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CHAPTER 508. PAROLE AND 

MANDATORY SUPERVISION  

Subchapter A. General Provisions 

SE C.  508.001.  DE F I N I T I O N S 
In this chapter: 
(1) “Board” means the Board of Pardons and Paroles.  
(2) “Community supervision and corrections department” means 
a department established under Chapter 76.  
(3) “Director” means the director of the pardons and paroles di-
vision.  
(4) “Division” means the pardons and paroles division.  
(5) “Mandatory supervision” means the release of an eligible in-
mate sentenced to the institutional division so that the inmate 
may serve the remainder of the inmate’s sentence not on parole 
but under the supervision of the pardons and paroles division.  
(6) “Parole” means the discretionary and conditional release of an 
eligible inmate sentenced to the institutional division so that the 
inmate may serve the remainder of the inmate’s sentence under 
the supervision of the pardons and paroles division. 
(7) “Parole officer” means a person appointed by the director and 
assigned the duties of assessment of risks and needs, investigation, 
case management, and supervision of releasees to ensure that re-
leasees are complying with the conditions of parole or mandatory 
supervision.  
(8) “Parole commissioner” means a person employed by the 
board to perform the duties described by Section 508.0441. 
(9) “Releasee” means a person released on parole or to mandatory 
supervision.  
(10) “Presiding officer” means the presiding officer of the Board 
of Pardons and Paroles. 

SE C.  508.002.  CL E M E N C Y,  CO M M U TAT I O N 
DI S T I N G U I S H E D  

Neither parole nor mandatory supervision is a commutation of 
sentence or any other form of clemency.  

SE C.  508.003.  IN A P P L I C A B L E TO JU V E N I L E S  
A N D CE RTA I N IN M AT E S  

(a) This chapter does not apply to an emergency absence under 
escort granted to an inmate by the institutional division under 
Section 501.006.  
(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), this chapter does not 
apply to release on parole from an institution for juveniles.  
(c) The provisions of this chapter not in conflict with Section 
508.156 apply to parole of a person from the Texas Juvenile Jus-
tice Department or from a post-adjudication secure correctional 
facility operated by or under contract with a juvenile board or 
local juvenile probation department under that section. 

Subchapter B. Board of Pardons and Paroles  

SE C.  508.031.  CO M P O S I T I O N O F BOA R D  
(a) The board consists of seven members appointed by the gover-
nor with the advice and consent of the senate.  
(b) Appointments to the board must be made without regard to 
the race, color, disability, sex, religion, age, or national origin of 
the appointed members.  

SE C.  508.032.  RE QU I R E M E N TS F O R 
ME M B E R S H I P 

(a) Board members must be representative of the general public. 
(b) A member must have resided in this state for the two years be-
fore appointment. 
(c)(1) A person who is a former employee of the department may 
not serve on the board before the second anniversary of the date 
the person terminated employment with the department. 

(2) A person who is employed by the department on August 
1, 2003, may not serve on the board before August 1, 2005. 

(d) At any time not more than three members of the board may 
be former employees of the department. 
(e) For purposes of Subsections (c) and (d), previous service as a 
board member is not considered to be employment with the de-
partment. 

SE C.  508.033.  DI S QUA L I F I C AT I O N S 
(a) A person is not eligible for appointment as a member of the 
board or for employment as a parole commissioner if the person 
or the person’s spouse: 

(1) is employed by or participates in the management of a 
business entity or other organization receiving funds from the 
department or the board; 
(2) owns or controls, directly or indirectly, more than a 10-
percent interest in a business entity or other organization: 

(A) regulated by the department; or 
(B) receiving funds from the department or the board; or 

(3) uses or receives a substantial amount of tangible goods, 
services, or funds from the department or the board, other 
than compensation or reimbursement authorized by law for 
board membership, attendance, or expenses. 

(b) In determining eligibility under Subsection (a)(3), the com-
pensation or reimbursement that a board member’s spouse or pa-
role commissioner’s spouse receives as an employee of the board 
or the department may not be considered. This subsection does 
not affect any restriction on employment or board membership 
imposed by any other law. 
(c) A person may not serve as a parole commissioner, may not be 
a member of the board, and may not be an employee of the divi-
sion or the board employed in a “bona fide executive, administra-
tive, or professional capacity,” as that phrase is used for purposes 
of establishing an exemption to the overtime provisions of the fed-
eral Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. Section 201 et 
seq.) and its subsequent amendments, if: 

(1) the person is an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a 
Texas trade association in the field of criminal justice; or 
(2) the person’s spouse is an officer, manager, or paid consultant 
of a Texas trade association in the field of criminal justice. 

(d) A person who is required to register as a lobbyist under Chap-
ter 305 because of the person’s activities for compensation in or 
on behalf of a profession related to the operation of the board 
may not: 

(1) serve as a member of the board or as a parole commis-
sioner; or 
(2) act as the general counsel to the board or division. 

(e) In this section, “Texas trade association” means a cooperative 
and voluntarily joined association of business or professional 
competitors in this state designed to assist its members and its in-
dustry or profession in: 
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(1) dealing with mutual business or professional problems; 
and 
(2) promoting their common interests.  

(f ) A person who is a current or former employee of the depart-
ment may not serve as a parole commissioner before the second 
anniversary of the date the person’s employment with the depart-
ment ceases, and a member of the board may not serve as a parole 
commissioner before the second anniversary of the date the per-
son’s membership on the board ceases. 

SE C.  508.034.  GRO U N D S F O R RE M OVA L 
(a) It is a ground for removal from the board that a member: 

(1) does not have at the time of taking office the qualification re-
quired by Section 508.032(b) for appointment to the board; 
(2) is ineligible for membership under Section 508.033; 
(3) is unable to discharge the member’s duties for a substantial 
part of the term for which the member is appointed because 
of illness or disability; or 
(4) is absent from more than half of the regularly scheduled 
board or panel meetings that the member is eligible to attend 
during each calendar year. 

(b) The board administrator or the board administrator’s de-
signee shall provide to members of the board and to employees, 
as often as necessary, information regarding their qualifications 
for office or employment under this chapter and their responsi-
bilities under applicable laws relating to standards of conduct for 
state officers or employees. 
(c) The validity of an action of the board or panel is not affected 
by the fact that the action is taken when a ground for removal of 
a board member exists. 
(d) If the general counsel of the board has knowledge that a po-
tential ground for removal exists, the general counsel shall notify 
the presiding officer of the board of the potential ground. The 
presiding officer shall notify the governor and the attorney gen-
eral that a potential ground for removal exists. If the potential 
ground for removal involves the presiding officer, the general 
counsel to the board shall notify the governor and the attorney 
general that a potential ground for removal exists. 
(e) It is a ground for removal from the board that a member fails 
to comply with policies or rules adopted by the board. 

SE C.  508.035.  PR E S I D I N G OF F I C E R 
(a) The governor shall designate one member to serve as presiding 
officer of the board. 
(b) The presiding officer serves in that capacity at the pleasure of 
the governor. 
(c) The presiding officer reports directly to the governor and 
serves as the administrative head of the board. 
(d) The presiding officer may: 

(1) delegate responsibilities and authority to other members of 
the board, parole commissioners, or to employees of the board; 
(2) appoint advisory committees from the membership of the 
board or from parole commissioners to further the efficient 
administration of board business; and 
(3) establish policies and procedures to further the efficient 
administration of the business of the board. 

SE C.  508.036.  GE N E R A L AD M I N I S T R AT I V E 
DU T I E S  

(a) The presiding officer shall:  
(1) develop and implement policies that clearly separate the 
policy-making responsibilities of the board and the manage-
ment responsibilities of the board administrator, parole com-
missioners, and the staff of the board;  

(2) establish caseloads and required work hours for members 
of the board and parole commissioners;  
(3) update parole guidelines, assign precedential value to pre-
vious decisions of the board relating to the granting of parole 
and the revocation of parole or mandatory supervision, and 
develop policies to ensure that members of the board and pa-
role commissioners use guidelines and previous decisions of 
the board and parole commissioners in making decisions 
under this chapter;  
(4) require members of the board and parole commissioners 
to file activity reports that provide information on release de-
cisions made by members of the board and parole commis-
sioners, the workload and hours worked of the members of 
the board and parole commissioners, and the use of parole 
guidelines by members of the board and parole commission-
ers; and  
(5) report at least annually to the governor and the legislature 
on the activities of the board and parole commissioners, parole 
release decisions, and the use of parole guidelines by the board 
and parole commissioners. 

(b) The board shall: 
(1) adopt rules relating to the decision-making processes used 
by the board and parole panels; 
(2) prepare information of public interest describing the func-
tions of the board and make the information available to the 
public and appropriate state agencies; 
(3) comply with federal and state laws related to program and 
facility accessibility; and 
(4) develop and implement policies that provide the public 
with a reasonable opportunity to appear before the board and 
to speak on any issue under the jurisdiction of the board, with 
the exception of an individual parole determination or 
clemency recommendation. 

(c) The board administrator shall prepare and maintain a written plan 
that describes how a person who does not speak English can be pro-
vided reasonable access to the board’s programs and services. 
(d) The board, in performing its duties, is subject to the open 
meetings law, Chapter 551, and the administrative procedure 
law, Chapter 2001. This subsection does not affect the provisions 
of Section 2001.223 exempting hearings and interviews con-
ducted by the board or the division from Section 2001.038 and 
Subchapters C-H, Chapter 2001. 
(e) The board, in accordance with the rules and procedures of the 
Legislative Budget Board, shall prepare, approve, and submit a 
legislative appropriations request that is separate from the legisla-
tive appropriations request for the department and is used to de-
velop the board’s budget structure. The board shall maintain the 
board’s legislative appropriations request and budget structure 
separately from those of the department. 

SE C.  508.0362.  TR A I N I N G RE QU I R E D;  
EX E C U T I V E CO M M I T T E E 

(a)(1) A person who is appointed to and qualifies for office as a 
member of the board may not vote, deliberate, or be counted as 
a member in attendance at a meeting of the board until the per-
son completes at least one course of a training program that com-
plies with this section. 

(2) A parole commissioner employed by the board may not vote 
or deliberate on a matter described by Section 508.0441 until 
the person completes at least one course of a training program 
that complies with this section. 

(b) A training program must provide information to the person 
regarding: 
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(1) the enabling legislation that created the board; 
(2) the programs operated by the board; 
(3) the role and functions of the board and parole commis-
sioners; 
(4) the rules of the board; 
(5) the current budget for the board; 
(6) the results of the most recent formal audit of the board; 
(7) the requirements of the: 

(A) open meetings law, Chapter 551; 
(B) open records law, Chapter 552; and 
(C) administrative procedure law, Chapter 2001; 

(8) the requirements of the conflict of interest laws and other 
laws relating to public officials; and 
(9) any applicable ethics policies adopted by the policy board 
or the Texas Ethics Commission. 

(c) A person appointed to the board is entitled to reimbursement, 
as provided by the General Appropriations Act, for travel ex-
penses incurred in attending the training program regardless of 
whether the attendance at the program occurs before or after the 
person qualifies for office. 

SE C.  508.037.  TE R M S;  RE M OVA L 
(a) A board member holds office for a term of six years. 
(b) The terms of one-third of the members expire February 1 of 
each odd-numbered year. 
(c) The governor may remove a board member, other than a 
member appointed by another governor, at any time and for any 
reason. 

SE C.  508.038.  VAC A N C I E S  
If a vacancy occurs, the governor shall appoint in the same man-
ner as other appointments are made a person to serve the remain-
der of the unexpired term. 

SE C.  508.039.  CO M PE N S AT I O N 
A board member is paid the salary the legislature determines in 
the General Appropriations Act. 

SE C.  508.040.  PE R S O N N E L 
(a) The presiding officer is responsible for the employment and su-
pervision of: 

(1) parole commissioners; 
(2) a general counsel to the board; 
(3) a board administrator to manage the day-to-day activities 
of the board; 
(4) hearing officers; 
(5) personnel to assist in clemency and hearing matters; and 
(6) secretarial or clerical personnel. 

(b) The board administrator or the board administrator’s de-
signee shall prepare and maintain a written policy statement that 
implements a program of equal employment opportunity under 
which all personnel decisions of the board are made without re-
gard to race, color, disability, sex, religion, age, or national origin. 
The policy statement must include: 

(1) personnel policies, including policies relating to recruit-
ment, evaluation, selection, training, and promotion of per-
sonnel, that show the intent of the board to avoid the 
unlawful employment practices described by Chapter 21, 
Labor Code; and 
(2) an analysis of the extent to which the composition of the 
board’s personnel is in accordance with state and federal law 
and a description of reasonable methods to achieve compli-
ance with state and federal law. 

(c) The policy statement must be updated annually, be reviewed 

by the Commission on Human Rights for compliance with Sub-
section (b)(1), and be filed with the governor’s office. 
(d) The board administrator or the board administrator’s designee 
shall develop an intra-agency career ladder program that addresses 
opportunities for mobility and advancement for employees within 
the board. The program shall require intra-agency posting of all po-
sitions concurrently with any public posting. 
(e) The board administrator or the board administrator’s designee 
shall develop a system of annual performance evaluations that are 
based on documented employee performance. All merit pay for 
board employees must be based on the system established under 
this subsection. 

SE C.  508.041.  DE S I G N E E TR A I N I N G;  
HA N D B O O K 

(a) The board shall develop and implement: 
(1) a training program that each newly hired employee of the 
board designated to conduct hearings under Section 508.281 
must complete before conducting a hearing without the assis-
tance of a board member or experienced parole commissioner 
or designee; and 
(2) a training program to provide an annual update to de-
signees of the board on issues and procedures relating to the 
revocation process. 

(b) The board shall prepare and biennially update a procedural 
manual to be used by designees of the board. The board shall in-
clude in the manual: 

(1) descriptions of decisions in previous hearings determined 
by the board to have value as precedents for decisions in sub-
sequent hearings; 
(2) laws and court decisions relevant to decision making in 
hearings; and 
(3) case studies useful in decision making in hearings. 

(c) The board shall prepare and update as necessary a handbook 
to be made available to participants in hearings under Section 
508.281, such as defense attorneys, persons released on parole or 
mandatory supervision, and witnesses. The handbook must de-
scribe in plain language the procedures used in a hearing under 
Section 508.281. 

SE C.  508.042.  TR A I N I N G PRO G R A M F O R 
ME M B E R S A N D PA RO L E CO M M I S S I O N E R S 

(a) The board shall develop for board members and parole com-
missioners a comprehensive training and education program on 
the criminal justice system, with special emphasis on the parole 
process. 
(b)(1) A new member may not participate in a vote of the board 
or a panel, deliberate, or be counted as a member in attendance 
at a meeting of the board until the member completes the pro-
gram. 

(2) A new parole commissioner may not participate in a vote 
of a panel until the commissioner completes the program. 
This subdivision does not apply to a new parole commissioner 
who as a board member completed the program. 

SE C.  508.043.  GI F TS A N D GR A N TS 
The board may apply for and accept gifts or grants from any pub-
lic or private source for use in any lawful purpose of the board. 

SE C.  508.044.  POW E R S A N D DU T I E S  O F BOA R D 
A board member shall give full time to the duties of the member’s 
office, including duties imposed on the board by the Texas Con-
stitution and other law. 
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SE C.  508.0441.  RE L E A S E & REVO C AT I O N 
DU T I E S  

(a) Board members and parole commissioners shall determine: 
(1) which inmates are to be released on parole or mandatory 
supervision; 
(2) conditions of parole or mandatory supervision, including 
special conditions; 
(3) the modification and withdrawal of conditions of parole 
or mandatory supervision; 
(4) which releasees may be released from supervision and re-
porting; and 
(5) the continuation, modification, and revocation of parole 
or mandatory supervision. 

(b) The board shall develop and implement a policy that clearly de-
fines circumstances under which a board member or parole commis-
sioner should disqualify himself or herself from voting on: 

(1) a parole decision; or 
(2) a decision to revoke parole or mandatory supervision. 

(c) The policy board may adopt reasonable rules as proper or nec-
essary relating to: 

(1) the eligibility of an inmate for release on parole or release 
to mandatory supervision; 
(2) the conduct of a parole or mandatory supervision hearing; 
or 
(3) conditions to be imposed on a releasee. 

(d) The presiding officer may provide a written plan for the ad-
ministrative review of actions taken by a parole panel by a review 
panel. 
(e) Board members and parole commissioners shall, at the direc-
tion of the presiding officer, file activity reports on duties per-
formed under this chapter. 

SE C.  508.045.  PA RO L E PA N E L S 
(a) Except as provided by Section 508.046, board members and 
parole commissioners shall act in panels composed of three in 
matters of: 

(1) release on parole; 
(2) release to mandatory supervision; and 
(3) revocation of parole or mandatory supervision. 

(b) The presiding officer shall designate the composition of each 
panel and shall designate panels composed of at least one board 
member and any combination of board members and parole 
commissioners. 
(c) A parole panel may: 

(1) grant, deny, or revoke parole; 
(2) revoke mandatory supervision; and 
(3) conduct parole revocation hearings and mandatory super-
vision revocation hearings.  

SE C.  508.046.  EX T R AO R D I N A RY VOT E 
RE QU I R E D 

To release on parole an inmate who was convicted of an offense 
under Section 20A.03, 21.02, 21.11(a)(1), or 22.021, Penal 
Code, or who is required under Section 508.145(c) to serve 35 
calendar years before becoming eligible for release on parole, all 
members of the board must vote on the release on parole of the 
inmate, and at least two-thirds of the members must vote in favor 
of the release on parole. A member of the board may not vote on 
the release unless the member first receives a copy of a written re-
port from the department on the probability that the inmate 
would commit an offense after being released on parole. 

SE C.  508.047.  ME E T I N G S 
(a) The members of the board shall meet at least once in each 

quarter of the calendar year at a site determined by the presiding 
officer. 
(b) The members of the board are not required to meet as a body 
to perform the members’ duties in clemency matters. 
(c) A majority of each parole panel constitutes a quorum for the 
transaction of the panel’s business. A panel’s decision must be by 
majority vote. 
(d) The members of a parole panel are not required to meet as a 
body to perform the members’ duties, except to conduct a hear-
ing under Section 508.281. 

SE C.  508.048.  SU B P O E N A S 
(a) A parole panel may issue a subpoena requiring the attendance 
of a witness or the production of any record, book, paper, or doc-
ument the panel considers necessary for investigation of the case 
of a person before the panel. 
(b) A member of the board may sign a subpoena and administer 
an oath. 
(c) A peace officer, parole officer, or community supervision and 
corrections department officer may serve the subpoena in the 
same manner as similar process in a court of record having origi-
nal jurisdiction of criminal actions is served. 
(d) A person who testifies falsely, fails to appear when subpoe-
naed, or fails or refuses to produce material under the subpoena 
is subject to the same orders and penalties to which a person tak-
ing those actions before a court is subject. 
(e) On application of the board, a court of record having original 
jurisdiction of criminal actions may compel the attendance of a 
witness, the production of material, or the giving of testimony 
before the board, by an attachment for contempt or in the same 
manner as the court may otherwise compel the production of ev-
idence. 

SE C.  508.0481.  VI C T I M’S  RI G H T TO 
RE P R E S E N TAT I O N 

(a) If a victim, close relative of a deceased victim, or guardian of 
a victim is required by a subpoena issued under Section 508.048 
to appear at a hearing, the victim, relative, or guardian is entitled 
to representation by counsel at the hearing.  
(b) This section does not require the state to provide representa-
tion by counsel to a victim, close relative of a deceased victim, or 
guardian of a victim.  
(c) In this section, “victim,” “close relative of a deceased victim,” 
and “guardian of a victim” have the meanings assigned by Section 
508.117.  

SE C.  508.049.  MI S S I O N STAT E M E N T 
(a) The board, after consultation with the governor and the Texas 
Board of Criminal Justice, shall adopt a mission statement that 
reflects the responsibilities for the operation of the parole process 
that are assigned to the board, the division, the department, or 
the Texas Board of Criminal Justice. 
(b) The board shall include in the mission statement a descrip-
tion of specific locations at which the board intends to conduct 
business related to the operation of the parole process. 

SE C.  508.050.  RE P O RT TO GOV E R N O R 
(a) On request of the governor, the board shall investigate a per-
son being considered by the governor for: 

(1) pardon; 
(2) commutation of sentence; 
(3) reprieve; 
(4) remission of fine; or 
(5) forfeiture. 
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(b) The board shall report to the governor on its investigation and 
make recommendations about the person to the governor. 

SE C.  508.051.  SU N S E T PROV I S I O N 
The Board of Pardons and Paroles is subject to review under 
Chapter 325 (Texas Sunset Act), but is not abolished under that 
chapter. The board shall be reviewed during the period in which 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice is reviewed. 

SE C.  508.052.  CO M P U T E R S;  OF F I C E SPAC E;  
OT H E R EQU I P M E N T 

(a) The department by interagency contract may provide to the 
board necessary computer equipment and computer access to all 
computerized records and physical access to all printed records in 
the custody of the department that are related to the duties and 
functions of the board. 
(b) The department by interagency contract may provide to the 
board necessary and appropriate: 

(1) office space at locations designated by the presiding officer 
of the board; and 
(2) utilities and communications equipment.  

SE C.  508.053.  US E O F TE C H N O LO G Y 
The board shall implement a policy requiring the board to use 
appropriate technological solutions to improve the board’s ability 
to perform its functions. The policy must ensure that the public 
is able to interact with the board on the Internet. 

SE C.  508.054.  RE CO R D S O F CO M P L A I N TS 
(a) The board shall maintain a system to promptly and efficiently 
act on complaints filed with the board. The board shall maintain 
information about parties to the complaint, the subject matter of 
the complaint, a summary of the results of the review or investi-
gation of the complaint, and its disposition. 
(b) The board shall make information available describing its 
procedures for complaint investigation and resolution. 
(c) The board shall periodically notify the complaint parties of 
the status of the complaint until final disposition. 
(d) This section does not apply to a complaint about an individ-
ual parole determination or clemency recommendation. 

SE C.  508.055.  NE G OT I AT E D RU L E M A K I N G A N D 
ALT E R N AT I V E DI S P U T E RE S O LU T I O N 

(a) The board shall develop and implement a policy to encourage 
the use of: 

(1) negotiated rulemaking procedures under Chapter 2008 
for the adoption of board rules; and 
(2) appropriate alternative dispute resolution procedures 
under Chapter 2009 to assist in the resolution of internal dis-
putes under the board’s jurisdiction. 

(b) The board’s procedures relating to alternative dispute resolu-
tion must conform, to the extent possible, to any model guidelines 
issued by the State Office of Administrative Hearings for the use 
of alternative dispute resolution by state agencies. 
(c) The board shall designate a trained person to: 

(1) coordinate the implementation of the policy adopted 
under Subsection (a); 
(2) serve as a resource for any training needed to implement 
the procedures for negotiated rulemaking or alternative dis-
pute resolution; and 
(3) collect data concerning the effectiveness of those proce-
dures, as implemented by the board. 

Subchapter C. Representation of Inmates 

SE C.  508.081.  DE F I N I T I O N S 
In this subchapter: 
(1) “Compensation” has the meaning assigned by Section 
305.002. 
(2) “Inmate” includes: 

(A) an administrative releasee; 
(B) an inmate imprisoned in the institutional division; and 
(C) a person confined in a county jail awaiting: 

(i) transfer to the institutional division; or 
(ii) a revocation hearing. 

(3) “Represent” means to directly or indirectly contact in person 
or by telephone, facsimile transmission, or correspondence a 
member or employee of the board or an employee of the depart-
ment on behalf of an inmate.  

SE C.  508.082.  RU L E S 
The board shall adopt rules relating to: 
(1) the submission and presentation of information and argu-
ments to the board, a parole panel, and the department for and 
in behalf of an inmate; and 
(2) the time, place, and manner of contact between a person rep-
resenting an inmate and: 

(A) a member of the board or a parole commissioner; 
(B) an employee of the board; or 
(C) an employee of the department.  

SE C.  508.083.  EL I G I B I L I T Y TO RE P R E S E N T 
IN M AT E S 

(a) A person who represents an inmate for compensation must: 
(1) be an attorney licensed in this state; and 
(2) register with the division. 

(b) A person serving as a member or employee of the board or the 
Texas Board of Criminal Justice may not, before the second an-
niversary of the date the person ceases to be a board member or 
employee: 

(1) represent any person in a matter before the board or a pa-
role panel; or 
(2) receive compensation for services rendered on behalf of 
any person regarding a matter pending before the board or a 
parole panel. 

(c) A person, other than a person subject to Subsection (b), who is 
employed by the department may not, before the second anniversary 
of the date the person terminates service with the department: 

(1) represent an inmate in a matter before the board or a pa-
role panel; or 
(2) receive compensation for services rendered on behalf of 
any person regarding a matter pending before the board or a 
parole panel. 

SE C.  508.084.  FE E AF F I D AV I T 
(a) A person required to register under Section 508.083, before 
the person first contacts a member of the board, an employee of 
the board, or an employee of the department on behalf of an in-
mate, shall file a fee affidavit with the department in a form pre-
scribed by the department for each inmate the person represents 
for compensation. 
(b) The fee affidavit must be written and verified and contain a 
statement of: 

(1) the registrant’s full name and address; 
(2) the registrant’s normal business, business phone number, 
and business address; 
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(3) the full name of any former member or employee of the 
board or the Texas Board of Criminal Justice or any former 
employee of the department with whom the registrant: 

(A) is associated; 
(B) has a relationship as an employer or employee; or 
(C) maintains a contractual relationship to provide services; 

(4) the full name and institutional identification number of 
the inmate the registrant represents; 
(5) the amount of compensation the registrant has received or 
expects to receive in exchange for the representation; and 
(6) the name of the person providing the compensation. 

(c) If a registrant receives compensation in excess of the amount 
reported on the fee affidavit, the registrant shall file with the de-
partment, not later than the fifth day after the date the registrant 
receives compensation in excess of the reported amount, a sup-
plemental fee affidavit in a form prescribed by the department in-
dicating the total amount of compensation received for 
representing the inmate. 
(d) For each fee affidavit and supplemental fee affidavit received, 
the department shall: 

(1) keep a copy of the affidavit in a central location; and 
(2) not later than the third day after the date the affidavit is 
filed, place a copy of the affidavit in the inmate’s file that is re-
viewed by a parole panel or the board.  

SE C.  508.085.  RE P R E S E N TAT I O N SU M M A RY 
FO R M 

(a) A person required to register under Section 508.083 shall, for 
each calendar year in which the person represents an inmate, file 
a representation summary form with the division on a form pre-
scribed by the division. 
(b) The form must be filed not later than January 31 of the year 
succeeding the year for which the report is filed and must include 
a statement of: 

(1) the registrant’s full name and address; 
(2) the registrant’s normal business, business phone number, 
and business address; 
(3) the full name of any former member or employee of the 
board or the Texas Board of Criminal Justice or any former 
employee of the department with whom the registrant: 

(A) is associated; 
(B) has a relationship as an employer or employee; or 
(C) maintains a contractual relationship to provide services; 

(4) the full name and institutional identification number of 
each inmate the registrant represented in the previous calen-
dar year; and 
(5) the amount of compensation the registrant has received 
for representing each inmate in the previous calendar year. 

(c) A person who files a form under this section and for whom the 
information required for the form has changed shall, not later than 
the 10th day after the date the information changes, file a supple-
mental statement with the division indicating the change. 

SE C.  508.086.  CR I M I N A L PE N A LT I E S  
(a) A former member or employee of the board or the Texas 
Board of Criminal Justice or a former employee of the depart-
ment commits an offense if the former member or employee vi-
olates Section 508.083(b), (c), or (d). 
(b) A person who represents an inmate for compensation commits 
an offense if the person is not an attorney licensed in this state. 
(c) A person who is required to file an affidavit under Section 
508.084(a) or (c) or a form or statement under Section 508.085 
commits an offense if the person fails to file the affidavit, form, 
or statement. 

(d) An offense under Subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor. An 
offense under Subsection (b) or (c) is a Class C misdemeanor. 

Subchapter D. Pardons and Paroles Division 

SE C.  508.111.  DI R E C TO R 
(a) The executive director shall hire the director of the division. 
(b) The director is responsible for the administration of the divi-
sion. 

SE C.  508.112.  DU T Y O F DI V I S I O N 
The division is responsible for the investigation and supervision 
of all releasees. 

SE C.  508.113.  PA RO L E OF F I C E R S,  
SU PE RV I S O R S:  QUA L I F I C AT I O N S 

(a) This subsection and Subsection (b) apply only to a person em-
ployed as a parole officer or supervisor on or before September 1, 
1990. A person may not be employed as a parole officer or super-
visor, or be responsible for investigating or supervising a releasee, 
unless the person has: 

(1) four years of successfully completed education in an ac-
credited college or university; 
(2) two years of full-time paid employment in responsible cor-
rectional work with adults or juveniles or in a related field; 
and 
(3) any other qualifications that may be specified by the direc-
tor. 

(b) Additional experience in a category described by Subsection 
(a)(2) may be substituted year for year for the required college ed-
ucation, with a maximum substitution of two years. 
(c) The director shall establish qualifications for parole officers 
and supervisors that are the same as qualifications for community 
supervision and corrections department officers imposed by Sec-
tion 76.005. A person may not begin employment as a parole of-
ficer or supervisor after September 1, 1990, unless the person 
meets the qualifications established by the director. 
(d) A person who is serving as a peace officer or as a prosecuting 
attorney may not act as a parole officer or be responsible for su-
pervising a releasee. 

SE C.  508.1131.  SA L A RY CA R E E R LA D D E R F O R 
PA RO L E OF F I C E R S 

(a) The executive director shall adopt a salary career ladder for pa-
role officers. The salary career ladder must base a parole officer’s 
salary on the officer’s classification and years of service with the 
department. 
(b) For purposes of the salary schedule, the department shall clas-
sify all parole officer positions as Parole Officer I, Parole Officer II, 
Parole Officer III, Parole Officer IV, or Parole Officer V. 
(c) Under the salary career ladder adopted under Subsection (a), a 
parole officer to whom the schedule applies and who received an 
overall evaluation of at least satisfactory in the officer’s most recent 
annual evaluation is entitled to an annual salary increase, during 
each of the officer’s first 10 years of service in a designated parole 
officer classification as described by Subsection (b), equal to one-
tenth of the difference between: 

(1) the officer’s current annual salary; and 
(2) the minimum annual salary of a parole officer in the next 
highest classification. 

SE C.  508.114.  PA RO L E OF F I C E R S,  
SU PE RV I S O R S:  AD D I T I O N A L DU T I E S  

(a) The judge of a court having original jurisdiction of criminal 
actions may, with the approval of the director, designate a parole 
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officer or supervisor as a community supervision and corrections 
department officer. The director must give prior written approval 
for the payment of a proportional part of the salary paid to the 
parole officer or supervisor in compensation for service as a com-
munity supervision and corrections department officer. The di-
rector shall periodically report to the governor and the legislature 
the proportional salary payments. 
(b) A parole officer or supervisor, on request of the governor or 
on order of the director, shall be responsible for supervising an in-
mate placed on conditional pardon or granted an emergency ab-
sence under escort. 

SE C.  508.1141.  SPE C I A L I Z E D TR A I N I N G:  GA N G 
ME M B E R S 

The department shall develop and provide specialized training 
for parole officers supervising releasees previously identified by 
the department as being members of prison gangs, criminal street 
gangs, or security threat groups. 

SE C.  508.1142.  PA RO L E OF F I C E R MA X I M U M 
CA S E LOA D S 

(a) The department shall adopt a policy that establishes guide-
lines for a maximum caseload for each parole officer of: 

(1) 60 active releasees, if the releasees are not in a specialized 
program described by Subdivisions (2)-(6); 
(2) 35 active releasees, if the releasees are in the special needs 
offender program; 
(3) 35 active releasees, if the releasees are in the therapeutic 
community substance abuse aftercare treatment program; 
(4) 24 active releasees, if the releasees are in the sex offender 
program; 
(5) 20 active releasees, if the releasees are electronically moni-
tored; and 
(6) 11 active releasees, if the releasees are in the super-inten-
sive supervision program. 

(b) If the department is unable to meet the maximum caseload 
guidelines, the department shall submit a report to the Legislative 
Budget Board, at the end of each fiscal year in which the depart-
ment fails to meet the guidelines, stating the amount of money 
needed by the department to meet the guidelines. 

SE C.  508.115.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F RE L E A S E O F 
IN M AT E 

(a) Not later than the 11th day before the date a parole panel or-
ders the release on parole of an inmate or not later than the 11th 
day after the date the board recommends that the governor grant 
executive clemency, the division shall notify the sheriffs, each 
chief of police, the prosecuting attorneys, and the district judges 
in the county in which the inmate was convicted and the county 
to which the inmate is released that a parole panel is considering 
release on parole or the governor is considering clemency. 
(b) In a case in which there was a change of venue, the division 
shall notify the sheriff, the prosecuting attorney, and the district 
judge in the county in which the prosecution was originated if, not 
later than the 30th day after the date the inmate was sentenced, 
those officials request in writing that the division give the officials 
notice under this section of a release of the inmate. 
(c) Not later than the 10th day after the date a parole panel orders 
the transfer of an inmate to a halfway house under this chapter, the 
division shall give notice in accordance with Subsection (d) to: 

(1) the sheriff of the county in which the inmate was con-
victed; 
(2) the sheriff of the county in which the halfway house is lo-
cated and each chief of police in the county; and 

(3) the attorney who represents the state in the prosecution of 
felonies in the county in which the halfway house is located. 

(d) The notice must state: 
(1) the inmate’s name; 
(2) the county in which the inmate was convicted; and 
(3) the offense for which the inmate was convicted.  

(e) The notice must be provided by e-mail or other electronic 
communication. 

SE C.  508.116.  PA RO L E IN F O R M AT I O N PRO G R A M 
(a) The division shall develop and implement a comprehensive 
program to inform inmates, the inmates’ families, and other in-
terested parties about the parole process. 
(b) The division shall update the program annually. 

SE C.  508.117.  VI C T I M NOT I F I C AT I O N 
(a) Before a parole panel considers for release on parole an inmate 
who is serving a sentence for an offense in which a person was a 
victim, the division, using the name and address provided on the 
victim impact statement, shall make a reasonable effort to notify: 

(1) the victim; 
(2) if the victim has a guardian, the guardian; or 
(3) if the victim is deceased, a close relative of the deceased 
victim. 

(b) A victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim who would have been entitled to notification of parole con-
sideration by the division but failed to provide a victim impact 
statement containing the person’s name and address may file with 
the division a written request for notification. After receiving the 
written request, the division shall grant to the person all privileges, 
including notification under this section, to which the person 
would have been entitled had the person submitted a completed 
victim impact statement. 
(c) If the notice is sent to a guardian or close relative of a deceased 
victim, the notice must contain a request by the division that the 
guardian or relative inform other persons having an interest in 
the matter that the inmate is being considered for release on pa-
role. 
(d) The failure of the division to comply with notice require-
ments of this section is not a ground for revocation of parole. 
(e) Before an inmate is released from the institutional division on 
parole or to mandatory supervision, the pardons and paroles di-
vision shall give notice of the release to a person entitled to noti-
fication of parole consideration for the inmate under Subsection 
(a) or (b). 
(f ) Except as necessary to comply with this section, the board or 
the department may not disclose to any person the name or ad-
dress of a person entitled to notice under this section unless: 

(1) the person approves the disclosure; or 
(2) a court determines that there is good cause for disclosure 
and orders the board or the department to disclose the infor-
mation. 

(g) In this section: 
(1) “Close relative of a deceased victim” means a person who 
was: 

(A) the spouse of the victim at the time of the victim’s 
death; 
(B) a parent of the deceased victim; 
(C) an adult brother, sister, or child of the deceased victim; 
or 
(D) the nearest relative of the deceased victim by consan-
guinity, if the persons described by Paragraphs (A) through 
(C) are deceased or are incapacitated due to physical or 
mental illness or infirmity. 
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(2) “Guardian of a victim” means a person who is the legal 
guardian of a victim, whether or not the legal relationship be-
tween the guardian and the victim exists because of the age of 
the victim or the physical or mental incompetency of the vic-
tim. 
(2-a) “Sexual assault” includes an offense under Section 
21.02, Penal Code. 
(3) “Victim” means a person who: 

(A) is a victim of sexual assault, kidnapping, aggravated 
robbery, or felony stalking; or 
(B) has suffered bodily injury or death as the result of the 
criminal conduct of another.  

SE C.  508.118.  HA L F WAY HO U S E S 
(a) The division, in conjunction with the institutional division, 
shall use halfway houses to divert from housing in regular units 
of the institutional division suitable low-risk inmates and other 
inmates who would benefit from a smoother transition from in-
carceration to supervised release. 
(b) Before transferring an inmate to a halfway house, the division 
shall send to the director of the halfway house all information re-
lating to the inmate that the division determines will aid the 
halfway house in helping the inmate make a transition from the 
institutional division to supervised release. 
(c) The division is responsible for supervising an inmate: 

(1) for whom a presumptive parole date has been established; 
and 
(2) who is transferred into a preparole residence in a halfway 
house under Subchapter A, Chapter 499.  

SE C.  508.119.  CO M M U N I T Y RE S I D E N T I A L 
FAC I L I T I E S  

(a) The purpose of a community residential facility is to provide 
housing, supervision, counseling, personal, social, and work ad-
justment training, and other programs to: 

(1) releasees who are required by a parole panel as a condition 
of release on parole or to mandatory supervision to serve a pe-
riod in a community residential facility; and 
(2) releasees whose parole or mandatory supervision has been 
continued or modified under Section 508.283 and on whom 
sanctions have been imposed under that section. 

(b) The division may establish and operate, or contract for the 
operation of, community residential facilities. 
(c) The division may contract with a public or private vendor for 
the financing, construction, operation, or management of a com-
munity residential facility using a lease-purchase or installment 
sale contract to provide or supplement housing, board, or super-
vision for releasees placed in a community residential facility. A re-
leasee housed or supervised in a facility operated by a vendor 
under a contract is subject to the same laws as if the housing or su-
pervision were provided directly by the division. 
(d) Unless the division or a vendor proposing to operate a com-
munity residential facility provides notice of a following pro-
posed action and a hearing on the issues in the same manner as 
required under Section 509.010, the division may not: 

(1) establish or contract for a community residential facility; 
(2) change the use of a community residential facility; 
(3) significantly increase the capacity of a community residen-
tial facility; or 
(4) increase the capacity of a community residential facility to 
more than 500 residents, regardless of whether the increase is 
significant. 

(e) Subsection (d) applies to any residential facility that the divi-
sion establishes or contracts for under: 

(1) this chapter; 
(2) Subchapter C, Chapter 497; or 
(3) Subchapter A, Chapter 499. 

(f ) The Texas Board of Criminal Justice shall adopt rules neces-
sary for the management of a community residential facility. 
(g) The division may charge to a releasee housed in a community 
residential facility a reasonable fee for the cost of housing, board, 
and the part of the administrative costs of the facility that is prop-
erly allocable to the releasee. The fee may not exceed the actual 
costs to the division for services to that releasee. The division may 
not deny placement in a community residential facility to a re-
leasee because the releasee is unable to pay the fee. 
(h) A parole panel or a designated agent of the division may grant 
a limited release to a releasee placed in a community residential 
facility to maintain or seek employment or participation in an ed-
ucation or training course or to seek housing after release from 
the facility. 
(i) The notice required by Subsection (d) must clearly state that 
the proposed action concerns a facility in which persons who 
have been released from prison on parole or to mandatory super-
vision are to be housed. 

Subchapter E. Parole and Mandatory 
Supervision; Release Procedures 

SE C.  508.141.  AU T H O R I T Y TO CO N S I D E R A N D 
OR D E R RE L E A S E O N PA RO L E 

(a) A parole panel may consider for release and release on parole 
an inmate who: 

(1) has been sentenced to a term of imprisonment in the in-
stitutional division; 
(2) is confined in a penal or correctional institution, including 
a jail in this state, a federal correctional institution, or a jail or 
a correctional institution in another state; and 
(3) is eligible for release on parole. 

(b) A parole is issued only on the order of a parole panel. 
(c) Before releasing an inmate on parole, a parole panel may have 
the inmate appear before the panel and interview the inmate. 
(d) A parole panel may release an inmate on parole during the pa-
role month established for the inmate if the panel determines that 
the inmate’s release will not increase the likelihood of harm to the 
public. 
(e) A parole panel may release an inmate on parole only when: 

(1) arrangements have been made for the inmate’s employ-
ment or for the inmate’s maintenance and care, which may in-
clude the issuance of payment for the cost of temporary 
post-release housing under Section 508.157; and 
(2) the parole panel believes that the inmate is able and willing 
to fulfill the obligations of a law-abiding citizen. 

(f ) A parole panel may order a parole only for the best interest of 
society and not as an award of clemency. 
(g) The board shall adopt a policy establishing the date on which 
the board may reconsider for release an inmate who has previ-
ously been denied release. The policy must require the board to 
reconsider for release: 

(1) an inmate serving a sentence for an offense listed in Sec-
tion 508.149(a) or for an offense punishable as a felony of the 
second or third degree under Section 22.04, Penal Code, dur-
ing a month designated under Subsection (g-1) by the parole 
panel that denied release; and 
(2) an inmate other than an inmate described by Subdivision 
(1) as soon as practicable after the first anniversary of the date 
of the denial. 
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(g-1) The month designated under Subsection (g)(1) by the pa-
role panel that denied release must begin after the first anniver-
sary of the date of the denial and end before the fifth anniversary 
of the date of the denial, unless the inmate is serving a sentence 
for an offense under Section 22.021, Penal Code, or a life sen-
tence for a capital felony, in which event the designated month 
must begin after the first anniversary of the date of the denial and 
end before the 10th anniversary of the date of the denial.  

SE C.  508.1411.  NOT I F I C AT I O N O F PA RO L E 
PA N E L DE C I S I O N 

(a) For each decision of a parole panel granting or denying the re-
lease of an inmate on parole, or denying the release of an inmate 
on mandatory supervision, the parole panel shall: 

(1) produce a written statement, in clear and understandable 
language, that explains: 

(A) the decision; and 
(B) the reasons for the decision only to the extent those 
reasons relate specifically to the inmate; 

(2) provide a copy of the statement to the inmate; and 
(3) place a copy of the statement in the inmate’s file. 

(b) In a written statement produced under Subsection (a), the pa-
role panel may withhold information that: 

(1) is confidential and not subject to public disclosure under 
Chapter 552; or 
(2) the parole panel considers to possibly jeopardize the health 
or safety of any individual. 

(c) The board shall keep a copy of each statement produced 
under Subsection (a) in a central location. 

SE C.  508.142.  PE R I O D O F PA RO L E 
(a) The institutional division shall provide the board with sen-
tence time credit information for each inmate who is eligible for 
release on parole. 
(b) Good conduct time credit is computed for an inmate as if the 
inmate were confined in the institutional division during the en-
tire time the inmate was actually confined. 
(c) The period of parole is computed by subtracting from the 
term for which the inmate was sentenced the calendar time 
served on the sentence. 

SE C.  508.143.  LE G A L CU S TO D Y O F RE L E A S E E 
(a) A releasee while on parole is in the legal custody of the divi-
sion. 
(b) A releasee while on mandatory supervision is in the legal cus-
tody of the state. 

SE C.  508.144.  PA RO L E GU I D E L I N E S A N D RA N G E 
O F RE CO M M E N D E D PA RO L E AP P ROVA L RAT E S 

(a) The board shall: 
(1) develop according to an acceptable research method the 
parole guidelines that are the basic criteria on which a parole 
decision is made; 
(2) base the guidelines on the seriousness of the offense and 
the likelihood of a favorable parole outcome; 
(3) ensure that the guidelines require consideration of an in-
mate’s progress in any programs in which the inmate partici-
pated during the inmate’s term of confinement; 
(4) establish and maintain a range of recommended parole ap-
proval rates for each category or score within the guidelines; 
and 
(5) implement the guidelines. 

(b) The board shall meet annually to review and discuss the pa-
role guidelines and range of recommended parole approval rates. 

The board may consult outside experts to assist with the review. 
The board shall prioritize the use of outside experts, technical as-
sistance, and training in taking any action under Subsection (c). 
The board must consider: 

(1) how the parole guidelines and range of recommended pa-
role approval rates serve the needs of parole decision-making; 
and 
(2) the extent to which the parole guidelines and range of rec-
ommended parole approval rates reflect parole panel decisions 
and predict successful parole outcomes. 

(c) Based on the board’s review under Subsection (b), the board may: 
(1) update the guidelines by: 

(A) including new risk factors; or 
(B) changing the values of offense severity or risk factor 
scores; or 

(2) modify the range of recommended parole approval rates 
under the guidelines, if parole approval rates differ signifi-
cantly from the range of recommended parole approval rates. 

(d) The board is not required to hold an open meeting to review 
the parole guidelines and range of recommended parole approval 
rates as required by Subsection (b), but any modifications or up-
dates to the guidelines or range of recommended parole approval 
rates made by the board under Subsection (c)  must occur in an 
open meeting. 

SE C.  508.1445.  AN N UA L RE P O RT O N 
GU I D E L I N E S RE QU I R E D 

(a) The board annually shall submit a report to the Criminal Jus-
tice Legislative Oversight Committee, the lieutenant governor, 
the speaker of the house of representatives, and the presiding of-
ficers of the standing committees in the senate and house of rep-
resentatives primarily responsible for criminal justice regarding 
the board’s application of the parole guidelines adopted under 
Section 508.144. 
(b) The report must include: 

(1) a brief explanation of the parole guidelines, including how 
the board: 

(A) defines the risk factors and offense severity levels; and 
(B) determines the range of recommended parole approval 
rates for each guideline score; 

(2) a comparison of the range of recommended parole ap-
proval rates under the parole guidelines to the actual approval 
rates for individual parole panel members, regional offices, 
and the state as a whole; and 
(3) a description of instances in which the actual parole ap-
proval rates do not meet the range of recommended parole ap-
proval rates under the parole guidelines, an explanation of the 
variations, and a list of actions that the board has taken or will 
take to meet the guidelines. 

SE C.  508.145.  EL I G I B I L I T Y F O R RE L E A S E O N 
PA RO L E;  CO M P U TAT I O N O F PA RO L E EL I G I B I L I T Y 

DAT E 
(a) An inmate is not eligible for release on parole if the inmate is 
under sentence of death, serving a sentence of life imprisonment 
without parole, or serving a sentence for any of the following of-
fenses under the Penal Code: 

(1) Section 20A.03, if the offense is based partly or wholly on 
conduct constituting an offense under Section 20A.02(a)(5), 
(6), (7), or (8); 
(2) Section 21.02; or 
(3) Section 22.021, if the offense is punishable under Subsec-
tion (f ) of that section. 
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(b) An inmate serving a life sentence under Section 12.31(a)(1), 
Penal Code, for a capital felony is not eligible for release on parole 
until the actual calendar time the inmate has served, without con-
sideration of good conduct time, equals 40 calendar years. 
(c) An inmate serving a sentence under Section 12.42(c)(2), 
Penal Code, is not eligible for release on parole until the actual 
calendar time the inmate has served, without consideration of 
good conduct time, equals 35 calendar years. 
(c-1)(1) Except as provided by Subdivision (2), an inmate serving 
a sentence for an offense under Section 20A.02(a)(5), (6), (7), or 
(8), Penal Code, is not eligible for release on parole. 

(2) An inmate serving a sentence for an offense described by 
Subdivision (1) for which the judgment in the case contains 
an affirmative finding under Article 42.01991, Code of Crim-
inal Procedure, is not eligible for release on parole until the in-
mate’s actual calendar time served, without consideration of 
good conduct time, equals one-half of the sentence or 30 cal-
endar years, whichever is less, but in no event is the inmate el-
igible for release on parole in less than two calendar years. 

(d)(1) This subsection applies only to an inmate who is serving a 
sentence for: 

(A) an offense described by Article 42A.054(a), Code of 
Criminal Procedure, other than an offense under Section 
19.03, Penal Code, or an offense under Chapter 20A, Penal 
Code, that is described by Subsection (a)(1) or (c-1)(1); 
(B) an offense for which the judgment contains an affirma-
tive finding under Article 42A.054(c) or (d), Code of Crim-
inal Procedure; or 
(C) an offense under Section 71.02 or 71.023, Penal Code. 

(2) An inmate described by Subdivision (1) is not eligible for re-
lease on parole until the inmate's actual calendar time served, 
without consideration of good conduct time, equals one-half of 
the sentence or 30 calendar years, whichever is less, but in no 
event is the inmate eligible for release on parole in less than two 
calendar years. 
(3) Notwithstanding Subdivision (2), an inmate who is serving 
a sentence for an offense under Section 22.021, Penal Code, is 
not eligible for release on parole if the inmate is serving a sen-
tence for an offense for which punishment was enhanced under 
Section 12.42(c)(4), Penal Code. 

(d-1) Notwithstanding Subsection (d), for every 12 months that 
elapse between the date an arrest warrant is issued for the inmate 
following an indictment for the offense and the date the inmate 
is arrested for the offense, the earliest date on which an inmate is 
eligible for parole is delayed by three years from the date other-
wise provided by Subsection (d), if the inmate is serving a sen-
tence for an offense under Section 19.02, 22.011, or 22.021, 
Penal Code. 
(e) An inmate serving a sentence for which the punishment is in-
creased under Section 481.134, Health and Safety Code, is not 
eligible for release on parole until the inmate’s actual calendar 
time served, without consideration of good conduct time, equals 
five years or the term to which the inmate was sentenced, 
whichever is less. 
(f ) Except as provided by Section 508.146, any other inmate is 
eligible for release on parole when the inmate’s actual calendar 
time served plus good conduct time equals one-fourth of the sen-
tence imposed or 15 years, whichever is less. 

SE C.  508.1455.  EA R LY RE L E A S E O N PA RO L E 
F O R CE RTA I N IN M AT E S RE QU I R E D TO 

PA RT I C I PAT E I N ED U C AT I O N A L A N D VO C AT I O N A L 
TR A I N I N G PI LOT PRO G R A M 

(a) This section applies only to an inmate: 

(1) who is serving a sentence for an offense under Chapter 
481, Health and Safety Code, that is punishable as a felony of 
the third degree; 
(2) who has not previously been convicted of a felony under 
Title 5, Penal Code, or under Chapter 43 or 71 of that code; 
and 
(3) whose eligibility for parole is computed under Section 
508.145(f ). 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a parole panel may release on 
parole an inmate described by Subsection (a) approximately 180 
days before the date the inmate would be eligible for release on 
parole under Section 508.145(f ). 
(c) A parole panel releasing an inmate on parole under this sec-
tion shall require as a condition of release on parole that the in-
mate participate in a program operated under Section 493.034, 
to begin immediately following the inmate’s release on parole. 
(d) For purpose of consideration by a parole panel for early re-
lease on parole under Subsection (b), the department shall annu-
ally identify not fewer than 100 inmates described by Subsection 
(a) who are suitable candidates for participation in a program op-
erated under Section 493.034. The board and the department 
shall jointly adopt rules for identifying inmates under this subsec-
tion. The rules must require the board or the department to no-
tify an inmate that the inmate is being considered for release on 
parole under this section. 
(e) The board shall adopt rules governing the release of an inmate 
on parole under this section. 
(f ) An inmate who is considered for but not granted release on 
parole under this section shall be considered for release on parole 
on the date that the inmate otherwise would have been consid-
ered for release on parole under this chapter. 

SE C.  508.146.  ME D I C A L LY RE CO M M E N D E D 
IN T E N S I V E SU PE RV I S I O N 

(a) An inmate other than an inmate who is serving a sentence of 
death or life without parole may be released on medically recom-
mended intensive supervision on a date designated by a parole 
panel described by Subsection (e), except that an inmate with an 
instant offense that is an offense described in Article 42A.054, 
Code of Criminal Procedure, or an inmate who has a reportable 
conviction or adjudication under Chapter 62, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, may only be considered if a medical condition of ter-
minal illness or long-term care has been diagnosed by a physician, 
if: 

(1) the Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with Medical 
or Mental Impairments, in cooperation with the Correctional 
Managed Health Care Committee, identifies the inmate as 
being: 

(A) a person who is elderly or terminally ill, a person with 
mental illness, an intellectual disability, or a physical dis-
ability, or a person who has a condition requiring long-
term care, if the inmate is an inmate with an instant 
offense that is described in Article 42A.054, Code of 
Criminal Procedure; or 
(B) in a persistent vegetative state or being a person with 
an organic brain syndrome with significant to total mobil-
ity impairment, if the inmate is an inmate who has a re-
portable conviction or adjudication under Chapter 62, 
Code of Criminal Procedure; 

(2) the parole panel determines that, based on the inmate’s 
condition and a medical evaluation, the inmate does not con-
stitute a threat to public safety; and 
(3) the Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with Medical 
or Mental Impairments, in cooperation with the pardons and 
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paroles division, has prepared for the inmate a medically rec-
ommended intensive supervision plan that requires the in-
mate to submit to electronic monitoring, places the inmate on 
super-intensive supervision, or otherwise ensures appropriate 
supervision of the inmate. 

(b) An inmate may be released on medically recommended inten-
sive supervision only if the inmate’s medically recommended in-
tensive supervision plan under Subsection (a)(3) is approved by 
the Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with Medical or 
Mental Impairments. 
(c) The parole panel shall require as a condition of release under 
Subsection (a) that the releasee remain under the care of a physi-
cian and in a medically suitable placement. At least once each cal-
endar quarter, the Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with 
Medical or Mental Impairments shall report to the parole panel 
on the releasee’s medical and placement status. On the basis of 
the report, the parole panel may modify conditions of release and 
impose any condition on the releasee that a panel could impose 
on a releasee released under Section 508.145, including a condi-
tion that the releasee reside in a halfway house or community res-
idential facility. 
(d) The Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with Medical or 
Mental Impairments and the Texas Department of Human Ser-
vices shall jointly request proposals from public or private vendors 
to provide under contract services for inmates released on med-
ically recommended intensive supervision. A request for proposals 
under this subsection may require that the services be provided in 
a medical care facility located in an urban area. For the purposes 
of this subsection, “urban area” means the area in this state within 
a metropolitan statistical area, according to the standards of the 
United States Bureau of the Census. 
(e) Only parole panels composed of the presiding officer of the 
board and two members appointed to the panel by the presiding 
officer may make determinations regarding the release of inmates 
on medically recommended intensive supervision under Subsec-
tion (a) or of inmates released pending deportation. If the Texas 
Council on Offenders with Mental Impairments identifies an in-
mate as a candidate for release under the guidelines established by 
Subsection (a)(1), the council shall present to a parole panel de-
scribed by this subsection relevant information concerning the 
inmate and the inmate’s potential for release under this section. 
(f ) An inmate who is not a citizen of the United States, as defined 
by federal law, who is not under a sentence of death or life without 
parole, and who does not have a reportable conviction or adjudi-
cation under Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure, or an in-
stant offense described in Article 42A.054, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, may be released to immigration authorities pending 
deportation on a date designated by a parole panel described by 
Subsection (e) if the parole panel determines that on release the in-
mate would be deported to another country and that the inmate 
does not constitute a threat to public safety in the other country 
or this country and is unlikely to reenter this country illegally. 

SE C.  508.147.  RE L E A S E TO MA N D ATO RY 
SU PE RV I S I O N 

(a) Except as provided by Section 508.149, a parole panel shall 
order the release of an inmate who is not on parole to mandatory 
supervision when the actual calendar time the inmate has served 
plus any accrued good conduct time equals the term to which the 
inmate was sentenced. 
(b) An inmate released to mandatory supervision is considered to 
be released on parole. 
(c) To the extent practicable, arrangements for the inmate’s 

proper employment, maintenance, and care must be made before 
the inmate’s release to mandatory supervision. 

SE C.  508.1471.  RE L E A S E TO MA N D ATO RY 
SU PE RV I S I O N O F CE RTA I N IN M AT E S CO N F I N E D 

I N CO U N T Y JA I L  
(a) This section applies only to an inmate who, at the time the in-
mate is sentenced to a term of imprisonment in the department, 
is: 

(1) confined in a county jail; and 
(2) eligible for immediate release to mandatory supervision. 

(b) Before an inmate is released from a county jail to mandatory 
supervision, the department shall provide notice to a victim, 
guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased victim that the 
inmate is eligible for release to mandatory supervision. The no-
tice must be sent to the address provided in the victim impact 
statement or submitted under Section 508.117(b) and must state 
that the victim, guardian, or close relative may submit, not later 
than the 14th day after the date of the notice, a written statement 
to the parole panel considering the inmate’s release regarding: 

(1) the offense; 
(2) the inmate; and 
(3) the effect of the offense on the victim, guardian, or close 
relative. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, the parole panel may inter-
view a victim, guardian of a victim, or close relative of a deceased 
victim regarding the release of the inmate to mandatory supervi-
sion. 
(d) In this section, “victim,” “guardian of a victim,” and “close 
relative of a deceased victim” have the meanings assigned by Sec-
tion 508.117. 

SE C.  508.148.  PE R I O D O F MA N D ATO RY 
SU PE RV I S I O N 

(a) The period of mandatory supervision is computed by sub-
tracting from the term for which the inmate was sentenced the 
calendar time served on the sentence. 
(b) The time served on mandatory supervision is computed as 
calendar time. 

SE C.  508.149.  IN M AT E S IN E L I G I B L E F O R 
MA N D ATO RY SU PE RV I S I O N 

(a) An inmate may not be released to mandatory supervision if 
the inmate is serving a sentence for or has been previously con-
victed of: 

(1) an offense for which the judgment contains an affirmative 
finding under Article 42A.054(c) or (d), Code of Criminal 
Procedure; 
(2) a first degree felony or a second degree felony under Sec-
tion 19.02, Penal Code; 
(3) a capital felony under Section 19.03, Penal Code; 
(4) a first degree felony or a second degree felony under Sec-
tion 20.04, Penal Code; 
(5) an offense under Section 21.11, Penal Code; 
(6) a felony under Section 22.011, Penal Code; 
(7) a first degree felony or a second degree felony under Sec-
tion 22.02, Penal Code; 
(8) a first degree felony under Section 22.021, Penal Code; 
(9) a first degree felony under Section 22.04, Penal Code; 
(10) a first degree felony under Section 28.02, Penal Code; 
(11) a second degree felony under Section 29.02, Penal Code; 
(12) a first degree felony under Section 29.03, Penal Code; 
(13) a first degree felony under Section 30.02, Penal Code; 
(14) a felony for which the punishment is increased under 
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Section 481.134 or [Section] 481.140, Health and Safety 
Code; 
(15) an offense under Section 43.25, Penal Code;  
(16) an offense under Section 21.02, Penal Code;  
(17) a first degree felony under Section 15.03, Penal Code; 
(18) an offense under Section 43.05, Penal Code; 
(19) an offense under Section 20A.02, Penal Code; or 
(20) an offense under Section 20A.03, Penal Code;  
(21) a first degree felony under Section 71.02 or 71.023, 
Penal Code; [or] 
(22) an offense under Section 481.1123, Health and Safety 
Code, punished under Subsection (d), (e), or (f ) of that sec-
tion; 
(23) a second degree felony under Section 22.01, Penal Code; 
or 
(24) an offense under Section 22.01, Penal Code, punished 
under Subsection (b)(2), (7), or (8) of that section. 

(b) An inmate may not be released to mandatory supervision if a 
parole panel determines that: 

(1) the inmate’s accrued good conduct time is not an accurate 
reflection of the inmate’s potential for rehabilitation; and 
(2) the inmate’s release would endanger the public. 

(c) A parole panel that makes a determination under Subsection 
(b) shall specify in writing the reasons for the determination. 
(d) A determination under Subsection (b) is not subject to ad-
ministrative or judicial review, except that the parole panel mak-
ing the determination shall reconsider the inmate for release to 
mandatory supervision at least twice during the two years after 
the date of the determination. 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2023 (HB 1577, §1). Section 2 of HB 
1577 provides: “The change in law made by this Act applies only to 
an offense committed on or after the effective date of this Act. An 
offense committed before the effective date of this Act is governed 
by the law in effect on the date the offense was committed, and the 
former law is continued in effect for that purpose.” 

SE C.  508.150.  CO N S E C U T I V E FE LO N Y 
SE N T E N C E S 

(a) If an inmate is sentenced to consecutive felony sentences 
under Article 42.08, Code of Criminal Procedure, a parole panel 
shall designate during each sentence the date, if any, the inmate 
would have been eligible for release on parole if the inmate had 
been sentenced to serve a single sentence. 
(b) For the purposes of Article 42.08, Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, the judgment and sentence of an inmate sentenced for a 
felony, other than the last sentence in a series of consecutive sen-
tences, cease to operate: 

(1) when the actual calendar time served by the inmate equals 
the sentence imposed by the court; or 
(2) on the date a parole panel designates as the date the inmate 
would have been eligible for release on parole if the inmate 
had been sentenced to serve a single sentence. 

(c) A parole panel may not: 
(1) consider consecutive sentences as a single sentence for pur-
poses of parole; or 
(2) release on parole an inmate sentenced to serve consecutive 
felony sentences before the date the inmate becomes eligible 
for release on parole from the last sentence imposed on the in-
mate. 

(d) A parole panel may not use calendar time served and good 
conduct time accrued by an inmate that are used by the panel in 
determining when a judgment and sentence cease to operate: 

(1) for the same purpose in determining that date in a subse-

quent sentence in the same series of consecutive sentences; or 
(2) for determining the date an inmate becomes eligible for re-
lease on parole from the last sentence in a series of consecutive 
sentences.  

SE C.  508.151.  PR E S U M P T I V E PA RO L E DAT E 
(a) For the purpose of diverting inmates to halfway houses under 
Section 508.118, a parole panel, after reviewing all available per-
tinent information, may designate a presumptive parole date for 
an inmate who: 

(1) has never been convicted of an offense listed under Article 
42A.054(a), Code of Criminal Procedure, or an offense under 
Section [20A.03 or] 21.02, Penal Code; and 
(2) has never had a conviction with a judgment that contains 
an affirmative finding under Article 42A.054(c) or (d), Code 
of Criminal Procedure. 

(b) The presumptive parole date may not be a date that is earlier 
than the inmate’s initial parole eligibility date computed under 
Section 508.145. 
(c) A parole panel may rescind or postpone a previously estab-
lished presumptive parole date on the basis of a report from an 
agent of the division responsible for supervision or an agent of 
the institutional division acting in the case. 
(d) If an inmate transferred to preparole status has satisfactorily 
served the inmate’s sentence in the halfway house to which the in-
mate is assigned from the date of transfer to the presumptive pa-
role date, without rescission or postponement of the date, the 
parole panel shall order the inmate’s release on parole and issue an 
appropriate certificate of release. The releasee is subject to the pro-
visions of this chapter governing release on parole. 

Amendment to (a)(1) to conform to the amendment of Article 
42A.054(a) by Ch. 1137 (HB 2758), Acts of the 86th Leg., R.S., 
2019, effective Sept. 1, 2023 (HB 4595, §10.007). 

SE C.  508.152.  IN D I V I D UA L TR E AT M E N T PL A N 
(a) Not later than the 120th day after the date an inmate is admit-
ted to the institutional division, the department shall obtain all 
pertinent information relating to the inmate, including: 

(1) the court judgment; 
(2) any sentencing report; 
(3) the circumstances of the inmate’s offense; 
(4) the inmate’s previous social history and criminal record; 
(5) the inmate’s physical and mental health record; 
(6) a record of the inmate’s conduct, employment history, and 
attitude in the institutional division; and 
(7) any written comments or information provided by local 
trial officials or victims of the offense. 

(b) The department shall: 
(1) establish for the inmate an individual treatment plan; and 
(2) submit the plan to the board at the time of the board’s 
consideration of the inmate’s case for release. 

(b-1) The department shall include in an inmate’s individual 
treatment plan: 

(1) a record of the inmate’s institutional progress that includes 
the inmate’s participation in any program, including an inten-
sive volunteer program as defined by the department; 
(2) the results of any assessment of the inmate, including any 
assessment made using the risk and needs assessment instru-
ment adopted under Section 501.0921 and any vocational, 
educational, or substance abuse assessment; 
(3) the dates on which the inmate must participate in any sub-
sequent assessment; and 
(4) all of the treatment and programming needs of the inmate, 
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prioritized based on the inmate’s assessed needs. 
(b-2) At least once in every 12-month period, the department 
shall review each inmate’s individual treatment plan to assess the 
inmate’s institutional progress and revise or update the plan as 
necessary. The department shall make reasonable efforts to pro-
vide an inmate the opportunity to complete any classes or pro-
grams included in the inmate’s individual treatment plan, other 
than classes or programs that are to be completed immediately 
before the inmate’s release on parole, in a timely manner so that 
the inmate’s release on parole is not delayed due to any uncom-
pleted classes or programs. 
(c) The board shall conduct an initial review of an eligible inmate 
not later than the 180th day after the date of the inmate’s admis-
sion to the institutional division. The board shall identify any 
classes or programs that the board intends to require the inmate to 
complete before releasing the inmate on parole. The department 
shall provide the inmate with a list of those classes or programs. 
(d) Before the inmate is approved for release on parole, the in-
mate must agree to participate in the programs and activities de-
scribed by the individual treatment plan. 
(e) The institutional division shall: 

(1) work closely with the board to monitor the progress of the 
inmate in the institutional division; and 
(2) report the progress to the board before the inmate’s release.  

(f ) An attorney representing the state in the prosecution of an in-
mate serving a sentence for an offense described by Section 
508.187(a) shall provide written comments to the department on 
the circumstances related to the commission of the offense and 
other information determined by the attorney to be relevant to 
any subsequent parole decisions regarding the inmate. 

SE C.  508.153.  STAT E M E N TS O F VI C T I M 
(a) A parole panel considering for release on parole or mandatory 
supervision an inmate who is serving a sentence for an offense in 
which a person was a victim shall allow: 

(1) the victim, a guardian of the victim, a close relative of the 
deceased victim, or a representative of the victim, the victim’s 
guardian, or the victim’s close relative to provide a written 
statement to the panel; and 
(2) the victim, guardian of the victim, or close relative of the 
deceased victim to appear in person before the board members 
to present a statement of the person’s views about: 

(A) the offense; 
(B) the inmate; and 
(C) the effect of the offense on the victim. 

(b) If more than one person is entitled to appear in person before 
the board members or parole commissioners, only the person cho-
sen by all persons entitled to appear as the persons’ sole representa-
tive may appear. 
(c) The panel shall consider the statements and the information 
provided in a victim impact statement in determining whether to 
recommend an inmate for release on parole. 
(d) This section does not limit the number of persons who may 
provide written statements for or against the release of the inmate 
on parole. 
(e) In this section: 

(1) “Close [, “close] relative of a deceased victim[,]” means a 
person who, regardless of whether the victim’s death was re-
lated to the offense committed, was: 

(A) the spouse of the victim at the time of the victim’s 
death; 
(B) a parent of the deceased victim; 
(C) an adult brother, sister, or child of the deceased victim; 
or 

(D) the nearest relative of the deceased victim by consan-
guinity, if the persons described by Paragraphs (A) through 
(C) are deceased or are incapacitated due to physical or 
mental illness or infirmity. 

(2) “Guardian [“guardian] of a victim[,]” and “victim” have 
the meanings assigned by Section 508.117. 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2023 (HB 517, §2). 

SE C.  508.1531.  CO N TAC T W I T H VI C T I M 
A parole panel considering the release of an inmate on parole or 
to mandatory supervision may consider whether the inmate vio-
lated a policy adopted by the department under Section 
498.0042(a) or a court order entered under Article 42.24, Code 
of Criminal Procedure. 

SE C.  508.154.  CO N T R AC T O N RE L E A S E 
(a) An inmate to be released on parole shall be furnished a con-
tract stating in clear and intelligible language the conditions and 
rules of parole. 
(b) Acceptance, signing, and execution of the contract by the in-
mate to be paroled is a precondition to release on parole. 
(c) An inmate released to mandatory supervision shall be fur-
nished a written statement stating in clear and intelligible lan-
guage the conditions and rules of mandatory supervision. 
(d) A releasee while on parole or mandatory supervision must be 
amenable to the conditions of supervision ordered by a parole 
panel. 

SE C.  508.155.  CO M P L E T I O N O F PA RO L E 
PE R I O D 

(a) To complete a parole period, a releasee must serve the entire 
period of parole. 
(b) The time on parole is computed as calendar time. 
(c) The division may allow a releasee to serve the remainder of the 
releasee’s sentence without supervision and without being re-
quired to report if a parole supervisor at the regional level has ap-
proved the releasee’s early release from supervision under Section 
508.1555. 
(d) The division may require a person released from supervision 
and reporting under Subsection (c) to resubmit to supervision 
and resume reporting at any time and for any reason. 

SE C.  508.1555.  PRO C E D U R E F O R T H E EA R LY 
RE L E A S E F RO M SU PE RV I S I O N O F CE RTA I N 

RE L E A S E E S 
(a) A parole officer annually shall identify the releasees under the 
parole officer’s supervision who are eligible for early release from 
supervision under Section 508.155(c). A releasee is eligible for 
early release if: 

(1) the releasee has been under supervision for at least one-half 
of the time that remained on the releasee’s sentence when the 
releasee was released from imprisonment; 
(2) during the preceding two-year period, the releasee has not 
committed any violation of the rules or conditions of release; 
(3) during the period of supervision the releasee’s parole or re-
lease to mandatory supervision has not been revoked; and 
(4) the division determines: 

(A) that the releasee has made a good faith effort to comply 
with any restitution order imposed on the releasee by a 
court; and 
(B) that allowing the releasee to serve the remainder of the 
releasee’s sentence without supervision and reporting is in 
the best interest of society. 

(b) After identifying any releasees who are eligible for early release 
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under Subsection (a), the parole officer shall review the eligible re-
leasees, including any releasees the parole officer has previously de-
clined to recommend for early release, to determine if a 
recommendation for early release from supervision is appropriate. 
In conducting the review and determining recommendations, the 
parole officer shall consider whether the releasee: 

(1) has a low risk of recidivism as determined by an assessment 
developed by the department; and 
(2) has made a good faith effort to comply with the conditions 
of release. 

(c) A parole officer shall forward to the parole supervisor at the re-
gional level any recommendations for early release the parole offi-
cer makes under Subsection (b). If the parole supervisor approves 
the recommendation, the division shall allow a releasee to serve the 
remainder of the releasee’s sentence without supervision and with-
out being required to report as authorized by Section 508.155. 

SE C.  508.156.  DE T E R M I N AT E SE N T E N C E 
PA RO L E 

(a) Before the release of a person who is transferred under Section 
152.0016(g), 152.00161(e), 245.051(c), or 245.151(e), Human 
Resources Code, to the department for release on parole, a parole 
panel shall review the person’s records and may interview the per-
son or any other person the panel considers necessary to determine 
the conditions of parole. The panel may impose any reasonable 
condition of parole on the person that the panel may impose on an 
adult inmate under this chapter. 
(b) The panel shall furnish the person with a written statement 
clearly describing the conditions and rules of parole. The person 
must accept and sign the statement as a precondition to release 
on parole. 
(c) While on parole, the person remains in the legal custody of 
the state and shall comply with the conditions of parole ordered 
by a panel under this section. 
(d) The period of parole for a person released on parole under this 
section is the term for which the person was sentenced less calen-
dar time served at the Texas Juvenile Justice Department or in the 
custody of a juvenile board or local juvenile probation depart-
ment following a commitment under Section 54.04011(c)(2), 
Family Code, and in a juvenile detention facility in connection 
with the conduct for which the person was adjudicated. 
(e) If a parole panel revokes the person’s parole, the panel may re-
quire the person to serve the remaining portion of the person’s 
sentence in the institutional division. The remaining portion of 
the person’s sentence is computed without credit for the time 
from the date of the person’s release to the date of revocation. The 
panel may not recommit the person to the Texas Juvenile Justice 
Department or to the custody of a juvenile board or local juvenile 
probation department. 
(f ) For purposes of this chapter, a person released from the Texas 
Juvenile Justice Department or the custody of a juvenile board or 
local juvenile probation department on parole under this section 
is considered to have been convicted of the offense for which the 
person has been adjudicated. 

SE C.  508.157.  TE M P O R A RY HO U S I N G O N 
RE L E A S E 

(a) This section applies only to inmates who are eligible for re-
lease on parole or to mandatory supervision and to releasees. 
(a-1) In this section, “residential correctional facility” means a fa-
cility operated by or under contract with the department to pro-
vide housing, supervision, and programmatic support to 
individuals released on parole or to mandatory supervision. The 
term includes a halfway house described by Section 508.118 or a 

community residential facility described by Section 508.119. The 
term does not include a transitional treatment center, a substance 
abuse felony punishment facility, or any other facility operated by 
or under contract with the department the primary purpose of 
which is to provide substance abuse treatment or aftercare. 
(b) If the department does not operate or contract for the opera-
tion of a residential correctional facility in the county of legal res-
idence of an inmate or releasee, the department may issue, for an 
inmate described by Subsection (a) or for a releasee, payment for 
the cost of temporary post-release housing  that: 

(1) meets any conditions or requirements imposed by a parole 
panel; 
(2) is located in the county of legal residence of the inmate or 
releasee; and 
(3) except as provided by Subsection (e-1), is in a structure 
that existed on June 1, 2009, as a multifamily residence or as 
a motel to which Section 156.001, Tax Code, applies. 

(c) The amount of payment issued under Subsection (b) may not 
exceed an amount that is equal to the cost the department would 
incur, for the period for which the payment is issued, to: 

(1) incarcerate the inmate or releasee in a facility operated by 
or under contract with the department; or 
(2) house the inmate or releasee in a residential correctional 
facility. 

(d) The department shall issue payment under Subsection (b) out 
of funds appropriated by the legislature to the department for use 
in administering the parole system with respect to the housing of 
inmates on their release. 
(e) The executive director of the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice shall adopt rules as necessary to implement this section. 
(e-1) The department may issue payment for post-release housing 
under Subsection (b) for a structure not described by Subsection 
(b)(3) if, before issuing payment, the department or the owner of 
the structure provides, in the same manner as required for a com-
munity corrections facility under Section 509.010, notice of the 
proposed use of the structure under this section and a hearing on 
the issue of whether the use is appropriate. 
(f ) Not later than September 30 of each year, the department 
shall submit to the presiding officer of each legislative standing 
committee with primary jurisdiction over the department a re-
port that covers the period of August 1 of the year preceding the 
year in which the report is submitted through September 1 of the 
year in which the report is submitted and that includes: 

(1) the total number of inmates and releasees on whose behalf 
payment is issued under this section; 
(2) the total dollar amount of payments issued under this sec-
tion; and 
(3) the county of release and the county of legal residence of 
each inmate or releasee on whose behalf payment is issued 
under this section. 

(g) This subsection and Subsection (f ) expire January 1, 2014. 

Subchapter E-1. Alternative Housing in Certain 
Counties 

SE C.  508.171.  AP P L I C A B I L I T Y 
This subchapter applies only with respect to alternative housing 
that is located in a county with a population of 3.3 million or 
more. 

SE C.  508.172.  ALT E R N AT I V E HO U S I N G 
PRO G R A M 

The department shall require that an applicant to participate as a 
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provider in a program designed to provide alternative housing for 
two or more unrelated releasees submit with the application, in 
the manner specified by the department, a permit or other docu-
mentation showing that the proposed alternative housing facility 
is in compliance with all applicable municipal and county regu-
lations. 

SE C.  508.173.  IN F O R M AT I O N RE G A R D I N G 
ALT E R N AT I V E HO U S I N G;  NOT I C E TO PO L I T I C A L 

SU B D I V I S I O N 
(a) The department shall maintain the following information re-
garding releasees: 

(1) a list of facilities providing alternative housing to two or 
more unrelated releasees, including: 

(A) the name, address, and telephone number of the facil-
ity; 
(B) the county in which the facility is located; 
(C) information regarding whether the facility is in com-
pliance with all applicable municipal and county regula-
tions; 
(D) the number of releasees residing at the facility; and 
(E) the maximum capacity of the facility; and 

(2) a list of releasees being housed at a facility described by 
Subdivision (1), including: 

(A) the releasee’s name; 
(B) the county in which the releasee is required to reside 
under Section 508.181; 
(C) the county in which the releasee committed the of-
fense for which the releasee is on parole or mandatory su-
pervision; 
(D) the alternative housing facility in which the releasee re-
sides; and 
(E) the date on which the releasee began residing at the fa-
cility. 

(b) On request of a county or municipality, the department shall 
provide monthly the information maintained by the department 
under Subsection (a). A county or municipality shall notify the 
department if the county or municipality does not want to con-
tinue to receive the information. 
(c) The department shall provide the information to a county or 
municipality under Subsection (b) by secured electronic mail and 
in a machine-readable format. 
(d) On request by a member of the legislature, the department 
shall provide the information maintained by the department 
under Subsection (a) to the member. 

Subchapter F. Mandatory Conditions of Parole 
or Mandatory Supervision 

SE C.  508.181.  RE S I D E N C E DU R I N G RE L E A S E 
(a) Except as provided by Subsections (b) and (c), a parole panel 
shall require as a condition of parole or mandatory supervision 
that the releasee reside in the county in which: 

(1) the releasee resided at the time of committing the offense 
for which the releasee was sentenced to the institutional divi-
sion; or 
(2) the releasee committed the offense for which the releasee 
was sentenced to the institutional division, if the releasee was 
not a resident of this state at the time of committing the of-
fense. 

(b) A parole panel may require a releasee to reside in a county 
other than the county required under Subsection (a) to: 

(1) protect the life or safety of: 
(A) a victim of the releasee’s offense; 

(B) the releasee; 
(C) a witness in the case; or 
(D) any other person; or 

(2) increase the likelihood of the releasee’s successful comple-
tion of parole or mandatory supervision, because of: 

(A) written expressions of significant public concern in the 
county in which the releasee would otherwise be required 
to reside; 
(B) the presence of family members or friends in the other 
county who have expressed a willingness to assist the re-
leasee in successfully completing the conditions of the re-
leasee’s parole or mandatory supervision; 
(C) the verified existence of a job offer in the other county; 
or 
(D) the availability of a treatment program, educational pro-
gram, or other social service program in the other county 
that is not available in the county in which the releasee is 
otherwise required to reside under Subsection (a). 

(c) At any time after a releasee is released on parole or to mandatory 
supervision, a parole panel may modify the conditions of parole or 
mandatory supervision to require the releasee to reside in a county 
other than the county required by the original conditions. In mak-
ing a decision under this subsection, a parole panel must consider 
the factors listed under Subsection (b). 
(d) If a parole panel initially requires the releasee to reside in a 
county other than the county required under Subsection (a), the 
parole panel shall subsequently require the releasee to reside in the 
county described under Subsection (a) if the requirement that the 
releasee reside in the other county was based on: 

(1) the verified existence of a job offer under Subsection 
(b)(2)(C) and the releasee is no longer employed or actively 
seeking employment; or 
(2) the availability of a treatment program, educational pro-
gram, or other social service program under Subsection 
(b)(2)(D) and the releasee: 

(A) no longer regularly participates in the program as re-
quired by a condition of parole or mandatory supervision; 
or 
(B) has successfully completed the program but has vio-
lated another condition of the releasee’s parole or manda-
tory supervision. 

(e) If a parole panel requires the releasee to reside in a county 
other than the county required under Subsection (a), the panel 
shall: 

(1) state in writing the reason for the panel’s decision; and 
(2) place the statement in the releasee’s permanent record. 

(f ) This section does not apply to a decision by a parole panel to 
require a releasee to serve the period of parole or mandatory su-
pervision in another state. 
(g) The division shall, on the first working day of each month, no-
tify the sheriff of any county in which the total number of sex of-
fenders under the supervision and control of the division residing 
in the county exceeds 10 percent of the total number of sex offend-
ers in the state under the supervision and control of the division. 
The notice must be provided by e-mail or other electronic commu-
nication. If the total number of sex offenders under the supervision 
and control of the division residing in a county exceeds 22 percent 
of the total number of sex offenders in the state under the supervi-
sion and control of the division, a parole panel may require a sex 
offender to reside in that county only as required by Subsection (a) 
or for the reason stated in Subsection (b)(2)(B). In this subsection, 
“sex offender” means a person who is released on parole or to 
mandatory supervision after serving a sentence for an offense de-
scribed by Section 508.187(a). 
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(h) If a parole panel requires a release to reside in a county other 
than the county required under Subsection (a), the division shall 
include the reason for residency exemption in the required noti-
fication to the sheriff of the county in which the defendant is to 
reside, the chief of police of the municipality in which the 
halfway house is located, and the attorney who represents the 
state in the prosecution of felonies in that county. 

SE C.  508.182.  PA RO L E SU PE RV I S I O N FE E;  
AD M I N I S T R AT I V E FE E 

(a) A parole panel shall require as a condition of parole or manda-
tory supervision that a releasee pay to the division for each month 
during which the releasee is under parole supervision: 

(1) a parole supervision fee of $10; and 
(2) an administrative fee of $8. 

(b) A fee under this section applies to an inmate released in an-
other state who is required as a condition of the inmate’s release 
to report to a parole officer or supervisor in this state for parole 
supervision. 
(c) On the request of the releasee, a parole panel may allow the 
releasee to defer one or more payments under this section. The 
releasee remains responsible for payment of the fee and shall pay 
the amount of the deferred payment not later than the second an-
niversary of the date the payment becomes due. 
(d) The Texas Board of Criminal Justice shall adopt rules relating 
to the method of payment required of the releasee. 
(e) The division shall remit fees collected under this section to the 
comptroller. The comptroller shall deposit the fees collected 
under: 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) in the general revenue fund; and 
(2) Subsection (a)(2) in the compensation to victims of crime 
fund. 

(f ) In a parole or mandatory supervision revocation hearing under 
Section 508.281 at which it is alleged only that the releasee failed to 
make a payment under this section, it is an affirmative defense to re-
vocation that the releasee is unable to pay the amount as ordered by 
a parole panel. The releasee must prove the affirmative defense by a 
preponderance of the evidence. 

SE C.  508.183.  ED U C AT I O N A L SK I L L LEV E L 
(a) A parole panel shall require as a condition of release on parole 
or release to mandatory supervision that an inmate demonstrate 
to the parole panel whether the inmate has an educational skill 
level that is equal to or greater than the average skill level of stu-
dents who have completed the sixth grade in a public school in 
this state. 
(b) If the parole panel determines that the inmate has not at-
tained that skill level, the parole panel shall require as a condition 
of parole or mandatory supervision that the inmate as a releasee 
attain that level of educational skill, unless the parole panel deter-
mines that the inmate lacks the intellectual capacity or the learn-
ing ability to ever achieve that level of skill. 

SE C.  508.184.  CO N T RO L L E D SU B S TA N C E 
TE S T I N G 

(a) A parole panel shall require as a condition of parole or manda-
tory supervision that a releasee submit to testing for controlled 
substances on evidence that: 

(1) a controlled substance is present in the releasee’s body; 
(2) the releasee has used a controlled substance; or 
(3) the use of a controlled substance is related to the offense 
for which the releasee was convicted. 

(b) The Texas Board of Criminal Justice by rule shall adopt proce-
dures for the administration of a test required under this section. 

SE C.  508.185.  SU B S TA N C E AB U S E TR E AT M E N T 
(a) A parole panel shall require as a condition of release on parole 
or release to mandatory supervision that an inmate who immedi-
ately before release is a participant in the program established 
under Section 501.0931 participate as a releasee in a drug or al-
cohol abuse continuum of care treatment program. 
(b) The Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse shall de-
velop the continuum of care treatment program. 

SE C.  508.186.  SE X OF F E N D E R RE G I S T R AT I O N 
A parole panel shall require as a condition of parole or mandatory 
supervision that a releasee required to register as a sex offender 
under Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure: 
(1) register under that chapter; and 
(2) submit a blood sample or other specimen to the Department 
of Public Safety under Subchapter G, Chapter 411, for the pur-
pose of creating a DNA record of the releasee, unless the releasee 
has already submitted the required specimen under other state 
law. 

SE C.  508.1861.  PRO H I B I T I O N S O N IN T E R N E T 
ACC E S S  F O R CE RTA I N SE X OF F E N D E R S 

(a) This section applies only to a person who, on release, will be 
required to register as a sex offender under Chapter 62, Code of 
Criminal Procedure, by court order or otherwise, and: 

(1) is serving a sentence for an offense under Section 21.11, 
22.011(a)(2), 22.021(a)(1)(B), 33.021, or 43.25, Penal Code; 
(2) used the Internet or any other type of electronic device 
used for Internet access to commit the offense or engage in the 
conduct for which the person is required to register under 
Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure; or 
(3) is assigned a numeric risk level of two or three based on an 
assessment conducted under Article 62.007, Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure. 

(b) If the parole panel releases on parole or to mandatory super-
vision a person described by Subsection (a), the parole panel as a 
condition of parole or mandatory supervision shall: 

(1) prohibit the releasee from using the Internet to: 
(A) access material that is obscene as defined by Section 
43.21, Penal Code; 
(B) access a commercial social networking site, as defined 
by Article 62.0061(f ), Code of Criminal Procedure; 
(C) communicate with any individual concerning sexual 
relations with an individual who is younger than 17 years 
of age; or 
(D) communicate with another individual the releasee 
knows is younger than 17 years of age; and 

(2) to ensure the releasee’s compliance with Subdivision (1), 
require the releasee to submit to regular inspection or moni-
toring of each electronic device used by the releasee to access 
the Internet. 

(c) The parole panel may modify at any time the condition de-
scribed by Subsection (b)(1)(D) if: 

(1) the condition interferes with the releasee’s ability to attend 
school or become or remain employed and consequently con-
stitutes an undue hardship for the releasee; or 
(2) the releasee is the parent or guardian of an individual who 
is younger than 17 years of age and the releasee is not other-
wise prohibited from communicating with that individual. 

SE C.  508.1862.  SE X OF F E N D E R TR E AT M E N T 
A parole panel shall require as a condition of release on parole or 
to mandatory supervision that a releasee participate in a sex of-
fender treatment program developed by the department if: 
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(1) the releasee: 
(A) was serving a sentence for an offense under Chapter 21, 
Penal Code; or 
(B) is required to register as a sex offender under Chapter 62, 
Code of Criminal Procedure; and 

(2) immediately before release, the releasee is participating in a 
sex offender treatment program established under Section 
499.054. 

SE C.  508.1864.  NOT I F I C AT I O N TO 
DE PA RT M E N T O F PU B L I C SA F E T Y A N D 

LI C E N S I N G AU T H O R I T Y 
(a) In this section, “health care professional,” “license,” and “li-
censing authority” have the meanings assigned by Section 
108.051, Occupations Code. 
(b) A parole panel that knows an inmate holds or has submitted 
an application for a license as a health care professional shall im-
mediately notify the Department of Public Safety and the applic-
able licensing authority if the parole panel requires the inmate as 
a condition of release on parole or to mandatory supervision to 
register as a sex offender under Chapter 62, Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 

SE C.  508.187.  CH I L D SA F E T Y ZO N E 
(a) This section applies only to a releasee serving a sentence for an 
offense under: 

(1) Section 43.25 or 43.26, Penal Code; 
(2) Section 21.02, 21.11, 22.011, 22.021, or 25.02, Penal 
Code; 
(3) Section 20.04(a)(4), Penal Code, if the releasee committed 
the offense with the intent to violate or abuse the victim sex-
ually; 
(4) Section 30.02, Penal Code, punishable under Subsection 
(d) of that section, if the releasee committed the offense with 
the intent to commit a felony listed in Subdivision (2) or (3); 
(5) Section 43.05(a)(2), Penal Code; or 
(6) Section 20A.02, Penal Code, if the defendant: 

(A) trafficked the victim with the intent or knowledge that 
the victim would engage in sexual conduct, as defined by 
Section 43.25, Penal Code; or 
(B) benefited from participating in a venture that involved 
a trafficked victim engaging in sexual conduct, as defined 
by Section 43.25, Penal Code. 

(b) A parole panel shall establish a child safety zone applicable to 
a releasee if the panel determines that a child as defined by Sec-
tion 22.011(c), Penal Code, was the victim of the offense, by re-
quiring as a condition of parole or mandatory supervision that 
the releasee: 

(1) not: 
(A) supervise or participate in any program that includes as 
participants or recipients persons who are 17 years of age 
or younger and that regularly provides athletic, civic, or 
cultural activities; or 
(B) go in, on, or within a distance specified by the panel of 
premises where children commonly gather, including a school, 
day-care facility, playground, public or private youth center, 
public swimming pool, or video arcade facility; and 

(2) attend for a period of time determined necessary by the 
panel psychological counseling sessions for sex offenders with 
an individual or organization that provides sex offender treat-
ment or counseling as specified by the parole officer supervis-
ing the releasee after release. 

(b-1) Notwithstanding Subsection (b)(1)(B), a requirement that 
a releasee not go in, on, or within a distance specified by a parole 

panel of certain premises does not apply to a releasee while the re-
leasee is in or going immediately to or from: 

(1) a parole office; 
(2) premises at which the releasee is participating in a program 
or activity required as a condition of release; 
(3) a residential facility in which the releasee is required to re-
side as a condition of release; 
(4) a private residence in which the releasee is required to re-
side as a condition of release; or 
(5) any other premises, facility, or location that is: 

(A) designed to rehabilitate or reform the releasee; or 
(B) authorized by the division as a premises, facility, or lo-
cation where it is reasonable and necessary for the releasee 
to be present and at which the releasee has legitimate busi-
ness, including a church, synagogue, or other established 
place of religious worship, a workplace, a health care facil-
ity, or a location of a funeral. 

(c) A parole officer who under Subsection (b)(2) specifies a sex 
offender treatment provider to provide counseling to a releasee 
shall: 

(1) contact the provider before the releasee is released; 
(2) establish the date, time, and place of the first session be-
tween the releasee and the provider; and 
(3) request the provider to immediately notify the officer if 
the releasee fails to attend the first session or any subsequent 
scheduled session. 

(d) At any time after the imposition of a condition under Subsec-
tion (b)(1), the releasee may request the parole panel to modify 
the child safety zone applicable to the releasee because the zone as 
created by the panel: 

(1) interferes with the releasee’s ability to attend school or 
hold a job and consequently constitutes an undue hardship 
for the releasee; or 
(2) is broader than necessary to protect the public, given the 
nature and circumstances of the offense. 

(e) A parole officer supervising a releasee may permit the releasee 
to enter on an event-by-event basis into the child safety zone that 
the releasee is otherwise prohibited from entering if: 

(1) the releasee has served at least two years of the period of 
supervision imposed on release; 
(2) the releasee enters the zone as part of a program to reunite 
with the releasee’s family; 
(3) the releasee presents to the parole officer a written pro-
posal specifying: 

(A) where the releasee intends to go within the zone; 
(B) why and with whom the releasee is going; and 
(C) how the releasee intends to cope with any stressful sit-
uations that occur; 

(4) the sex offender treatment provider treating the releasee 
agrees with the officer that the releasee should be allowed to 
attend the event; and 
(5) the officer and the treatment provider agree on a chaperon 
to accompany the releasee, and the chaperon agrees to per-
form that duty. 

(f ) In this section, “playground,” “premises,” “school,” “video ar-
cade facility,” and “youth center” have the meanings assigned by 
Section 481.134, Health and Safety Code. 

SE C.  508.188.  CO M M U N I T Y SE RV I C E F O R 
CE RTA I N RE L E A S E E S 

A parole panel shall require as a condition of parole or mandatory 
supervision that a releasee for whom the court has made an affir-
mative finding under Article 42.014, Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, perform not less than 300 hours of community service at a 
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project designated by the parole panel that primarily serves the 
person or group that was the target of the releasee. 

SE C.  508.189.  PA RO L E FE E F O R CE RTA I N 
RE L E A S E E S 

(a) A parole panel shall require as a condition of parole or manda-
tory supervision that a releasee convicted of an offense under Sec-
tion 21.02, 21.08, 21.11, 22.011, 22.021, 25.02, 43.25, or 43.26, 
Penal Code, pay to the division a parole supervision fee of $5 each 
month during the period of parole supervision. 
(b) The division shall send fees collected under this section to the 
comptroller. The comptroller shall deposit the fees in the general 
revenue fund to the credit of the sexual assault program fund estab-
lished under Section 44.0061, Health and Safety Code. 

SE C.  508.190.  AVO I D I N G VI C T I M O F STA L K I N G 
OF F E N S E 

(a) A parole panel shall require as a condition of parole or manda-
tory supervision that a releasee serving a sentence for an offense 
under Section 42.072, Penal Code, not: 

(1) communicate directly or indirectly with the victim; 
(2) go to or near the residence, place of employment, or busi-
ness of the victim; or 
(3) go to or near a school, day-care facility, or similar facility 
where a dependent child of the victim is in attendance. 

(b) If a parole panel requires the prohibition contained in Subsec-
tion (a)(2) or (3) as a condition of parole or mandatory supervi-
sion, the parole panel shall specifically describe the prohibited 
locations and the minimum distances, if any, that the releasee 
must maintain from the locations. 

SE C.  508.191.  NO CO N TAC T W I T H VI C T I M 
(a) If a parole panel releases a defendant on parole or to manda-
tory supervision, the panel shall require as a condition of parole 
or mandatory supervision that the defendant not intentionally or 
knowingly communicate directly or indirectly with a victim of 
the offense or intentionally or knowingly go near a residence, 
school, place of employment, or business of a victim. At any time 
after the defendant is released on parole or to mandatory super-
vision, a victim of the offense may petition the panel for a mod-
ification of the conditions of the defendant’s parole or mandatory 
supervision allowing the defendant contact with the victim sub-
ject to reasonable restrictions. 
(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), a defendant may participate 
in victim-offender mediation authorized by Section 508.324 on 
the request of the victim or a guardian of the victim or a close rel-
ative of a deceased victim. 
(c) In this section, “victim” has the meaning assigned by Article 
56A.001, Code of Criminal Procedure. 

SE C.  508.192.  RE E N T RY I N TO T H E UN I T E D 
STAT E S PRO H I B I T E D 

(a) In this section, “illegal criminal alien” has the meaning as-
signed by Section 493.015. 
(b) A parole panel shall require as a condition of parole or manda-
tory supervision that an illegal criminal alien released to the cus-
tody of United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement: 

(1) regardless of whether a final order of deportation is issued 
with reference to the illegal criminal alien, leave the United 
States as soon as possible after release; and 
(2) not unlawfully return to or unlawfully reenter the United 
States in violation of the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act of 1986 (8 U.S.C. Section 1101 et seq.). 
 

Subchapter G. Discretionary Conditions of 
Parole or Mandatory Supervision 

SE C.  508.221.  CO N D I T I O N S PE R M I T T E D 
GE N E R A L LY 

A parole panel may impose as a condition of parole or mandatory 
supervision any condition that a court may impose on a defendant 
placed on community supervision under Chapter 42A, Code of 
Criminal Procedure, including the condition that a releasee submit 
to testing for controlled substances or submit to electronic monitor-
ing if the parole panel determines that without testing for controlled 
substances or participation in an electronic monitoring program the 
inmate would not be released on parole. 

SE C.  508.222.  PAY M E N T O F CE RTA I N DA M AG E S 
A parole panel may require as a condition of parole or mandatory 
supervision that a releasee make payments in satisfaction of dam-
ages for which the releasee is liable under Section 500.002. 

SE C.  508.223.  PS YC H O LO G I C A L CO U N S E L I N G 
A parole panel may require as a condition of parole or mandatory 
supervision that a releasee serving a sentence for an offense under 
Section 42.072, Penal Code, attend psychological counseling ses-
sions of a type and for a duration as specified by the parole panel, 
if the parole panel determines in consultation with a local mental 
health services provider that appropriate mental health services 
are available through the [Texas] Department of State Health Ser-
vices [Mental Health and Mental Retardation] in accordance 
with Section 534.053, Health and Safety Code, or through an-
other mental health services provider. 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2023 (HB 446, §5.17). 

SE C.  508.224.  SU B S TA N C E AB U S E CO U N S E L I N G 
A parole panel may require as a condition of parole or mandatory 
supervision that the releasee attend counseling sessions for sub-
stance abusers or participate in substance abuse treatment services 
in a program or facility approved or licensed by the Texas Com-
mission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse if: 

(1) the releasee was sentenced for an offense involving a con-
trolled substance; or 
(2) the panel determines that the releasee’s substance abuse 
was related to the commission of the offense.  

SE C.  508.225.  CH I L D SA F E T Y ZO N E 
(a) If the nature of the offense for which an inmate is serving a 
sentence warrants the establishment of a child safety zone, a pa-
role panel may establish a child safety zone applicable to an in-
mate serving a sentence for an offense listed in Article 
42A.054(a), Code of Criminal Procedure, or for which the judg-
ment contains an affirmative finding under Article 42A.054(c) or 
(d), Code of Criminal Procedure, by requiring as a condition of 
parole or release to mandatory supervision that the inmate not: 

(1) supervise or participate in any program that includes as 
participants or recipients persons who are 17 years of age or 
younger and that regularly provides athletic, civic, or cultural 
activities; or 
(2) go in or on, or within a distance specified by the panel of, a 
premises where children commonly gather, including a school, 
day-care facility, playground, public or private youth center, 
public swimming pool, or video arcade facility. 

(a-1) Notwithstanding Subsection (a)(2), a requirement that an 
inmate not go in, on, or within a distance specified by a parole 
panel of certain premises does not apply to an inmate while the 
inmate is in or going immediately to or from: 
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(1) a parole office; 
(2) premises at which the inmate is participating in a program 
or activity required as a condition of release; 
(3) a residential facility in which the inmate is required to re-
side as a condition of release;  
(4) a private residence in which the inmate is required to re-
side as a condition of release; or 

(5) any other premises, facility, or location that is: 
(A) designed to rehabilitate or reform the inmate; or 
(B) authorized by the division as a premises, facility, or lo-
cation where it is reasonable and necessary for the inmate 
to be present and at which the inmate has legitimate busi-
ness, including a church, synagogue, or other established 
place of religious worship, a workplace, a health care facil-
ity, or a location of a funeral. 

(b) At any time after the imposition of a condition under Subsec-
tion (a), the inmate may request the parole panel to modify the 
child safety zone applicable to the inmate because the zone as cre-
ated by the panel: 

(1) interferes with the ability of the inmate to attend school or 
hold a job and consequently constitutes an undue hardship 
for the inmate; or 
(2) is broader than is necessary to protect the public, given the 
nature and circumstances of the offense. 

(c) This section does not apply to an inmate described by Section 
508.187. 
(d) In this section, “playground,” “premises,” “school,” “video ar-
cade facility,” and “youth center” have the meanings assigned by 
Section 481.134, Health and Safety Code. 

SE C.  508.226.  ORC H I E C TO M Y A S  CO N D I T I O N 
PRO H I B I T E D 

A parole panel may not require an inmate to undergo an orchiec-
tomy as a condition of release on parole or to mandatory super-
vision. 

SE C.  508.227.  EL E C T RO N I C MO N I TO R I N G O F 
CE RTA I N ME M B E R S O F CR I M I N A L ST R E E T GA N G 
(a) This section applies only to a releasee who: 

(1) is identified as a member of a criminal street gang in an in-
telligence database established under Chapter 67, Code of 
Criminal Procedure; and 
(2) has three or more times been convicted of, or received a 
grant of deferred adjudication community supervision or an-
other functionally equivalent form of community supervision 
or probation for, a felony offense under the laws of this state, 
another state, or the United States. 

(b) A parole panel may require as a condition of release on parole 
or to mandatory supervision that a releasee described by Subsec-
tion (a) submit to tracking under an electronic monitoring ser-
vice or other appropriate technological service designed to track 
a person’s location. 

SE C.  508.228.  SE X OF F E N D E R TR E AT M E N T 
A parole panel may require as a condition of release on parole or 
to mandatory supervision that a releasee participate in a sex of-
fender treatment program as specified by the parole panel if: 
(1) the releasee: 

(A) was serving a sentence for an offense under Chapter 21, 
Penal Code; or 
(B) is required to register as a sex offender under Chapter 62, 
Code of Criminal Procedure; or 

(2) a designated agent of the board after conducting a hearing 
that allows the releasee to contest the evidence, on evidence that 

a sex offense occurred during the commission of the offense for 
which the releasee was serving a sentence, makes an affirmative 
finding that, regardless of the offense for which the releasee was 
serving a sentence, the releasee constitutes a threat to society be-
cause of the releasee’s lack of sexual control. 

Subchapter H. Warrants 

SE C.  508.251.  IS S UA N C E O F WA R R A N T O R 
SU M M O N S 

(a) In a case of parole or mandatory supervision, the director or 
a designated agent of the director or, in another case, the board 
on order by the governor, may issue a warrant as provided by Sec-
tion 508.252 for the return of: 

(1) a releasee; 
(2) an inmate released although not eligible for release; 
(3) a resident released to a preparole or work program; 
(4) an inmate released on emergency reprieve or on emer-
gency absence under escort; or 
(5) a person released on a conditional pardon. 

(b) A warrant issued under Subsection (a) must require the return 
of the person to the institution from which the person was 
paroled or released. 
(c) Instead of the issuance of a warrant under this section, the di-
vision: 

(1) may issue to the person a summons requiring the person to 
appear for a hearing under Section 508.281 if the person: 

(A) is not a releasee who is: 
(i) on intensive supervision or superintensive supervi-
sion; 
(ii) an absconder; or 
(iii) determined by the division to be a threat to public 
safety; or 

(B) is charged only with committing a new offense that is 
alleged to have been committed after the first anniversary 
of the date the person was released on parole or to manda-
tory supervision if: 

(i) the new offense is a Class C misdemeanor under the 
Penal Code, other than an offense committed against a 
child younger than 17 years of age or an offense involv-
ing family violence, as defined by Section 71.004, Fam-
ily Code; 
(ii) the person has maintained steady employment for 
at least one year; 
(iii) the person has maintained a stable residence for at 
least one year; and 
(iv) the person has not previously been charged with an 
offense after the person was released on parole or to 
mandatory supervision; and 

(2) shall issue to the person a summons requiring the person 
to appear for a hearing under Section 508.281 if the person: 

(A) is charged only with committing an administrative vi-
olation of release that is alleged to have been committed 
after the first anniversary of the date the person was re-
leased on parole or to mandatory supervision; 
(B) is not serving a sentence for, and has not been previ-
ously convicted of, an offense listed in or described by Ar-
ticle 62.001(5), Code of Criminal Procedure; and 
(C) is not a releasee with respect to whom a summons may 
not be issued under Subdivision (1). 

(c-1) A summons issued under Subsection (c) must state the 
time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing. 

(d) A designated agent of the director acts independently from a 
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parole officer and must receive specialized training as determined 
by the director. 

SE C.  508.252.  GRO U N D S F O R IS S UA N C E O F 
WA R R A N T O R SU M M O N S 

A warrant or summons may be issued under Section 508.251 if: 
(1) there is reason to believe that the person has been released 
although not eligible for release; 
(2) the person has been arrested for an offense; 
(3) there is a document that is self-authenticating as provided 
by Rule 902, Texas Rules of Evidence, stating that the person 
violated a rule or condition of release; or 
(4) there is reliable evidence that the person has exhibited be-
havior during the person’s release that indicates to a reasonable 
person that the person poses a danger to society that warrants 
the person’s immediate return to custody.  

SE C.  508.253.  EF F E C T O N SE N T E N C E AF T E R 
IS S UA N C E O F WA R R A N T 

If it appears a releasee has violated a condition or provision of the 
releasee’s parole or mandatory supervision, the date of the issuance 
of the warrant to the date of the releasee’s arrest is not counted as a 
part of the time served under the releasee’s sentence. 

SE C.  508.254.  DE T E N T I O N UN D E R WA R R A N T 
(a) A person who is the subject of a warrant may be held in cus-
tody pending a determination of all facts surrounding the alleged 
offense, violation of a rule or condition of release, or dangerous 
behavior. 
(b) A warrant authorizes any officer named by the warrant to take 
custody of the person and detain the person until a parole panel 
orders the return of the person to the institution from which the 
person was released. 
(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), pending a hearing on a 
charge of parole violation, ineligible release, or violation of a con-
dition of mandatory supervision, a person returned to custody 
shall remain confined. 
(d) A magistrate of the county in which the person is held in cus-
tody may release the person on bond pending the hearing if: 

(1) the person is arrested or held in custody only on a charge 
that the person committed an administrative violation of re-
lease; 
(2) the division, in accordance with Subsection (e), included 
notice on the warrant for the person’s arrest that the person is 
eligible for release on bond; and 
(3) the magistrate determines that the person is not a threat to 
public safety. 

(e) The division shall include a notice on the warrant for the per-
son’s arrest indicating that the person is eligible for release on 
bond under Subsection (d) if the division determines that the 
person: 

(1) has not been previously convicted of: 
(A) an offense under Chapter 29, Penal Code; 
(B) an offense under Title 5, Penal Code, punishable as a 
felony; or 
(C) an offense involving family violence, as defined by Sec-
tion 71.004, Family Code; 

(2) is not on intensive supervision or super-intensive supervi-
sion; 
(3) is not an absconder; and 
(4) is not a threat to public safety. 

(f ) The provisions of Chapters 17 and 22, Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, apply to a person released under Subsection (d) in the 
same manner as those provisions apply to a person released pend-
ing an appearance before a court or magistrate, except that the re-

lease under that subsection is conditioned on the person’s appear-
ance at a hearing under this subchapter. 

SE C.  508.255.  STAT U S A S  FU G I T I V E FRO M 
JU S T I C E 

(a) After the issuance of a warrant, a person for whose return a 
warrant was issued is a fugitive from justice. 
(b) The law relating to the right of the state to extradite a person 
and return a fugitive from justice and Article 42.11, Code of 
Criminal Procedure, relating to the waiver of all legal require-
ments to obtain extradition of a fugitive from justice from an-
other state to this state, are not impaired by this chapter and 
remain in full force and effect. 

SE C.  508.256.  WI T H D R AWA L O F WA R R A N T 
At any time before setting a revocation hearing date under Sec-
tion 508.282, the division may withdraw a warrant and continue 
supervision of a releasee. 

Subchapter I. Hearings and Sanctions 

SE C.  508.281.  HE A R I N G 
(a) A releasee, a person released although ineligible for release, or 
a person granted a conditional pardon is entitled to a hearing be-
fore a parole panel or a designated agent of the board under the 
rules adopted by the board and within a period that permits a pa-
role panel, a designee of the board, or the department to dispose 
of the charges within the periods established by Section 
508.282(a) and (b) if the releasee or person: 

(1) is accused of a violation of the releasee’s parole or manda-
tory supervision or the person’s conditional pardon, on infor-
mation and complaint by a peace officer or parole officer; or 
(2) is arrested after an ineligible release. 

(b) If a parole panel or designated agent of the board determines 
that a releasee or person granted a conditional pardon has been 
convicted of a felony offense committed while an administrative 
releasee and has been sentenced to a term of confinement in a 
penal institution, the determination is considered to be a suffi-
cient hearing to revoke the parole or mandatory supervision or 
recommend to the governor revocation of a conditional pardon 
without further hearing, except that the parole panel or desig-
nated agent shall conduct a hearing to consider mitigating cir-
cumstances if requested by the releasee or person granted a 
conditional pardon. 

Subsection (c) as amended by SB 790, effective Sept. 1, 2015: 

(c) If a designated agent of the board determines that a releasee 
who appears in compliance with a summons has violated a con-
dition of release, the agent shall notify the board. After the board 
or a parole panel makes a final determination regarding the vio-
lation, the division may issue a warrant requiring the releasee to 
be held in a county jail pending the return of the releasee to the 
institution from which the releasee was released. 

Subsection (c) as amended by HB 710, effective Sept. 1, 2015: 

(c) If a hearing before a designated agent of the board is held 
under this section for a releasee who appears in compliance with 
a summons, the sheriff of the county in which the releasee is re-
quired to appear shall provide the designated agent with a place 
at the county jail to hold the hearing. After the board or a parole 
panel makes a final determination that a releasee has violated a 
condition of release, a warrant may be issued requiring the re-
leasee to be held in the county jail pending: 
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(1) transfer to an intermediate sanction facility; or 
(2) the return of the releasee to the institution from which the 
releasee was released. 

(d) If a parole panel or designated agent of the board determines 
that a releasee has violated a condition of release required under 
Section 508.192 and confirms the violation with a peace officer 
or other law enforcement officer of this state who is authorized 
under federal law to verify a person’s immigration status or, in ac-
cordance with 8 U.S.C. Section 1373(c), with a federal law en-
forcement officer, the determination is considered to be a 
sufficient hearing to revoke the parole or mandatory supervision 
without further hearing or determination, except that the parole 
panel or designated agent shall conduct a hearing to consider 
mitigating circumstances, if requested by the releasee. 

Section (e) as added by SB 213, effective Sept. 1, 2013: 

(e) Any hearing required to be conducted by a parole panel under 
this chapter may be conducted by a designated agent of the 
board. The designated agent may make recommendations to a 
parole panel that has responsibility for making a final determina-
tion. 

Section (e) as added by SB 358, effective June 14, 2013: 

(e) A parole panel or designated agent of the board may not re-
voke the parole or mandatory supervision of a releasee if the pa-
role panel or designated agent finds that the only evidence 
supporting the alleged violation of a condition of release is the 
uncorroborated results of a polygraph examination. 

SE C.  508.2811.  PR E L I M I N A RY HE A R I N G 
A parole panel or a designee of the board shall provide within a 
reasonable time to an inmate or person described by Section 
508.281(a) a preliminary hearing to determine whether probable 
cause or reasonable grounds exist to believe that the inmate or 
person has committed an act that would constitute a violation of 
a condition of release, unless the inmate or person: 

(1) waives the preliminary hearing; or 
(2) after release: 

(A) has been charged only with an administrative violation 
of a condition of release; or 
(B) has been adjudicated guilty of or has pleaded guilty or 
nolo contendere to an offense committed after release, 
other than an offense punishable by fine only involving the 
operation of a motor vehicle, regardless of whether the 
court has deferred disposition of the case, imposed a sen-
tence in the case, or placed the inmate or person on com-
munity supervision. 

SE C.  508.282.  DE A D L I N E S 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a parole panel, a de-
signee of the board, or the department shall dispose of the 
charges against an inmate or person described by Section 
508.281(a): 

(1) before the 41st day after the date on which[:] 
[(A)] a warrant issued as provided by Section 508.251 is 
executed, if the inmate or person is arrested only on a 
charge that the inmate or person has committed an admin-
istrative violation of a condition of release[, and the inmate 
or person is not charged before the 41st day with the com-
mission of an offense described by Section 
508.2811(2)(B)]; or 

(2) before the 91st day after the date on which a warrant is-
sued as provided by Section 508.251 is executed, if: 

(A) the inmate or person allegedly committed an offense 
after release; and 
(B) an indictment, information, or complaint for the of-
fense has not been filed in court [the sheriff having custody 
of an inmate or person alleged to have committed an of-
fense after release notifies the department that:] 

[(i) the inmate or person has discharged the sentence 
for the offense; or] 
[(ii) the prosecution of the alleged offense has been dis-
missed by the attorney representing the state in the 
manner provided by Article 32.02, Code of Criminal 
Procedure; or] 

[(2) within a reasonable time after the date on which the in-
mate or person is returned to the custody of the department, 
if:] 

[(A) immediately before the return the inmate or person 
was in custody in another state or in a federal correctional 
system; or] 
[(B) the inmate or person is transferred to the custody of 
the department under Section 508.284]. 

(b) A parole panel, a designee of the board, or the department is 
not required to dispose of the charges against an inmate or person 
within the period required by Subsection (a) if: 

(1) the inmate or person is in custody in another state or a fed-
eral correctional institution; 
(2) the parole panel or a designee of the board is not provided 
a place by the sheriff to hold the hearing, in which event the 
department, parole panel, or designee is not required to dis-
pose of the charges against the inmate or person until the 30th 
day after the date on which the sheriff provides a place to hold 
the hearing; or 
(3) the inmate or person is granted a continuance by a parole 
panel or a designee of the board in the inmate’s or person’s 
hearing under Section 508.281(a), but in no event may a pa-
role panel, a designee of the board, or the department dispose 
of the charges against the person later than the 15th day after 
the date on which the parole panel, designee, or department 
would otherwise be required to dispose of the charges under 
this section, unless the inmate or person is released from cus-
tody and a summons is issued under Section 508.251 requir-
ing the inmate or person to appear for a hearing under Section 
508.281. 

(c) In Subsections (a), (b), and (f ), charges against an inmate or 
person are disposed of when: 

(1) the inmate’s or person’s conditional pardon, parole, or re-
lease to mandatory supervision is: 

(A) revoked; or 
(B) continued or modified and the inmate or person is re-
leased from the county jail; 

(2) the warrant for the inmate or person issued under Section 
508.251 is withdrawn; or 
(3) the inmate or person is transferred to a facility described 
by Section 508.284 for further proceedings. 

(d) A sheriff, not later than the 10th day before the date on which 
the sheriff intends to release from custody an inmate or person de-
scribed by Section 508.281(a) or transfer the inmate or person to 
the custody of an entity other than the department, shall notify the 
department of the intended release or transfer. 
(e) If a warrant for an inmate or person issued under Section 
508.251 is withdrawn, a summons may be issued requiring the in-
mate or person to appear for a hearing under Section 508.281. 
(f ) A parole panel, a designee of the board, or the department 
shall dispose of the charges against a releasee for whom a warrant 
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is issued under Section 508.281(c) not later than the 31st day 
after the date on which the warrant is issued. 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2023 (SB 374, §1). Section 2 of SB 374 
provides: “The change in law made by this Act applies only to a per-
son who on or after the effective date of this Act is charged with a 
violation of a condition of the person’s release. A person who was 
charged with a violation of a condition of release before the effec-
tive date of this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the 
person was charged with the violation, and the former law is contin-
ued in effect for that purpose.” 

SE C.  508.283.  SA N C T I O N S 
(a) After a parole panel or designated agent of the board has held 
a hearing under Section 508.281, in any manner warranted by 
the evidence: 

(1) the board may recommend to the governor to continue, re-
voke, or modify the conditional pardon; and 
(2) a parole panel may continue, revoke, or modify the parole 
or mandatory supervision. 

(b) If the parole, mandatory supervision, or conditional pardon 
of a person described by Section 508.149(a) is revoked, the per-
son may be required to serve the remaining portion of the sen-
tence on which the person was released. The remaining portion 
is computed without credit for the time from the date of the per-
son’s release to the date of revocation. 
(c) If the parole, mandatory supervision, or conditional pardon 
of a person other than a person described by Section 508.149(a) 
is revoked, the person may be required to serve the remaining 
portion of the sentence on which the person was released. For a 
person who on the date of issuance of a warrant or summons ini-
tiating the revocation process is subject to a sentence the remain-
ing portion of which is greater than the amount of time from the 
date of the person’s release to the date of issuance of the warrant 
or summons, the remaining portion is to be served without 
credit for the time from the date of the person’s release to the 
date of revocation. For a person who on the date of issuance of 
the warrant or summons is subject to a sentence the remaining 
portion of which is less than the amount of time from the date 
of the person’s release to the date of issuance of the warrant or 
summons, the remaining portion is to be served without credit 
for an amount of time equal to the remaining portion of the sen-
tence on the date of issuance of the warrant or citation. 
(d) If a warrant is issued charging a violation of a release condi-
tion or a summons is issued for a hearing under Section 
508.281, the sentence time credit may be suspended until a de-
termination is made in the case. The suspended time credit may 
be reinstated if the parole, mandatory supervision, or condi-
tional pardon is continued. 
(e) If a person’s parole or mandatory supervision is modified after 
it is established that the person violated conditions of release, the 
board may require the releasee to remain under custodial super-
vision in a county jail for a period of not less than 60 days or 
more than 180 days. A sheriff is required to accept an inmate 
sanctioned under this subsection only if the commissioners court 
of the county in which the sheriff serves and the Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice have entered into a contract providing 
for the housing of persons sanctioned under this subsection. 

SE C.  508.284.  TR A N S F E R PE N D I N G 
REVO C AT I O N HE A R I N G 

The department, as provided by Section 508.282(c), may autho-

rize a facility that is otherwise required to detain and house an in-
mate or person to transfer the inmate or person to a correctional 
facility operated by the department or under contract with the 
department if: 

(1) the department determines that adequate space is available 
in the facility to which the inmate or person is to be trans-
ferred; and 
(2) the facility to which the inmate or person is to be trans-
ferred is located not more than 150 miles from the facility 
from which the inmate or person is to be transferred. 

Subchapter J. Miscellaneous 

SE C.  508.311.  DU T Y TO PROV I D E 
IN F O R M AT I O N 

On request of a member of the board or employee of the board or 
department, a public official of the state, including a judge, dis-
trict attorney, county attorney, or police officer, who has informa-
tion relating to an inmate eligible for parole shall send to the 
department in writing the information in the official’s possession 
or under the official’s control. 

SE C.  508.312.  IN F O R M AT I O N O N RE C I D I V I S M 
O F RE L E A S E E S 

The Texas Board of Criminal Justice shall collect information on 
recidivism of releasees under the supervision of the division and 
shall use the information to evaluate operations. 

SE C.  508.313.  CO N F I D E N T I A L IN F O R M AT I O N 
(a) All information obtained and maintained, including a victim 
protest letter or other correspondence, a victim impact statement, 
a list of inmates eligible for release on parole, and an arrest record 
of an inmate, is confidential and privileged if the information re-
lates to: 

(1) an inmate of the institutional division subject to release on 
parole, release to mandatory supervision, or executive 
clemency; 
(2) a releasee; or 
(3) a person directly identified in any proposed plan of release 
for an inmate. 

(b) Statistical and general information relating to the parole and 
mandatory supervision system, including the names of releasees 
and data recorded relating to parole and mandatory supervision 
services, is not confidential or privileged and must be made avail-
able for public inspection at any reasonable time. 
(c) The department, on request or in the normal course of official 
business, shall provide information that is confidential and priv-
ileged under Subsection (a) to: 

(1) the governor; 
(2) a member of the board or a parole commissioner; 
(3) the Criminal Justice Policy Council in performing duties 
of the council under Section 413.017; or 
(4) an eligible entity requesting information for a law enforce-
ment, prosecutorial, correctional, clemency, or treatment pur-
pose. 

(d) In this section, “eligible entity” means: 
(1) a government agency, including the office of a prosecuting 
attorney; 
(2) an organization with which the department contracts or an 
organization to which the department provides a grant; or 
(3) an organization to which inmates are referred for services 
by the department. 
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(e) This section does not apply to information relating to a sex of-
fender that is authorized for release under Chapter 62, Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 
(f ) This section does not apply to information that is subject to 
required public disclosure under Section 552.029. 

SE C.  508.314.  ACC E S S  TO IN M AT E S 
The department shall: 
(1) grant to a member or employee of the board access at all rea-
sonable times to any inmate; 
(2) provide for the member or employee or a representative of the 
member or employee facilities for communicating with or ob-
serving an inmate; and 
(3) furnish to the member or employee: 

(A) any report the member or employee requires relating to 
the conduct or character of an inmate; or 
(B) other facts a parole panel considers pertinent in determin-
ing whether an inmate will be released on parole.  

SE C.  508.315.  EL E C T RO N I C MO N I TO R I N G 
PRO G R A M S 

(a) To establish and maintain an electronic monitoring program 
under this chapter, the department may: 

(1) fund an electronic monitoring program in a parole office; 
(2) develop standards for the operation of an electronic mon-
itoring program in a parole office; and 
(3) fund the purchase, lease, or maintenance of electronic 
monitoring equipment. 

(b) In determining whether electronic monitoring equipment 
should be leased or purchased, the department shall consider the 
rate at which technological change makes electronic monitoring 
equipment obsolete. 

SE C.  508.316.  SPE C I A L PRO G R A M S 
(a) The department may contract for services for releasees if funds 
are appropriated to the department for the services, including ser-
vices for releasees who have a history of: 

(1) mental impairment or intellectual disability [mental retar-
dation]; 
(2) substance abuse; or 
(3) sexual offenses. 

(b) The department shall seek funding for a contract under this 
section as a priority item. 

Amended effective Sept. 1, 2023 (HB 446, §5.18). 

SE C.  508.317.  IN T E N S I V E SU PE RV I S I O N 
PRO G R A M; SU PE R-IN T E N S I V E SU PE RV I S I O N 

PRO G R A M 
(a) The department shall establish a program to provide intensive 
supervision to inmates released under Subchapter B, Chapter 
499, and other inmates determined by a parole panel or the de-
partment to require intensive supervision. 
(b) The Texas Board of Criminal Justice shall adopt rules that es-
tablish standards for determining which inmates require intensive 
supervision. 
(c) The program must provide the level of supervision the depart-
ment provides that is higher than any level of supervision other 
than the level of supervision described by Subsection (d). 
(d) The department shall establish a program to provide super-in-
tensive supervision to inmates released on parole or mandatory 
supervision and determined by parole panels to require super-in-
tensive supervision. The program must provide the highest level 
of supervision provided by the department. 

SE C.  508.318.  CO N T I N U I N G ED U C AT I O N 
PRO G R A M 

(a) The Texas Board of Criminal Justice and the Texas Education 
Agency shall adopt a memorandum of understanding that estab-
lishes the respective responsibilities of the board and the agency 
in implementing a continuing education program to increase the 
literacy of releasees. 
(b) The Texas Board of Criminal Justice and the agency shall co-
ordinate the development of the memorandum of understanding 
and each by rule shall adopt the memorandum. 

SE C.  508.319.  PRO G R A M TO AS S E S S  A N D 
EN H A N C E ED U C AT I O N A L A N D VO C AT I O N A L 

SK I L L S  
(a) The department, with the assistance of public school districts, 
community and public junior colleges, public and private insti-
tutions of higher education, and other appropriate public and 
private entities, may establish a developmental program based on 
information obtained under Section 508.183 for an inmate to be 
released to the supervision of the division. 
(b) The developmental program may provide the inmate with the 
educational and vocational training necessary to: 

(1) meet the average skill level required under Section 
508.183; and 
(2) acquire employment while in the custody of the division 
to lessen the likelihood that the inmate will return to the in-
stitutional division. 

(c) To decrease state expense for a program established under this 
section, the Texas Workforce Commission shall provide to the de-
partment and the other entities described by Subsection (a) infor-
mation relating to obtaining financial assistance under applicable 
programs of public or private entities. 
(d) The department may establish a developmental program sim-
ilar to the program described by Subsection (a) for inmates re-
leased from the institutional division who will not be supervised 
by the department. 

SE C.  508.320.  CO N T R AC TS F O R LE A S E O F 
FE D E R A L FAC I L I T I E S  

(a) The department may contract with the federal government for 
the lease of a military base or other federal facility that is not 
being used by the federal government. 
(b) The department may use a facility leased under this section to 
house releasees in the custody of the division. 
(c) The department may not enter into a contract under this sec-
tion unless funds have been appropriated specifically to make 
payments on a contract under this section. 
(d) The department shall attempt to enter into contracts that will 
provide the department with facilities located in various parts of 
the state. 

SE C.  508.321.  RE P O RT I N G,  MA N AG E M E N T,  A N D 
CO L L E C T I O N SE RV I C E S 

The department, with the approval of the Texas Board of Crimi-
nal Justice, may contract with a public or private vendor to pro-
vide telephone reporting, automated caseload management, or 
collection services for: 

(1) fines, fees, restitution, or other costs ordered to be paid by 
a court; or 
(2) fees collected by the division.  

SE C.  508.322.  RE L E A S E E RE S T I T U T I O N FU N D 
(a) The releasee restitution fund is a fund outside the treasury and 
consists of restitution payments made by releasees. Money in the 
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fund may be used only to pay restitution as required by a condi-
tion of parole or mandatory supervision to victims of criminal of-
fenses. 
(b) The comptroller is the trustee of the releasee restitution fund 
as provided by Section 404.073. 
(c) When a parole panel orders the payment of restitution from a 
releasee as provided by Article 42.037(h), Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, the department shall: 

(1) collect the payment for disbursement to the victim; 
(2) deposit the payment in the releasee restitution fund; and 
(3) transmit the payment to the clerk of the court that entered 
the order of restitution [to the victim] as soon as practicable for 
the clerk to remit the payment to the victim. 

(c-1) The department shall include the releasee’s name and other 
relevant identifying information, the cause number, and the pay-
ment amount when transmitting a payment to the clerk of the 
court under Subsection (c)(3). 
(c-2) On receipt of a payment transmitted to the clerk of the 
court under Subsection (c)(3), the clerk shall process and account 
for the payment in the same manner as if the payment had been 
made directly to the clerk. 
(d) If a victim who is entitled to restitution cannot be located, 
immediately after receiving a final payment in satisfaction of an 
order of restitution for the victim, the clerk of the court [depart-
ment] shall attempt to notify the victim of that fact by certified 
mail, mailed to the last known address of the victim. If a victim 
then makes a claim for payment, the clerk of the court [depart-
ment] promptly shall remit the payment to the victim. 
(e) If a victim who is entitled to restitution does not make a claim 
for payment before the fifth anniversary of the date the clerk of 
the court [department] receives the initial restitution payment or 
if, after the victim makes a claim for payment, the clerk [depart-

ment] is unable to locate the victim for a period of five years after 
the date the clerk [department] last made a payment to the vic-
tim, any unclaimed restitution payments being held by the clerk 
[department] for payment to the victim are presumed aban-
doned. The clerk of the court [department] shall report and de-
liver to the comptroller all unclaimed restitution payments 
presumed abandoned under this section in the manner provided 
by Chapter 77, Property Code. 
(f ) If on March 1 a clerk of the court [department] is not holding 
unclaimed restitution payments that are presumed abandoned 
under this section, the clerk [department] shall file a property re-
port under Section 77.051, Property Code, that certifies that the 
clerk [department] is not holding any unclaimed restitution pay-
ments that are presumed abandoned under this section. 

Amended effective Dec. 1, 2023 (HB 3603, §1). 

SE C.  508.323.  AU D I T 
The financial transactions of the division and the board are sub-
ject to audit by the state auditor in accordance with Chapter 321. 

SE C.  508.324.  VI C T I M-OF F E N D E R ME D I AT I O N 
If the pardons and parole division receives notice from the victim 
services office of the department that a victim of the defendant, 
or the victim’s guardian or close relative, wishes to participate in 
victim-offender mediation with a person released on parole or to 
mandatory supervision, the division shall cooperate and assist the 
person if the person chooses to participate in the mediation pro-
gram provided by the office. The pardons and paroles division 
may not require the defendant to participate and may not reward 
the person for participation by modifying conditions of release or 
the person’s level of supervision or by granting any other benefit 
to the person. 
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Access to inmates   GC 508.314 
Approval rates    GC 508.144 
Board   GC 508.001, 508.031 

Duties   GC 508.036, 508.044, 508.053-.055 
Qualifications   GC 508.032, 508.033 
Removal   GC 508.034, 508.037 

Child safety zones   GC 508.187, 508.225 
Classes and programs    GC 508.152(c) 
Clemency   GC 508.002 
Community service   GC 508.188 
Commutation   GC 508.002 
Completion of   GC 508.152(b-2), (c) 
Conditions of   GC 508.181–.191, 508.221–226 

Child safety zones   GC 508.187, 508.225 
Community service   GC 508.188 
Drug counseling   GC 508.224 
Drug testing   GC 508,184 
Drug treatment   GC 508.185 
Early release   GC 508.1555 
Education   GC 508.183, 508.318 
Fees   GC 508.182, 508.189 
Orchiectomy   GC 508.226 
Psychiatric counseling   GC 508.223 
Residence   GC 508.181 
Restitution   GC 508.222, 508.322 
Sex offender registration   GC 508.186 
Victims   GC 508.190–508.191 

Confidential information   GC 508.313 
Contact with victims    GC 508.1531 
Decisions   GC 508.044, 508.141, 508.1411 
Definitions   GC 508.001 
Deportation    GC 508.192, GC 508.281(d) 
Determinate sentence   GC 508.156 
Drug testing   GC 508.184, 508.185 
Early release   GC 508.1555 
Education & literacy   GC 508.318, 508.319 
Electronic monitoring   GC 508.315 
Eligibility   GC 508.145, 508.149, 508.150 

Fees   GC 508.182, 508.189 
Gang members   GC 508.1141 
Guidelines   GC 508.144-.1445 
Halfway houses   GC 508.118 
Hearings   GC 508.281–.2811 

Deadlines   GC 508.282 
Health care workers    GC 508.1864 
Illegal aliens    GC 508.192 
Immigration status    GC 508.281(d) 
Individual treatment plan    GC 508.152 
Inmate representation   GC 508.081–.086 

Eligibility to represent   GC 508.083 
Fees   GC 508.084 
Representation summary form   GC 508.085 

Juveniles   GC 508.003 
Mandatory supervision   GC 508.147–.149 
Medically recommended intensive supervision   GC 508.146 
Notification of release   GC 508.115 
Officers   GC 508.113–.1142 
Panels   GC 508.045 
Release   GC 508.141, 508.147, 508.151, 508.154, 508.181 
Releasee restitution fund   GC 508.322 
Residence   GC 508.181 
Revocation   GC 508.283, 508.284 
Sanctions   GC 508.283 
Sex offender registration   GC 508.186, 508.1864 
Sex offenses   GC 508.316 
Special conditions   GC 508.044 
Subpoenas   GC 508.048 
Victims   GC 508.0481 

Notification   GC 508.117 
Stalking   GC 508.190, 508.191 
Statement   GC 508.153 
Victim-offender mediation   GC 508.324 

Vocational training   GC 508.319 
Voting   GC 508.046 
Warrants   GC 508.251–.256 

Detention   GC 508.254
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