child, on 
request of the victim.  

ART.  58.304.  LI A B I L I T Y  
Except on a showing of bad faith, a clerk of the court is not liable 
for any failure to seal medical records after the court grants a 
motion under this subchapter.  

CHAPTER 59.  FORFEITURE OF  
CONTRABAND 

ART.  59.01.  DE F I N I T I O N S 
In this chapter: 
(1) “Attorney representing the state” means the prosecutor with 
felony jurisdiction in the county in which a forfeiture proceeding 
is held under this chapter or, in a proceeding for forfeiture of con-
traband as defined under Subdivision (2)(B)(v) of this article, the 
city attorney of a municipality if the property is seized in that 
municipality by a peace officer employed by that municipality and 
the governing body of the municipality has approved procedures 
for the city attorney acting in a forfeiture proceeding. In a proceed-
ing for forfeiture of contraband as defined under Subdivision 
(2)(B)(vi) of this article, the term includes the attorney general. 
(2) “Contraband” means property of any nature, including real, 
personal, tangible, or intangible, including a digital currency, 
non-fungible token, or stablecoin, that is: 

(A) used in the commission of: 
(i) any first or second degree felony under the Penal Code; 
(ii) any felony under Section 15.031(b), 21.11, or 38.04 or 
Chapter 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 33A, or 35, Penal Code; 
(iii) any felony under Chapter 43, Penal Code, except as 
provided by Paragraph (B); 
(iv) any felony under The Securities Act (Article 581-1 et 
seq., Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes); or 
(v) any offense under Chapter 49, Penal Code, that is pun-
ishable as a felony of the third degree or state jail felony, if 
the defendant has been previously convicted three times of 
an offense under that chapter; 

(B) used or intended to be used in the commission of: 
(i) any felony under Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code 
(Texas Controlled Substances Act); 
(ii) any felony under Chapter 483, Health and Safety Code; 
(iii) a felony under Chapter 152, Finance Code; 
(iv) any felony under Chapter 20A or 34, Penal Code;  
(v) a Class A misdemeanor under Subchapter B, Chapter 
365, Health and Safety Code, if the defendant has been 
previously convicted twice of an offense under that sub-
chapter; 
(vi) any felony under Chapter 32, Human Resources 
Code, or Chapter 31, 32, 35A, or 37, Penal Code, that 
involves a health care program, as defined by Section 
35A.01, Penal Code;  
(vii) a Class B misdemeanor under Chapter 522, Business 

& Commerce Code;  
(viii) a Class A misdemeanor under Section 306.051, 
Business & Commerce Code;  
(ix) any offense under Section 42.10, Penal Code; 
(x) any offense under Section 46.06(a)(1) or 46.14, Penal 
Code; 
(xi) any offense under Chapter 71, Penal Code; 
(xii) any offense under Section 20.05, 20.06, 20.07, 43.04, 
or 43.05, Penal Code;  
(xiii) an offense under Section 326.002, Business & 
Commerce Code;  
(xiv) any offense under Section 545.420, Transportation 
Code; or 
(xv) any offense punishable under Section 42.03(d) or (e), 
Penal Code; 

(C) the proceeds gained from the commission of a felony list-
ed in Paragraph (A) or (B) of this subdivision, a misdemeanor 
listed in Paragraph (B)(vii), (ix), (x), (xi), (xii), (xiv), or (xv) of 
this subdivision, or a crime of violence; 
(D) acquired with proceeds gained from the commission of a 
felony listed in Paragraph (A) or (B) of this subdivision, a mis-
demeanor listed in Paragraph (B)(vii), (ix), (x), (xi), (xii), 
(xiv), or (xv) of this subdivision, or a crime of violence;  
(E) used to facilitate or intended to be used to facilitate the 
commission of a felony under Section 15.031 or Chapter 43, 
Penal Code; or 
(F) used to facilitate or intended to be used to facilitate the 
commission of an offense under Section 20.05, 20.06, or 
20.07 or Chapter 20A, Penal Code. 

(3) “Crime of violence” means: 
(A) any criminal offense defined in the Penal Code or in a federal 
criminal law that results in a personal injury to a victim; or 
(B) an act that is not an offense under the Penal Code involving 
the operation of a motor vehicle, aircraft, or water vehicle that 
results in injury or death sustained in a collision caused by a dri-
ver in violation of Section 550.021, Transportation Code. 

(3-a) “Digital currency” means a digital representation of value 
recorded on a cryptographically secured distributed ledger, 
including blockchain, or similar technology. 
(4) “Interest holder” means the bona fide holder of a perfected 
lien or a perfected security interest in property. 
(5) “Law enforcement agency” means an agency of the state or an 
agency of a political subdivision of the state authorized by law to 
employ peace officers. 
(6) “Owner” means a person who claims an equitable or legal 
ownership interest in property. 
(7) “Proceeds” includes: 

(A) income a person accused or convicted of a crime or the 
person’s representative or assignee receives from: 

(i) [(A)] a movie, book, magazine article, tape recording, 
phonographic record, radio or television presentation, tele-
phone service, electronic media format, including an 
Internet website, or live entertainment in which the crime 
was reenacted; or 
(ii) [(B)] the sale of tangible property the value of which is 
increased by the notoriety gained from the conviction of 
an offense by the person accused or convicted of the crime; 
or 

(B) with respect to digital currency gained from the commis-
sion of an offense, any increase in value of the digital currency 
between the date of acquisition and the forfeiture of the digi-
tal currency. 

A R T.  5 9 . 0 1 .  D E F I N I T I O N S

394    C O D E  O F  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E D U R E     


